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FOREWORD 


N PRESENTING to the Christian world the volume entitled 
a Biography of Jesus, the author has performed a service 
which will add new luster to his past achievements. 

Encyclopedia of American Biography mentions Elbert H. 
Sawyer, a soldier, minister, educator, author, was born in 
Michigan, U.S.A., 1843. Educated at Kalamazoo College, 
La Grange College, Theological Seminary and University of 
Chicago, from which institutions he has received six regular 
and honorary degrees. Served as minister in St. Louis, pro- 
fessor of history and teacher of the sciences at La Grange, 
traveled and studied in Europe, president of Canon City College 
and professor of moral and mental philosophy and instructor in 
ancient languages. Author of works on history, theology, mis- 
sions, education and social science; preached and lectured in 
America and abroad. 

Doctor Sawyer has been peculiarly situated in his edu- 
cational and Christian work. His unusual acquaintance with 
statesmen and scholars has given him an independence of 
judgment and expression rarely enjoyed by the student. His 
scholarship, united with a life of intense activity, has ripened 
into great certainties since his retirement to the quiet and leisure 
of Oakwood, his beautiful country home. 

It was only natural that one of such alert life habits should 
desire to be helpful to others, and one who has pointed many 
to the Lamb of God will ever wish to realize a vision of Jesus 
Christ to those who need Him. So this volume will help and 
guide, as a pastoral letter, all seekers after the living Word. 

As Paul dealt with the heresies of his day, so this author 
indicates the great dangers of our age. Not, however, in a 
controversial spirit, but by presenting the vital truths of the 
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gospel which themselves answer the cavils of the amateur. No 
Christian of faith fears the speculations and doubts so frequently 
spoken of in current newspapers, magazines and light books, 
but much wasted time and folly could be saved by putting into 
the hands of the public such books as this. The Christian 
worker and Sunday School teacher will find here material to 
counteract the vicious theories of skepticism about our faith. 
Historical and exegetical material here bronght together on 
the side of faith will prove of great value to the reader. 

This book does not just tell the story of the life of Jesus, 
but it takes up the mountain tops of the teaching of Jesus and 
shows them in their connection with the great plan of God in 
the movement of the life of Jesus. 

The warm heart-throbs of this volume, in loyal devotion 
to the Master, will win many friends who want more than 
the cold facts about the greatest message and the most exalted 
personage this world has ever known. 

Those who seek a deeper insight into the mysteries of the 
Cross, and who desire to worship there with this humble child 
of God, will find in this Biography of Jesus, joy and comfort 
as well as erudition and profit. 

OLIVER P. DEVIN 
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INTRODUCTION 


yan SCORE and ten centuries ago Solomon advised his son, 
“Of making many books there is no end.”’ The wise king 
himself contributed three books to the canon of Scripture, and 
wrote on botany, zoology and other scientific subjects. John, in 
the epilogue to his Gospel, says, “If all the things that Jesus did 
were written out, I do not suppose that the world itself would 
hold the books that would have to be written.”” To serve our 
generation and those who follow us, by writing books which 
will elevate man and glorify God, is a religious duty. Books 
teach us how to live, and the uses we should make of life. ‘No 
man lives for himself.” To begin life correctly is to live 
eternally. Scott, the author of many volumes, said, “There is 
but one book—The Bible.”’ He was content to rest his faith on 
The Book when he took his last sleep. 

Our Creator has seen fit to make a revelation of his 
will and purpose regarding man, and has inspired certain men 
to write the books. When these books were written and the 
canon closed this spiritual function ceased. It is the opinion of 
eminent scholars that the Bible as we now have it was completed 
when the Gospel of John was added to the sacred books written 
before the close of the first century of the Christian era. The 
Council of Laodicea, A. D. 364, is credited with passing an 
ex-cathedra resolution fixing the status of the New Testament, 
and the Council of Carthage, a. D. 394, in similar manner voted 
to close the canon of the Scriptures. It was quite natural for 
the people who had been brought under the influence of the 
Church and State system founded by Constantine to desire to 
give the Bible the fullest authoritative character. No vote or 
election can, however, give authority or value to the Word 
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Certain epochs in human history have been noted as crises. 
These extraordinary events occur at intervals of about a 
thousand years. Beginning with the Adamic age, fixed by Usher 
at B. Cc. 4004, we chronicle the Noachian tragedy, the Abrahamic 
election, the reign of the House of David, the coming of the 
Messiah, the development of the Papal Monarchy, the twentieth 
century Renaissance. Sherwood Eddy writes, “We are facing 
a crisis of the world today. We are standing at the beginning 
of a new creative epoch in history, in a vast period of transition 
from the old order to the new.”’ More than five thousand pro- 
fessional leaders are proclaiming another break from medieval- 
ism to modernism. Old ideas are declared obsolete, old systems 
are said to be showing signs of decay. In the twilight of a most 
brilliant and successful career, Dr. Conwell laments, ‘“‘the church 
has lost its way.” Physical science has seized the helm, and the 
ship laden with human destiny is dashing toward the Sargasso 
Sea of irreligion. As the ark of the covenant symbolized the 
divine presence among the Hebrews, the church is the Lord’s 
symbol among us today. When David was bringing the ark to 
his new capital, Uzzah noticed the wabbling of the cart which 
bore it, and stretched out his hand to protect the precious 
treasure from damage; he was killed in the act. Was it in like 
manner an act of Providence, one asks, in removing Bryan for 
his resolute defence of the church when assailed by agnosticism ? 

Scholars, statesmen, sectaries demand that social organi- 
zations expand or expire. We must go on or go under. Presi- 
dent Wilbur, of Stanford University, is reported as saying that 
famous institution will be run by the advanced students. They will 
arrange their course of study, and with the advice of the profes- 
sors carry out their plan as they please. Freedom is the cry, 
with books and brains; with culture and conduct. The past has 
allowed some mistakes which must be corrected. Moses declared, 
“God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul.” 
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Darwin asserts, ““Man descended directly from an extinct anthro- 
poid ape.” A scientist in Africa recently startled the world with 
the announcement that “‘a skull had been discovered which repre- 
sents an extinct race of apes, intermediate between living 
anthropoids and man, the missing link.” Sir Arthur Keith, a 
recognized authority on pre-historic man, says, “This claim is 
preposterous. It is a skull of the living group.” 

Some students in dealing with popular problems jump at 
conclusions. Opinions are shifty, facts are stable. The miscon- 
ception of terms used in physical and biblical science has caused 
no end of disagreeable controversy. Einstein says, “All great 
discoveries start with intuition.” Buck, however, insists there 
must be a degree of mental evolution before we can have intut- 
tion. This is called cosmic consciousness, or knowledge of that 
which passes in our mind relating to the universe. If Laplace 
had intuition in his theory of nebular evolvement of the solar 
system, he had nevertheless to begin somewhere with something 
to unroll. No matter where we begin, a Creator is necessitated. 
And the God who furnished the material and established the 
laws must concern himself with the things evolved. Paul says, 
“Tt is faith that enables us to see that the universe was created 
at the command of God, so that the world we see did not simply 
arise out of matter.” 

The Bible is our textbook; we hold it to be the Word of 
God. The Bible contains over two hundred distinct works: his- 
torical, biographical, poetical, philosophical; in fact, upon every 
subject of paramount interest to man. The teaching of the 
Bible does not contradict a single fact of the material universe; 
no fact of the universe contradicts the Bible. God is the author 
of both, and cannot contradict himself. Our understanding of 
the word and way of God in Nature and in the Bible may be 
imperfect. There are few things concerning which we are justi- 
fied in being dogmatic. It is folly to assume a false or hostile 
attitude toward science or religion, since both rest upon admitted 
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facts. To doubt God is an insult, to disobey him is sin, to violate 
his laws, material or moral, will incur punishment. Agnosticism 
is stupidity; since to shut one’s eyes when looking at the sun, 
and hoot “Where is it?” is owlish indeed. 

The wise student sees God in Nature and in the Bible, as 
he appears in each with absolute distinctness. The fundamental 
principle from which unity results in Nature is final cause. The 
unity of the human body arises from the structure and adjust- 
ment of its different parts for a given end, namely, as an instru- 
ment of the soul. The unity of the material creation as a whole 
arises from the nature and adjustment of its different forces, 
organic and inorganic, in subordination to a predetermined end, 
namely the wants of the human race. In like manner we have 
in the Bible a unity resulting from the same principle, namely, 
the redemption of man through Jesus Christ. This one purpose 
determines the form of the various elements, and organizes them 
into a thorough, living unity. The rationalist confuses Deity 
with matter; the pietist confuses matter with Deity. The great 
scholar should be rational and pious. 

There is no fact in the sphere of investigation of which 
we have an exhaustive knowledge; we know in part, but may 
know more by the right use of the powers of the soul. In all 
ages of which there are any records we find that thoughtful 
souls have felt a desire to know themselves and their destiny. 
Who are we and whither are we bound? 

The chief, if not the only, source of our knowledge on this 
subject is the Word of God. Ancient versions of the Bible were 
made during a period of more than sixteen centuries. The 
original Scriptures were written in Hebrew on skins, or parch- 
' ment, and preserved in rolls. After the Babylonian captivity, 
Ezra collected the writings of Moses, the Psalms and prophecies 
which were extant, and arranged them in what is known as the 
canon of the Old Testament Scriptures. These sacred records 
were guarded with care by the Great Synagogue of the Jews. 
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About three hundred years before the Christian era, some Jewish 
scholars residing in Egypt translated the Hebrew Bible into 
Greek, known as the Septuagint Version of the Bible. 

These Scriptures were in general use during the reign of 
Augustus. Under this one of the Cesars, the Roman Empire 
covered the civilized world. Judea had been reduced to 
a Roman province, and Herod the Great had been recognized 
as titular king. The Hebrews had long been looking for the 
Messiah to deliver their country from the imperial yoke. The 
prophecies appeared to present two distinct personalities in the 
messianic character. The former they called Ben David, a 
mighty prince who would break the power of Rome and lead 
Israel back to her former place as the world’s most renowned 
kingdom. The latter they called Ben Ephraim, a humble priest 
or peasant. Christ came heralded as the Son of David. 

The Hebrews first doubted, then dismissed his claim. The 
Jew Jesus seemed to outrage their expectations. Isaiah had pic- 
tured their Messiah as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land. He had sheltered them in the wilderness, he would protect 
them now. But this person, what could he do? The rulers soon 
began to hate and deride this passing stranger. The people, 
however, flocked to his ministry and sought the help of his 
miracles. 

It has been said, “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.” All the rays of light shining from prophetic sources 
focused in Jesus the Christ. Expectant people like the inquiring 
Greek said, “We would see Jesus!” To the eye of faith he is 
visible everywhere in Nature and in the supernatural realm. Not, 
as Pantheism holds, that Nature and humanity belong to the 
essence of Deity, but God is above all and the Creator of all 
things which do exist. | 

The Jews say, “When Christians will cease calling Jesus 
God, Israel will know what to do with him as a man.” The 
great Christian apologist Tertullian seems to be replying to 
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these modern Hebrews when he says, ‘““We must say a little of 
Jesus Christ as God.” 

The heavens declare his glory of achievement. We have 
been studying the heavens with scientific instruments about four 
hundred years and can talk learnedly about the eight primary 
planets, the eighteen secondary planets (moons) and the fifty- 
seven small planets (asteroids), and about five hundred comets 
which wait upon our sun and constitute the solar system. And 
we have estimated the fixed stars to number about one hundred 
million. A more bewildering thought, each of these fixed stars 
is a sun with its own system. Now note, Jesus, the eternal 
Logos, was with the Father and participated in the production 
of these heavenly bodies. 

The Gospels reveal God as Father and Jesus as Son. 
Matthew and John were of the Lord’s early choice of disciples. 
Mark and Luke were close friends and co-workers of Peter and 
Paul. Irenzeus and other church fathers held that the writers 
of the Second and Third Gospels were scribes under the apostles 
and wrote at the dictation of Peter and Paul respectively. 
Dr. Hackett finds considerable evidence that Mark and Luke 
were inspired for their work. It is reasonable to conclude, from 
the almost unanimous belief of eminent biblical students, that 
the authors of the gospels wrote under divine inspiration. 

Competent scholarship indicates the date of Matthew’s 
original record of Jesus’ life and work, about A. D. 40, and a 
revision by the apostle himself or some Galilean Christian about 
twenty years later. Some authors think the text, which has been 
preserved to us in the manuscripts of the fourth century, was 
compiled from Matthew’s record, and copy of Mark and other 
early material after the fall of Jerusalem. Jerome claims to 
have seen a copy of Matthew, thought to be the original Hebrew 
text, in a library at Czesarea, and translated it into both Greek 
and Latin. The manuscript found at Sinai by Tischendorf con- 
tains the full text of Matthew’s Gospel; this codex belongs to 
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the fourth century. Alford, Lachmann, Scrivener and Tregelles, 
have made excellent translations from these manuscripts in 
Greek; and from other sources Wicklif gave us our first English 
translation A. D. 1380, Tyndale in 1525, and King James in 1611. 

There is evidence that forty years after Matthew was writ- 
ten, it was quoted at Antioch as “the Gospel’; and about a 
quarter of a century later the disciples of Ephesus collected the 
records of the four evangelists and associated them as they now 
appear. Matthew was given first place, probably because of the 
age and completeness of his record, and the name gospel given 
to this and the other inspired records of the life of Jesus. 

This biography is based upon the Gospel of Matthew, 
reinforced by the other evangelists. Acknowledgement is made 
to all authors cited in this book. 

ELBERT H. SAWYER 


OAKWOOD 
Minco, Okla. 
December 
1925 
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CHAPTER I 


THE ANCESTRY OF JESUS CHRIST 


eee history of our Lord recorded by the evangelists begins 
with genealogical records, reaching back into the remote 
past. Sixty-five times Jesus as the promised Messiah is cited in 
the Old Testament Scriptures. Under the ancient covenant the 
Hebrews boasted their descent from Abraham, the chosen leader 
of their race. Nations, like individuals, are ambitious to trace 
their origin from an honorable source. Matthew, specially, 
writing for the Hebrews, begins his record of Jesus in the 
genealogical table of Abraham, following the family history 
to David, thence through Solomon to Joseph, the son of Jacob. 
Luke, in an inverse order, after stating that Jesus was the son, as 
it was supposed, of Joseph, the son of Eli, traces upward through 
another line to Nathan, the son of David, thence on through the 
regular genealogy to Abraham, and onward up to Adam, who 
was the son of God. 

This variation in the record between David and Joseph may 
indicate an intention on the part of Luke to trace the family 
of Mary, who were undoubtedly of honorable ancestry. Some 
authors think the former gives the legal and the latter the natural 
descent from David. There is a tradition that Joseph claimed 
to be the uncle of Mary and her sister Miriam; that they were 
the children of Joachim and Anna, of Bethlehem, who, like him- 
self, were lineally descended from the royal son of Jesse; that, 
being the nearest of kin to Mary, he had taken her to wife as 
the law required, to secure to her a share of the small property 
left to the girls by the death of their parents. 

The Davidic descent of Mary is implied in Acts, “by the 
fruit of his loins, he would set one on his throne.” And Paul 
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says in Romans, “Jesus Christ was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God, with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from 
the dead.” The omission of three names by Matthew, and the 
tessera decades in the blocks of fourteen generations in the 
seventeenth verse of the first chapter of his gospel, as well as the 
names omitted by Luke are common in Jewish chronology. Mill 
and Hervey have apparent proof of full reconciliation of these 
differences. 

Mark does not speak directly of the ancestry of Jesus, but 
through the testimony of the Baptist confirms the statement 
respecting the divine origin of our Saviour, when he says, “You 
are my son, my beloved.” 

John, writing much later, found a disposition prevailing 
among heretical brethren, to question the divinity of Christ, and 
make unjust criticism upon the character and work of Jesus. 
In the revelation the Lord had made to John while in banishment 
on the Isle of Patmos, attention had been called to a certain sect 
called Nicolaitanes, whose conduct was pronounced hateful. 
When a little later he wrote his gospel, John thought it expedient 
to explain more fully the personality and Deity of the Lord. 
The Greek term “Logos” had been brought into use among the 
captious critics, and the old apostle took up the term and boldly 
declared, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God, . . . All things were 
made by him and apart from him nothing that exists came into 
being. In him was life and the life was the light of men.” 

Sabellius asserted there is but one person in the Godhead, 
that the Word and the Holy Spirit were only virtues or functions 
of the Deity; that God the Father in heaven descended into the 
virgin, became a child, and was born of her as a Son, and that 
having accomplished the mystery of salvation he diffused him- 
self on the apostles in tongues of fire and was then denominated 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Arius maintained that the Son of God was totally and 
essentially distinct from the Father; that he was the first and 
noblest of those beings whom God had created, the instrument 
by whose subordinate operations he formed the universe; that 
the Holy Spirit was not God, but created by the power of the 
Son. 

Socinus taught that Jesus was a mere man; but by the 
union of the divine Word with the man Jesus, Christ might, 
though improperly, be called God; that he had no existence 
before he was conceived by the Virgin Mary; that the Holy 
Spirit is no distinct person. In this manner men claiming to be 
Christian philosophers dissented from the teachings of the 
Gospels. 

John, emphasizing the testimony he gave for his Master 
in the Fourth Gospel, repeats in his first general epistle, “It is 
what existed from the beginning, that we announce; what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our own eyes, what we 
have beheld, and touched with our hands; it is the very message 
of life—for life has been revealed, and we have seen it and 
testify to it and announce to you that eternal life that was with 
the Father and has been revealed to us—it is what we have seen 
and heard that we announce to you also, so that you may share 
our fellowship, for our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ, and we write this to you to make your 
happiness complete. This is the message that we have heard from 
him and announce to you; God is light; there is no darkness in 
him at all.” 

Dr. Bitting calls this the autobiography of the apostle John. 
He regards the author of the Gospel as saying in plain terms, 
“that he heard, that he saw and handled, and experienced the 
life, and is as a result declaring it to others that they might 
have fellowship with him.” He uses literature for the same 
purpose. The introduction of his letter, and the end of his Gospel 
tell the same story. “These things are written that you may 
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believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing you may have life in his name.” This eminent scholar, 
with beautiful candor, says, “What could be more modern? What 
could more accord with our present-day ideas of things? What 
is this but the old story, as old as the first germ or cell of life, 
and as up-to-date as the morning’s birth—the truth that guaran- 
tees our food and ourselves, the law of reproduction; the fact 
that life produces life; the charter of creation, ‘be fruitful and 
multiply,’ translated into the region of the spiritual ” 

The ancestry of our Lord is perpetuated in the brotherhood 
of man. God passed by the angels and took our bodily form to 
house the Son during his earthly ministry. The incarnation will 
be fruitful in proportion to its reproduction in human life. 
President Mullins, of the World’s Congress of Baptists, con- 
siders this idea fundamental in the teachings of Jesus Christ: 
“It is the great meaning of the incarnation, the mastery of the 
inner life of other men by his truth and ideals through whom 
these should be propagated. It meant an unbroken succession 
of such men through time. This and nothing less would perma- 
nently introduce him to the race of men in an effective, 
saving way.” 

Bitting says, “Here is the real apostolic succession, not the 
mechanical formality of ceremony whether of induction into a 
continuous hierarchy, or into an unbroken chain of baptismal 
administrators, but that of the very ideals and spirit of Jesus 
absorbed by us from him who lived ‘because of the Father.’ ”’ 
Some people think it bad theology to write the Fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man, but we shall find Jesus the 
Son of God laying more emphasis on his spiritual ancestry than 
his physical origin. Thought leaps back from century to cen- 
tury, along the genealogical trail of natural ancestry to find 
where Jesus Christ first determined to enlist in our company 
and put on our uniform, but vast cycles must be traversed to 
find his birthhood in the essential being of God. 
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There were probably as many as a half-hundred apocryphal 
gospels written, few of which still exist. None of them estab- 
lished a position as inspired books. The so-called history of 
Joseph, Mary and the Childhood of Jesus, are fairly ingenious 
fiction, but would not contribute toward establishing the record 
of our Saviour. Some of the numerous prophetic allusions may 
be cited as evincing the character of Jesus the Christ. That he 
would spring from the tribe of Judah, of the seed of David, 
should be born of a virgin, birth should occur in Bethlehem, 
that he would be preceded by a remarkable messenger, that he 
would possess unparalleled excellence of character, that he would 
work miracles, that he would be rejected by his own country- 
men, that he would be a King, that he would die a vicarious 
sacrifice for the sins of the world—and other equally pertinent 
statements already verified. The early fathers held that the 
theophanies of the Old Testament were of Christ. 


CHAPTER II 


THE BIRTH AND BOYHOOD OF JESUS 


an HESE are the circumstances attending the birth of Jesus 

Christ. His mother, Mary, was promised in marriage to 
Joseph, but before they were united by marriage, she was found 
to be with child by the Holy Spirit. Joseph being just, and 
unwilling to make her a public example, considered releasing 
her from her engagement and allowing her to seek seclusion. 
While he was thinking of this course, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, and said, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not hesitate to take Mary as your wife; for that which is 
begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus; for he alone shall save 
his people from their sins.”” Now all this came to pass that it 
might be fulfilled which had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, saying, “Behold the virgin shall be with child, and 
shall give birth to a son, and his name shall be called Immanuel,” 
a word which means, ‘‘God with us.’’ When Joseph awoke from 
his sleep, he did as the Lord had directed him and took his wife 
to his own home. He did not, however, live with her as husband 
until she had a son, whom he named Jesus. 

Now after Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judea in 
the days of Herod the king, there came magi from the east 
to Jerusalem, who asked, “Where is he who has been born 
King of the Jews? We have seen his star in the east, and have 
come to do him homage.” When the news reached Herod, he 
was deeply agitated, and all Jerusalem shared his trouble. He 
assembled the chief priests and scribes and enquired of them 
where Christ should be born. They told him at Bethlehem in 
Judea; for thus it is written by the prophet, “Thou, Bethlehem 
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in Juda, art not least among the princes of Juda, since out of 
you shall come a Governor that shall rule my people Israel.” 
Then Herod summoned the magi and inquired of them the time 
of the star which appeared, and he sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go search diligently for the young child, and when you 
find him bring me word, that I may come and worship him also.” 
Having received the king’s orders, they departed, and the star 
which had led them from the east went before them till it came 
to the place where the child lay and stood over him. When they 
saw the star they were exceedingly glad, and they went into 
the house and found Mary and the child and they fell upon 
their faces and did homage to him. Then they opened their 
chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. Having been divinely warned by a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country 
by another route, is the record by Matthew. 

Luke supports Matthew’s record respecting the super- 
natural birth of Jesus. He writes, “The angel announced, the 
Holy Spirit will come over you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; for that reason your child will be called 
holy and the Son of God.” Mary reveals the craving of Jewish 
women for children. The birth of a son had always been recog- 
nized a great honor, and many a maiden cherished the hope 
she might be the medium through which God would give the 
promised Messiah to the people. Words in Mary’s glad, pro- 
phetic song testify to this longing: 

“My heart extols the Lord, 

Myspirit exults in God my Saviour, 

For he has noticed his servant in her humble station, 

For from this time all the ages will think me favored! 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

Remembering his mercy, 

As he promised our fathers _ 

To have mercy on Abraham and his descendants forever!’ 
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Luke gives us the reason for Joseph’s visit to Bethlehem 
at this time: “In those days an edict was issued by the Emperor 
Augustus that the census of the whole world should be taken. 
It was the first census, taken when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. So everyone went to his own town to register. And 
Joseph went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to 
Judea to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he belonged 
to the house and family of David, to register with Mary, who 
was engaged to him and who was soon to become a mother. 
While they were there the time came for her child to be born, 
and she gave birth to her first-born son; and she wrapped him 
up, and laid him in a manger, for there was no room for them 
at the inn. There were some shepherds in that neighborhood 
keeping watch through the night over their flocks in the open 
fields. And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terribly 
frightened. The angel said to them, “Do not be frightened, 
for I bring you good news of a great joy that is to be felt by 
all the people, for today, in the town of David, a Saviour for 
you has been born who is your Messiah and Lord. And this 
will prove it to you: You will find a baby wrapped up and lying 
in a manger.’ Suddenly there appeared with the angel a throng 
of the heavenly army, praising God, and saying, ‘Glory to God 
in heaven and on earth! Peace to men he favors!’ When the 
angels left them and returned to heaven the shepherds said one 
to another, ‘Come let us go over to Bethlehem, and see this thing 
that has happened, that the Lord has told us of! And they 
hurried there and found Mary and Joseph, with the babe lying 
in the manger. When they saw this, they told what had been 
said to them about the child. And all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them, but Mary treasured up all 
they had said, and pondered over it. And the shepherds went 
back glorifying God and praising him for all that they had heard 
and seen in fulfilment of what they had been told. When he 
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was eight days old and it was time to circumcise him, he was 
named Jesus, as the angel had named him, before his birth was 
first expected.”” While Joseph was still tarrying in Bethlehem 
it seems, “the Lord appeared to him in a dream, and said, Wake 
up! take the child and his mother and make your escape to 
Egypt, and stay there until I tell you to leave; for Herod is 
going to look for the child in order to make away with him.” 

- This is one of the most pathetic incidents in the life of this 
unique Jewish family. A glorious day had come to Israel, the 
Messianic promise had been fulfilled, but the life of the world’s 
Saviour was menaced by a blood-thirsty ruler who had been 
fixed upon the Jews by their hated Roman oppressors. A delicate 
woman with babe in arms is seen passing south from the town 
of Bethlehem, following Joseph, for brief exile in the land which 
had succored the seed of Abraham and fed the family of Jacob 
during the famine in Canaan. 

The very mention of the Christ so excited the craven fears 
of the Jewish monarch that he would not allow the child to 
enjoy a boyhood. Snatched from the cradle by a frightened 
mother as the sleuth hounds of the law were baying at the gate, 
the babe was tossed in the tempestuous flight to a place of refuge. 
What obscure town on the border of Egypt gave temporary 
sanctuary to the Son of God we do not know. That an exhibi- 
tion by a street fakir may have given him the figure for a ter- 
rible denunciation of his enemies later is noted by Randall. The 
fellow pulled a bag from the bosom of his shirt and emptied a 
brood of snakes upon the ground. The slimy creatures writhed 
and hissed. He put his bare foot on one, caught another by 
the head and toyed with them a few moments. Then he pulled 
a four-foot cobra from his bosom and threw it into the mass 
at his feet. This most deadly serpent turned upon his tormentor 
and rising somewhat from the ground flattened his head and 
made a vicious thrust at the fakir. What a picture to impress 
even a normal child. The evil life of Herod, called the Great, 
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was soon to close and Joseph be permitted to return from his 
enforced exile. 

Matthew alone mentions the visit of the magi, but the 
incident has a historical setting which has invited the study of 
many students. Bede, the father of English history, mentions 
the country from which the wise men came, and gives the names 
of three persons: Melchior, an old man with white hair and 
long beard was a Hindoo; Casper, a ruddy beardless young man 
of Greece; Balthasar a swarthy man, probably fifty years of 
age and resident of Egypt. One tradition probably based on the 
prophecy of Isaiah, “Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising,” suggests they were at least of 
royal pedigree. 

Possibly Wallace in his “Tale of the Christ” suggests the 
real motive of these men in seeking the new-born King of the 
Jews. ‘They were dissatisfied with the religions in which they 
had lived and by prayer and study had sought something better. 
The dreams they had, led them to a place of common rendezvous 
in Arabia. This would satisfy the declaration of the Psalmist, 
“The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall give presents; 
the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts.” These several 
geographical locations would imply that even the western hemis- 
phere was expectant and ready to offer their devotion to the 
coming king. 

Guided by the star in the heavens and the spirit within them 
the magi had come from the east to Jerusalem with the inquiry, 
“Where is he that is born King of the Jews? We have seen his 
star in the east, and are come to worship him.”’ The gifts pre- 
sented to the new-born King might well express the wealth of 
the magi or the countries which they represented. 

The scientific interest shown in this event brings to our 
knowledge the astronomical phenomena of that period. A con- 
junction of the two largest planets, Jupiter and Saturn, occurred 
about the time of the birth of Christ. Also a new star appeared 
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which blazed up brightly for about a year, when it dimmed and 
finally disappeared. A similar occurrence in the heavens during 
the seventeenth century led the famous astronomer, Kepler, to 
calculate back to the year of Herod’s death and here he found 
the same phenomena reported by the magi. Professor Pritchard 
went carefully over the calculations of Kepler and confirms the 
statement of the conjunction, but does not consider the phe- 
nomena as having any bearing on the gospel narrative. In view 
of the fact, however, that we cannot definitely fix the year of 
the Lord’s entrance upon his earthly life, his star appearing three 
or four years before the date assigned by Usher as the beginning 
of the Christian era, seems to bridge the gap between the great 
Herod and the chronological period we have assumed. Whether 
“his star’? was purposely created to attract the inquiring world 
to him, or the birth was caused to synchronize with the known 
appearance of a star which had not hitherto come within the 
focus of human vision, it is not material. In any event it was 
God’s work, and the revelation was associated with the earthly 
life of the Son of God. 

Some early writers say there were twelve of these wise 
men, but do not give names or countries from which they came. 
Tacitus and Suetonius state that there was a general conviction 
among the orientals that a great leader would arise in Judea and 
gain dominion over the world. That the material for this state- 
ment of these Latin historians had been borrowed from Josephus 
and Philo, also personally identified with the expectations and 
occurrences of the first century of the Christian era, and deeply 
concerned in the prospects of their own prophetic deliverance, 
does not lessen the importance of the fact. 

Whatever value we choose to give these opinions concerning 
the magi and their leading star, the circumstances surrounding 
the epiphany they chronicle has no parallel in history. Augustus, 
satiated by war and solaced by the songs of the sycophant 
Horace, knew not that in one of the provinces of his imperial 
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domain a new King had been born who would rule the world 
in righteousness and accept voluntary vassalage of prince and 
peasant. His vassal Herod, already in the throes of dissolution 
by a loathsome disease, was alarmed at the report brought 
through the magi, and determined to celebrate his going out by 
the most abhorrent crime of his perfidious life. 


LZ 


CHAPTER TIE 


JESUS’ LIFE AFFECTED BY HEROD AND OTHER 
ENEMIES 


a the magi left for home, the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to Joseph in a dream, and said, “Arise and take 
the young child and his mother and flee into Egypt and stay 
there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the child to 
destroy him.” Joseph had acted on this warning, and having 
secured refuge in Egypt, remained there until the death of 
Herod. His enforced exile had produced the condition for 
another fulfilment of prophecy, “Out of Egypt have I called my 
Son.” When Herod found that the magi had ignored his orders 
for bringing him information about the child, he was very angry, 
and in his inhuman rage planned the slaughter of all the male 
children of two. years and younger, in all the region about Beth- 
lehem. This massacre, so successfully carried out, was foreseen 
by Jeremiah who prophesied, “In Rama was there a voice heard, 
weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children 
and could not be consoled.” 

When Herod died, the angel of the Lord appeared again to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Take the child and his mother and go 
to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are 
dead.” Then Joseph arose and took the child and his mother 
as directed, and started on his return to the land of Israel; but 
hearing that Archelaus had succeeded his father in ruling over 
Judea, he was afraid to return there; so being warned of God, 
he went up into the province of Galilee and settled in the town 
of Nazareth, which fulfilled another prophecy, “He shall be 
called a Nazarene.” 

From Matthew we see exact obedience to the Levitical law 
appears not to have been possible by reason of the hasty 
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departure to Egypt, but as quickly as possible after their return 
these devout people accomplished their ceremonial obligation 
respecting the child. The one month must have lengthened into 
many months before Jesus could be brought with safety into the 
capital city of the son of Herod. The new king lacked the ability 
of his father, but seems to have inherited a full measure of his 
evil spirit. In avoiding the anticipated peril from the govern- 
ment by Archelaus, Joseph had located his family in the domain 
of another son of the former monarch, Herod Antipas, tetrarch 
of Galilee. A quiet residence in the little town of Nazareth 
would be less likely to expose the child Jesus to renewed menace 
from the civil authorities. 

The Herodian Dynasty marks the greatest period in human 
history. Creation had been an act of power, the preservation 
of the race an act of wisdom; now the greatest resource of God 
was called into play to save man, the noblest work of the 
Almighty. Love was subjected to the supreme test. This attri- 
bute so overshadowed all others that it was declared ‘God is 
Love.”’ The hand of Jehovah was never lifted from the control 
of the visible universe, his eye never missed the clock at day- 
break to spread his bounty for physical nourishment, nor the 
couch of night when he should spread the drapery of slumber 
over his weary children. But day or night henceforth his deep 
solicitude was for the recovery of the lost. “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Jesus came to seek and save the lost—the Jews first, but all 
men were included in his covenant. Esau had certainly been 
avenged for that Jewish bargain which secured to Jacob’s 
descendants the patrimony belonging to the elder son. His 
Idumean posterity had come into power, and Israel was sorely 
afflicted. | 

Herod was a veritable chameleon. Appointed governor of 
Galilee by his father Antipater, he joined the party of Brutus 
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and Cassius who assassinated the great Cesar, from whom both 
his father and himself held power; he fawned on Anthony, by 
whose influence he was made tetrarch and then king of Judea. 
When Anthony was defeated at Actium he craftily secured favor 
with Augustus and was confirmed in his rule over the Jewish 
kingdom. He now sought by lavish expenditures in city improve- 
ments and by special adornments of the Temple to placate the 
restless sons of Jacob. He was a man of great natural ability, 
but thoroughly selfish and unprincipled. History fixes the time 
of the birth of Jesus Christ in the last year of the reign of this 
monarch. 

The supernatural birth of Jesus presupposes the union of 
the human and the divine in his unique personality. It is per- 
haps because of this peculiarity that so little disclosure is made 
of his life during the years preceding his actual entrance upon 
the public ministry of which the evangelists give account. It 
was customary for the heads of Jewish families, on each recur- 
rence of the Passover, to take the wife and children to Jerusa- 
lem. The Paschal supper was appointed as a family feast in 
token of the deliverance the Lord effected for the Hebrews 
from Egyptian bondage. It is not presumptuous, therefore, to 
state that Jesus went to the capital city each year. 

On other occasions besides the incident related of his twelfth 
year he may have listened to Hillel, Simeon, Shammai or Abta- 
lion and both asked information of them and propounded ques- 
tions to them concerning the Scriptures. There is no reason for 
regarding him as dull or illiterate. According to the Talmud 
schools for children had been established about a hundred years 
before the coming of Christ. Instruction in the household was 
given in the days of Solomon. Suggestive of this fact is the 
observation of the wise king, ““Be admonished, my son; much 
study is weariness to the flesh.”” The village school and the syna- 
gogue of Nazareth, as well as the doctors of the Sanhedrin, may 
have been instructors of the youth of Jesus. He does not quote 
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the philosophers of Plato’s academy or the scientists of Zoroas- 
ter’s school. He does not mention the literature of Greece or 
Rome. Yet he cites with great readiness the writings of Moses 
and the prophets. It will be readily conceded, however, that a 
boy of tender years could not effectively debate with the learned 
doctors in the Temple, except he had been divinely inspired. 
Writers who attempt to portray Jesus as a mere man, though a 
natural prodigy, soon find themselves involved in difficulties 
from which they cannot extract their hero. 

Matthew, Luke and John testify to the supernatural origin 
of Jesus the Christ. Some late writers seem unwilling to accept 
these names as representing men competent to testify in a matter 
of such great importance. Without divine inspiration men could 
not witness for a supernatural birth. Matthew and John were 
inspired apostles. They were the authors of the First and Fourth 
Gospels, which have been recognized as canonical books from 
the time they were accepted by competent authority as inspired 
records of the life and labors, of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. A recent author, denying the historical character of the 
first chapter of Matthew, assumes it to be the product of later 
reflection on the relation of Jesus to the prophecies called mes- 
sianic. It is asserted this Gospel takes its name from the fact 
that it is a consolidation of the Gospel of Mark with a book 
written in Hebrew by Matthew, one of the twelve, which was 
known to have been a collection of the sayings of Jesus. In his 
opinion the learned layman seems to have followed the modern 
professional view of the author of the “Story of the New 
Testament.” 

Modern scholarship displays remarkable modesty in an- 
nouncing that the conclusions of the most eminent biblical stu- 
dents for the past eighteen hundred years are wrong, that all the 
books written antecedent to a half-century ago are out of date, 
and have no authoritative value. We venture, however, to cau- 
tion the reader against hasty acceptance of these fresh opinions. 


16 


HEROD AND OTHER ENEMIES 


The author above referred to says concerning John, “The Gospel 
according to John is saturated with the finest spirit of Chris- 
tianity. Its unknown author—scholars are practically agreed 
that he was not the apostle John—was a great religious genius 
and has set his seal forever upon the thought and aspiration of 
the Christian world.” Thus by a prescience denied early writers, 
and a skill absolutely phenomenal, modern scholarship has found 
the way to write the story of Jesus the Christ without admitting 
his supernatural origin. It may be true that this author and 
others have found a Jewish Christian who was so inflated with 
his own ability, and conceiving a fraud the best means of exalt- 
ing the figure of Jesus, that he personified Matthew. 

The attempt to explain the apostle John out of the Fourth 
Gospel is even more presumptuous. The Logos of Philo the Jew 
was not a personal being. John was an old man when he wrote 
his Gospel and very likely had an assistant who was an elder at 
Ephesus. The Greek text may have been in the handwriting of 
this assistant. The difficulty of identifying the author does not 
necessitate repudiation of the apostle for a Socinian impostor. 
John’s Gospel by an impostor would receive no more respect and 
be entitled to no more authority as an inspired life of the Lord 
Jesus than the volume whose author we have been quoting. It 
must be admitted the absence of an author’s name from a book 
makes the task very difficult to determine who is entitled to the 
credit of writing the book; it by no means follows, however, that 
we lessen the difficulty by ascribing the work to an unknown or 
uninspired author. 

If the apostles are removed who will defend the Master? 
The Herods menaced his physical life; other enemies assail his 
divinity. Celsus and Porphyry struck in the open, assailing 
Christ and his religion with the utmost virulence; Renan and 
Strauss made their attack under cover of apparent friendship, 
each writing a “Life of Jesus.” The crass skepticism and rotten 
materialism displayed in these books caused both the professors 
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to be removed from their chairs of instruction in France and 
Germany. Signs are not lacking that an outraged Christian sen- 
timent will cause a vacant chair in at least one of our oldest 
divinity schools in America. Bishop Hay says the theological 
teaching at Yale is rotten materialism. 

If the case stands thus, we should accept with considerable 
reservation the claim of Dr. Bacon, of the university mentioned, 
that different conceptions of the nature of Christianity existed 
in the first days of the church, that Paul taught that the new 
religion is a gospel about Jesus, that Peter held that Christianity 
is the religion of Jesus. He goes on to say in his book that 
Mark’s Gospel is a post-apostolic writing, consisting of transla- 
tions from collected documents dating from a time when the 
story of Peter and Paul was receding into oblivion; that Mat- 
thew and Luke were formed by combining Mark with a second 
source, now lost, and which was probably older and in some 
respects more authentic than Mark itself. This view reported 
from the Yale professor’s book throws the entire gospel records 
outside the first century of the Christian era. We are left with 
the conclusion that some pious Jew or Greek wrote up these rec- 
ords of the life and labors of Jesus Christ and modestly gave the 
credit to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, who had long since 
gone to their graves. 

Certainly the truth should be known. Yet if it is true that 
unknown and uninspired men are the authors of these Gospels, 
it may be true as another distinguished university professor says, 
“Christians in increasing numbers may no longer attach to these 
records the dogmatic values of the past.” The term “dogma” 
means an established principle. There are established principles 
in both science and religion. It seems wise to hold fast to them. 
Facts are doctrines, and doctrines are facts. 

Yesterday an expert from the Smithsonian Institution 
claimed to have discovered in Mongolia the implements with 
which the most remote race yet discovered pierced the shells of 
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dinosaur eggs about ten million years ago. It may be fortunate 
to find the implement, but where is the man? The French 
author may help us to an answer. He says the Jews are the 
descendants of Adam; the Gentiles are an independent race of 
very remote origin. Evolutionists may find their trail of man 
through this unexplored region of antiquity. Neither the Mon- 
golian expert nor the French romancer is dogmatic. They have 
an opinion; so have those who accept the teaching of the Word 
of God. The Herods who sought the life of Jesus perished 
ignobly ; the Jews who rejected Jesus will meet him at the judg- 
ment; what plea will those offer who are now wounding Jesus in 
the house of his friends? 
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MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
AND CHRIST 


OHN THE BAPTIST had entered upon his mission and was 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, calling to the multitude 
who gathered about him, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is 
approaching.” He claimed to be the person mentioned by Isaiah 
as “‘the voice of one crying in the desert, prepare the way for 
the Lord, make the road straight.” 

At this juncture Matthew tells us, “Jesus came from Galilee 
to Jordan and applied to John for baptism. The preacher seems 
to have recognized his superior, as he sought to dissuade him, 
saying, “I have need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to 
me.” Jesus said, “Let it be done now, since it behooves us to 
fulfil all righteousness. So John baptized him, and Jesus came 
up out of the water. Suddenly the heavens were opened and the 
Spirit of God, descending like a dove, settled upon him. Then, 
lo, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” 

Immediately Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. He remained fasting forty days and 
forty nights and became very hungry. The devil approached 
him at this time with specious arguments, tempting him through 
his appetite, conceit and vanity, but to all of the tempter’s seduc- 
tive appeals Jesus answered with Scripture. His first bold chal- 
lenge to him who had been without food for many days was, 
“Tf you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
bread.” Jesus replied, “It is written, man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth from the mouth of 
God.” 
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Many curiously speculate as to the way in which Satan 
appeared to Jesus, tempting him. Whether in human form or 
by spiritual suggestion we cannot tell. Some eminent theologians 
go so far as to admit we need not hold the dogmatic belief as to 
the impossibility of such tempting expressions being to a greater 
or less degree allegorical, since we are concerned only with the 
moral lesson which the incident contains. It is probable, how- 
ever, here, as in the Garden of Eden, the tempter came in attrac- 
tive and impressive form and challenged the claim of Jesus to be 
of divine origin as attested at his baptism. Augustine says, “It 
is the devil’s part to suggest it, it is ours not to consent.” Luther 
intimates that unless the tempting impression is felt, there is no 
real temptation, but unless acquiesced in or yielded to there is no 
sin.” Sin must then begin at the point when the solicitation 
begins to make a responsive impression upon the heart. After 
forty days of fasting the human body of Jesus hungered for 
food. Around him lay a number of siliceous accretions which 
legend has identified as petrified fruit of the cities of the plain. 
He possessed the power to convert the stones into bread, but he 
would not yield to the suggestion of Satan. 

On a later occasion, when weary in his journey and thirst- 
ing for a drink from Jacob’s well, the disciples requested him to 
eat of the bread they had just obtained in the city near by, he 
said, “I have meat to eat that you know not of.’”’ He had con- 
verted the Samaritan woman who had drawn water from the 
well, and given him a drink, if both the Saviour and the sinner 
had not forgotten the material water while considering the spir- 
itual food he alone could supply. He admits that food is needful 
to sustain life, but there is a greater need, since man cannot live 
by bread alone but by the words which come from the mouth of 
God. 

Ullman, in his book on the sinlessness of Jesus, makes the 
theological distinction of positive and negative temptation. In 
the one instance man is drawn into sin by enticement; on the 
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other hand he may be turned away from doing good, or the per- 
formance of a duty by threatened danger or actual suffering. 
These points were demonstrated in the subsequent career of our 
Lord and the trials which visited his apostles. The enemy of the 
Lord has campaigned too long to yield his cause for one defeat. 
Matthew faithfully records: “Then the devil took him to the 
Holy City, and made him stand on the summit of the Temple, and 
said to him, ‘If you are God’s Son, throw yourself down, for the 
Scripture says, “He will give his angels orders about you, and 
they will lift you up with their hands, so that you may never 
strike your foot against a stone!’”’’ Jesus said to him, “The 
Scripture also says, “You shall not try the Lord your God!’ 
And the devil took him to a very high mountain, and he showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor, and said 
to him, ‘I will give all this to you, if you will fall on your knees 
and do homage to me.’ Then Jesus said to him, “Begone, Satan! 
For the Scripture says, “You must do homage to the Lord your 
God, and worship him alone!’ Then the devil left him, and 
angels came and waited on him.” 

Mark indicates that the beginning of the: good news of 
Jesus Christ was inaugurated by John the Baptist, who opened 
his prophetic ministry calling attention to a distinguished suc- 
cessor. With slight variation in language and more briefly the 
evangelist presents John’s work; Jesus’ recognition of the wilder- 
ness prophet, asking baptism at his hands; the endorsement of 
the Christ by the Spirit who immediately led him into the desert 
among wild animals forty days subject to Satan’s temptations. 

Luke gives us a brief account of John’s parentage, the con- 
gratulation of Zacharias and Elizabeth by neighbors and rela- 
tives who came on the eighth day to circumcise and name the 
boy. Mary had visited her cousin with felicitations that her 
reproach would be removed even in old age by the expected son. 
The venerable priest had probably been told of Mary’s child, and 
in the divine message he delivered to the people he blessed the 
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Lord God of Israel, saying, “He has produced a mighty Saviour 
for us, in the house of his servant David. . . and you, my 
child, will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go 
before the Lord to make his way ready.” This evangelist does 
not give any account of the boyhood of John, but says in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of the emperor Tiberius a message 
came to Zacharias’ son, John, in the desert, and he went through 
all the Jordan valley preaching repentance and baptism in order 
to obtain the forgiveness of sins, as the book of the sermons of 
the prophet Isaiah says. The exhortation of John is substan- 
tially as given by the preceding evangelists, but the additional 
instruction is given to the throng who appeal to him, “Then 
what ought we to do?” He answers, “The man who has two 
shirts must share with the man who has none, and the man who 
has food must do the same.” Even tax-collectors came to be 
baptized, and they said to him, “Master, what ought we to do?” 
He said to them, “Do not collect any more than you are author- 
ized to.” And soldiers would ask him, “And what ought we to 
do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money or make false 
charges against people, but be satisfied with your pay.” 

All this aroused people’s expectations, and they were all 
wondering in their hearts whether John was the Christ. John 
said to them all, “I am only baptizing you in water, but someone 
is coming who is stronger than I am, whose shoes I am not fit to 
untie. He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire.’ So 
with many varied exhortations he would preach the good news 
to the people, but Herod the governor, whom he condemned 
because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the wicked things 
Herod had done, crowned them all by putting John in Prison. 

John gives this testimony concerning the wilderness prophet. 
“When the Jews sent priests and Levites to him from Jerusalem 
to ask him who he was, he admitted he was not the Christ. 
‘What are youthen? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘No, I am not.’ 
‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered ‘No.’ They said to him, 
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‘Who are your We must have some answer to give those who 
sent us here. What have you to say for yourself?’ He said, ‘I 
am a voice of one shouting in the desert, “Straighten the Lord’s 
way!’ This took place at Bethany, on the farther side of the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. When Jesus appeared John 
said, ‘I did not know him, but it is in order that he may be made 
known to Israel that I have come and baptized. . . and I tes- 
tify that he is the Son of God.’ ” 

John’s testimony here is of vital importance when he an- 
nounces the character of him who has just been baptized. Men 
of humble station and those filling exalted positions had come 
confessing their sins and ceremonially receiving cleansing from 
unrighteousness. Jesus says, “It is right for us to do everything 
that God requires.” This unique character has been variously 
estimated by writers of his day and in later studies. He had not 
at the time he came to John become known except as a carpenter 
of Nazareth. We shall soon witness a popular test. The re- 
ligious Jews, the philosophical Greeks, the militant Romans, the 
miscellaneous aggregation of population in this most noted de- 
pendency of the existing empire, will speedily examine this 
strange man. To satisfy the Jews as a Messiah he must be the 
son of David or the son of Ephraim. John announces him as 
the Son of God. 

It is thought by some he had a commanding form and at- 
tractive features—like King Saul, perhaps, who stood above the 
crowd and made an impressive leader. If John’s later allusion 
to him as the Lamb of God could be construed as indicating his 
physical appearance, he must have seemed of gentle and appeal- 
ing nature rather than of commanding character. Personality 
may exist without divinity, but divinity cannot exist without 
personality. The properties of personality are self-conscious- 
ness, reason, conscience and free-will. He had, in addition to 
these, distinct divine attributes, as eternity, omnipotence, omni- 
science, wisdom and love. We shall find Jesus claiming these 
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powers and gifts which have never been possessed by anyone but 
God. He is, then, a theanthropic personality, or he is an impos- 
tor. He must have been an absolutely upright character, or the 
basest of hypocrites. John certainly regarded him a sinless man 
or he would not have been the one who is to remove the world’s 
sin. No mere man has successfully maintained this claim. The 
Docetist was heard to say, “I have no sin,” and occasionally an 
individual or small group of persons have been found in later 
times who claimed sinless perfection. The lives of persons mak- 
ing these professions have usually furnished the strongest proof 
of the falsity of their claim. But for nineteen hundred years, 
not only the masses of the people, but almost without exception 
men and women of the keenest perception and the amplest cul- 
ture, have pronounced the life of Jesus the true and complete 
ideal of human perfection. At what time he formed his plan for 
the kingdom of God we do not know, but the moral and reli- 
gious, the social and political principles he promulgated have con- 
tributed more to human welfare than all the systems wrought 
out by all the other great leaders the world has known. He did 
not seek alliance with the rich and the great, but associated him- 
self with the humbler classes. 

From boyhood to maturity of years Jesus appears to have 
moved with great deliberation. He is now prepared for his 
earthly mission, and henceforth his life will be full of activity 
and incident. He founds a religion. Moses teaches, “The stran- 
ger that dwelleth with you, shall be unto you as one born among 
you.” Zoroaster says, “The best, the most beautiful of all re- 
ligions are good thoughts, good words, good deeds.” Confucius 
says, “What you would not like when done to yourself, do not 
unto others.” Brahm says, “Lead me from the unreal to the 
real, from darkness to light, from death to immortality.” 
Buddha says, “Eschew all evil, cherish good, cleanse your inmost 
thought.” Muhammid says, “God created man, and is closer to 
him than his jugular vein.” Jesus commands, “Thou shalt love 
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the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and love thy neighbor as 
thyself.’”’ We see that the old systems of religion have valuable 
moral precepts, but they lack the great essential. Jesus recog- 
nized the ethical standards of Nicodemus, but exacted of this 
distinguished teacher in Israel, “You must be born again.” 
Jesus the Christ was the Leader the world longed for. He only 
is “the Light, that lighteth every man who comes into the 
world.” 
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JESUS ENTERS UPON HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY 


EL Avine learned of the arrest and imprisonment of John the 
Baptist, our Lord retired to Galilee. Anticipating personal 
menace from Antipas, the governor of this district, he left Naza- 
reth and located in Capernaum, on the northern coast of Tibe- 
rias. He now began to preach the same message John had given 
the people of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
approaching.” Strolling along the sea-shore he noticed two men 
engaged in fishing, and called them as disciples, saying, “Come, 
follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Andrew and 
Simon promptly laid aside their nets and followed him. A little 
further down the lake-shore he came upon two other brothers in 
the boat with their father Zebedee, repairing their nets; and he 
called them also to his service. Leaving their father in the boat 
they joined the company of Jesus and went over the country 
where the Lord preached in the synagogues of this province and 
healed all manner of diseases among the people. 

The fame of this wonderful preacher spread more rapidly 
than that of even the distinguished prophet of the wilderness; 
for multitudes flocked to him from Galilee, the ten cities, Jeru- 
salem, from other parts of Judea and from the eastern side of 
the River Jordan. The cures effected everywhere among the 
afflicted as reported by Matthew are noted in Mark’s record with 
slight variation in the language in which the incidents are men- 
tioned. Luke speaks of the discourse delivered by our Lord in 
the synagogue of Nazareth. “He went into the synagogue, as 
he was accustomed to do, and stood up to read the Scriptures; 
and a roll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him, and he 
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found the place where it said, “The spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, for he has consecrated me to preach the gospel to the poor, 
he has sent me to proclaim release for prisoners, recovery of 
sight to the blind, freedom to the oppressed, and to announce 
the year of the Lord’s favor!’ Returning the roll of Scripture 
to the attendant, Jesus said, “This passage of Scripture has been 
fulfilled here in your hearing this day. No doubt you will quote 
the proverb to me, Doctor, heal yourself! Do the things in your 
own city that we hear you are doing in Capernaum. But I as- 
sure you no prophet is aecepted in his own country.’ ”’ 

He alluded to the incident in the days of Elijah when a 
drought lay on the country for three years and a half, and dire 
famine wasted the land. The prophet was sent to only one home, 
that of a widow of Sarepta in the district of Sidon. Jesus may 
have related the circumstance; the widow was gathering a little 
fuel to bake the last cake from her exhausted food supply, when 
Elijah came up and bade her, “Fetch me, I pray you, a little 
water in a cup, that I may drink.” The woman hastened to do 
the bidding of the prophet, but before she could comply with his 
first request he proffered another, ‘Bring me, I pray you, a mor- 
sel of bread.” “As the Lord thy God liveth,” protested the 
widow, “I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, 
and a little oil in a cruse, and I am gathering these sticks, that 
I may go and prepare it for me and my sons that we may eat it 
and die.’’ “Go on,” said the prophet; “do as you have said, only 
make me a little cake first and bring it to me; then make some 
for yourself and the children.” He may have told the people 
how the widow obeyed this strange order and how she found 
plenty of meal in the barrel and oil in the cruse, not only for the 
present frugal meal but food for many days to come. He spoke 
also of the Syrian leper Naaman, cured by Elisha the prophet 
when many lepers remained in Caanan unhealed. 

The anger of the people was aroused by this discourse, and 
they drove him out of Nazareth. Jesus avoided their violence 
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and went on preaching. About this time some persons, who had 
heard the Baptist call him the Lamb of God, came up to him and 
asked, “Master, where are you staying?’ He replied, “Come 
and see.”” So they went where he was staying and spent the day 
with him. 

Andrew, brother of Simon, was one of these disciples of 
John the Baptist, and he went after this brother and finding him 
said, ‘We have found the Messiah!” He took Simon with him 
_ to where Jesus was staying. Our Lord looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon, son of John. You shall be called Cephas 
(Hebrew for Peter which means a rock).” These brothers evi- 
dently went back to their boat and fishing tackle, as we find them 
there when called to become fishers of men. 

The next day Jesus determined to leave for Galilee, prob- 
ably not wishing to be interrupted in his work, as John the Bap- 
tist had just now been dragged off to prison by Herod’s police. 
He found Philip of Bethsaida in the crowd, and said, ‘Come 
with me.” Philip responded and, finding his brother Nathanael 
near by, said to him, “We have found the one of whom Moses 
wrote in the law, and about whom the prophets wrote; it is 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, who comes from Nazareth.” “Can 
anything good come from Nazareth?” asked the brother. Philip 
replied, “Come and see!” Seeing this critical Jew coming, our 
Lord observed, “Here is really an Israelite without duplicity.” 
“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus told him, 
“While you were under the fig tree, before Philip called you, I 
recognized you.” “You are indeed the Son of God,” exclaimed 
Nathanael. 

While on this trip John mentions the wedding at Cana in 
Galilee, where Jesus was present with some of his disciples. The 
town was near Mary’s home and she appears prominent among 
the guests. It was a party of some importance and furnished 
the occasion for the miracle when the Lord converted the water 
into wine. 
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Directly after this social event Jesus went up to Jerusalem 
to the Passover. He found traffickers desecrating the Temple 
and drove them out. During the night Nicodemus, a member of 
the council, came to the Lord and confessed, “Master, we know 
that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can 
show the signs that you do, unless God is with him.” Promptly, 
Jesus informs this noted visitor, “I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless he is born over again from above.” John 
does not tell us that our Lord is announcing a treatise on sys- 
tematic theology, but he has called attention to the supernatural 
origin of Jesus, to the doctrine of the Deity of Christ, and now 
to the agency of the Holy Spirit in regeneration. 

The discussion with Nicodemus is one of the sublimest pas- 
sages in Scripture. ‘Are you the teacher of Israel,’ asks our 
Saviour, “and yet ignorant of this? I tell you we know 
what we are talking about and we have seen the things we tes- 
tify to, yet you refuse our testimony. If you will not believe the 
earthly things of which I speak, how can you accept as true the 
things concerning heaven, of which I shall speak? No one has 
gone up to heaven, except the Son of Man who came down from 
heaven. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, in order that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that no one who be- 
lieves in him should be lost, but that they should all have eternal 
life. God did not seend his Son into the world to pass judgment 
on the world, but that through him the world may be saved. No 
one who believes in him has to come up for judgment. Any one 
who does not believe stands condemned already, for not believing 
in God’s only begotten Son. The basis of the judgment is this, 
that the light has come into the world, and yet, because their 
actions were wicked men have loved the darkness rather than the 
light. For everyone who does wrong hates the light, and will not 
come to it, for fear his conduct will be exposed. Everyone who 
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is living honestly will seek the light to show that his deeds have 
been performed in reliance upon God.” 

A little while before John the Baptist was arrested, he was 
occupied with his work in north-eastern Judea at a place called 
/Enon. There was plenty of water there, and people came to 
him and were baptized. Here a discussion arose between some 
of John’s disciples and a certain Jew about purification. The 
disciples took the case to their Master. At this time also they 
called his attention to Jesus, who was now drawing the crowds 
to his ministry. The Baptist replied to this apparent appeal 
against a rival ““A man can get nothing unless it is given him 
from heaven. You will bear me witness that I said, I am not 
the Christ. I have been sent in advance of him. It is the bride- 
groom who has the bride, but the bridegroom’s friend, who 
stands outside and listens to his voice, is very glad when he 
hears the bridegroom speak. So this happiness of mine is now 
complete. He must grow greater and greater, but I less and less. 
He who comes from heaven is above all others. It is to what 
he has seen and heard that he gives testimony, and yet no one 
accepts his testimony. Whoever does accept it has thereby 
acknowledged that God is true. For he whom God has sent 
speaks God’s word, for God gives him his spirit without measure. 
The Father loves the Son, and has put everything in his hands. 
Whoever believes in the Son possesses eternal life, but whoever 
disobey the Son will not experience life, but will remain under 
the anger of God.” 

Brief yet deadly are the attacks this prophet makes against 
the sins of the people, many of whom had confessed their guilt 
and sought baptism at the hands of the Baptist. Herodias, 
paramour of Antipas, resented the rebukes of the preacher and 
while continuing in her folly and criminal conduct, determined 
the destruction of the Lord’s servant. Her fiendish plot will 
duly mature. Salome’s dance delighted Herod, who rewarded 
her with the prophet’s head. 
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Isaiah had foretold the coming and character of this last 
of the old prophets as “the voice of one who cries in the wilder- 
ness, Prepare a way for the Lord, make the highway straight 
for our God.” John the Baptist was the commissioner to make 
ready for the coming of the Son of God. Just now we have 
an interesting illustration in the official visit of the Prince of 
Wales to the Dark Continent. King George has sent his son 
upon an important mission. A high officer of the crown in 
Africa has been instructed to prepare the way for his approach 
and reception by the people. The Prince is expected at an early 
day. His special train will require a perfect railway. Faulty 
engineering must be corrected, defective ties and rails must be 
removed, and additional ballast supplied. In like manner John 
understood his commission to prepare the way for Jesus the 
Christ. He found the old system built under the contract with 
Abraham in ill repair. Traffic had broken down when it reached 
Malachi, and for many years the disreputable highway had been 
a disgrace to the Jews and a dishonor to the Lord. With pro- 
digious energy John undertook to remove the debris of prophet- 
less operations, and install a suitable highway for the coming 
Son of God. How, unlike many officials, he ignored his personal 
interests and consumed himself in preparation for the expected 
Prince! He might have announced himself the royal repre- 
sentative, and secured popular favor and prospective distinction. 
But not so would he have it. “I am not the Christ. His majesty 
will increase; mine will grow less.” 

In the midst of his work the Baptist was arrested by the 
minions of the dissolute governor of Galilee and dragged off to 
prison. His punishment for denouncing the conduct of her 
ladyship Herodias, for deserting her lawful husband Philip 
and living with his brother Herod Antipas, was incarceration 
with vile criminals, and later ignominious death at the demand 
of this lewd woman. The disciples came for his headless body 
and gave it respectful burial. Now left without a leader they 
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went to Jesus and reported his cousin’s tragic death. Of his 
tomb, we know only what tradition tells us, that underneath a 
Turkish mosque near the old site of Samaria in a little vault 
cut in the rock the mortal remains of John the Baptist are 
entombed. 

A little, dirty Arab village of scarcely more than a half- 
hundred houses now marks the place where the ancient capital 
of the province of Samaria once flourished. Here in early days 
royalty held court in the midst of gorgeous palaces, surrounded 
by parks of oriental splendor. And this ruined city once held 
the prison constructed by cruel Herod near the close of his reign. 
Wild, wicked Arabs have long held this place made sacred by 
the supposed tomb of the prophet. No Christian may approach 
the grave to deposit a wreath expressive of affectionate memory 
of this greatest man of his age. Our Lord has, however, paid 
distinguished tribute to his messenger when he says, “I tell you, 
among men born of women, no one greater than John the Baptist 
has ever appeared.”’ Jesus’ apparent alarm over this monstrous 
treatment of his faithful servant, and the probable interruption 
of his own work, led him to remove with his mother and the 
children to the city of Capernaum, where he appears to have 
continued his earthly residence. 
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OUR LORD PREACHES THE SERMON 
ON THE MOUNT 


ESUS had come to one of the foothills of the Lebanon Moun- 
tains, where he had probably halted before in his evangelistic 
trip through Galilee. A multitude was gathering, and he seemed 
to have in mind a special message for the disciples; so he retired 
a little distance up the mountain, and seating himself, began 
to speak to the disciples who were near him. In this innermost 
circle undoubtedly were grouped the men whom he was about 
to call out from the crowd as his special staff. It was important 
that these disciples should receive the full instruction which he 
had planned for this occasion. He spoke in the Hebrew tongue 
of that period; corrupted by the mingling of other dialects it 
has been called Aramaic. Adopting the synagogue didactic 
method, his words would scarcely reach the outer circle of the 
people who were crowding upon him. He may have moved 
forward during the delivery of his sermon to the most available 
pulpit of the rocky slope, to address the eager multitude. 
Matthew’s Gospel, only, gives in complete order this greatest 
of ethical discourses ever preached. 

The nine felicitous declarations in the opening of his teach- 
ing, and the seven reverent petitions recorded about the middle 
of the discourse are without parallel in any other speech or 
literature. These properties have been called the Beatitudes and 
the Lord’s Prayer. Matthew tells us his disciples came up to 
him, and he began to teach them, saying, ““Happy are the poor 
in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Happy are the 
bereaved; for they shall be comforted. Happy are the meek; 
for they shall inherit the earth. Happy are those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be satisfied. Happy 
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are the merciful; for they shall be shown mercy. Happy are 
the pure in heart; for they shall see God. Happy are the peace- 
makers; for they shall be named the children of God. Happy 
are those who suffer persecution on account of their righteous- 
ness; for they will possess the heavenly kingdom.’ The former 
declarations appear general, but now the Lord makes a personal 
application. “Happy are you, my special staff, when men shall 
revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake; rejoice and be happy; for great 
is your reward in heaven.” 

No sermon has ever been delivered of equal power and 
grandeur of introduction, and the full discourse, as recorded 
by Matthew in the fifth, sixth and seventh chapters, is replete 
with the sublimest moral and religious proclamation ever heard. 
In what we may call his peroration, our Lord warns, “Beware 
of false preachers, who come to you disguised in sheep’s cloth- 
ing, but under their coats are voracious wolves.”” Professions 
may be made with the lips but the Lord listens only to the voice 
of the heart. Jesus declares, “Many will say to me on that day 
of assizes, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not preached in your name? 
and by your name have exorcised demons? and in your name 
accomplished many notable deeds’’” But he will answer, 
“Depart to your own company; I do not recognize you.” 

How thrilling the imagery with which he closes the ser- 
mon! “Everyone, therefore, who listens to this teaching of 
mine and acts accordingly, will show the sense of the man who 
built his house upon a rock foundation. And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew and swirled about that 
house, but it fell not; for it was founded upon rock. And 
everyone that hears these sayings of mine and does not heed 
them, will be like the foolish man who built his house on sand; 
and the rain fell, and the river rose, and the wind blew and 
beat about the house, and it went down, and its downfall was 
complete.” When Jesus had finished this discourse the crowds 
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were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who 
had authority and not like the scribes. 

Luke gives a recension of this sermon in his sixth chapter. 
He states that Jesus spent the night preceding this sermon in 
prayer on the mountain, but he came down with the disciples 
at daybreak and preached on the plain, with a great throng 
of disciples and a large number of people who had gathered to 
hear him and who sought healing from him. The apostles were 
all present, to whom he seems specially to have delivered the 
Beatitudes. 

This is the longest discourse recorded of Jesus’ teachings. 
The two thousand words do not make a really long sermon. 
But we have here the greatest sermon ever preached. The critic 
may say the preacher has not conformed to the rules of ancient 
rhetoric, and that modern homiletics has altogether outgrown 
his style. Nevertheless this great moral expository discourse 
has been accepted by five hundred million auditors as the Sermon 
on the Mount. Paul, Chrysostom, Whitfield, Spurgeon, Beecher, 
and others of the world’s most famous gifted pulpit orators, 
bow in humble tribute to the Prince of Preachers, as all acclaim 
him the Prince of Peace. 

Among the epistles of the New Testament, James has writ- 
ten what appears to be a commentary on his Master’s sermon. 
This exegetical study shows more clearly than any critical 
document that James the second wrote this letter as one who 
had stood near his Lord at the time the Sermon on the Mount 
was delivered, and that he, like Matthew, had been not only an 
attentive hearer, but had carefully treasured up the Master’s 
words. An analysis of the epistle has shown more than twenty 
comments on passages in the sermon. Two or three illustrations 
are cited: 

The closing sentence of the Lord’s Prayer, “Lead us not 
into temptation,”’ has this comment from James: “No one should 
think when he is tempted, that his temptation comes from God, 
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for God is incapable of being tempted by what is evil, and he 
does not tempt anyone. When anyone is tempted, it is by his 
own desire that he is enticed and allured. Then desire conceives 
and gives birth to sin, and when sin is mature, it brings forth 
death.” 

In the sermon Jesus says, “Ask, and what you ask will be 
given you. Search, and you will find what you search for. 
Knock, and the door will open to you. For it is always the one 
who asks who receives, and the one who searches who finds, 
and the one who knocks to whom the door opens.” James com- 
ments on this passage: “You covet things, and you cannot get 
them, and so you quarrel and fight. You do not have things 
because you do not ask for them. You ask and fail to get them 
because you ask with wrong motives, to spend them on your 
pleasures.” 

Speaking of our treatment of others Jesus, concluding an 
important paragraph in his sermon, says, ““Therefore, you must 
always treat other people as you would like to have them treat 
you, for this sums up the law and the prophets.’’ On this 
passage James comments: “If you really obey the supreme law 
where the Scripture says, “You must love your neighbor as you 
do yourself,’ you are doing right, but if you show partiality, you 
are committing a sin, and stand convicted before the law as a 
law-breaker. For anyone who obeys the whole of the law, but 
makes one single slip, is guilty of breaking it all.” 

Luke’s difference in the time and place of the delivery of 
the Master’s great sermon is not material. His abridgment 
of the discourse in Matthew, cited above, is further noticed in 
his eleventh chapter, where he records the Lord’s Prayer and a 
couple of other abbreviated sentences. In the introduction to 
the Third Gospel, he says, “Many writers have undertaken to 
compose accounts of the movement which has developed among 
us, just as the original eye-witnesses who became teachers of 
the message have handed it down to us.” Probably Luke refers 
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to the numerous apocryphal accounts which the writers sought 
to have incorporated with the genuine inspired records of the 
canon of the Scriptures. Of the 108 of these apocryphas a few 
only are extant. They were of little value except to illustrate 
what the Bible is not. The eye-witnesses were alone competent 
to be teachers and writers of the sacred Scriptures, and they 
were inspired of God. 


CHAPTER VII 


THE CALLING OF MATTHEW CONSIDERED A 
POLITICAL MOVE 


fe NG the religious service in the mountain, Jesus 
came down to Capernaum and continued his work of teaching 
and healing the people who sought his ministry. Shortly after- 
ward he made the trip across the sea to Gadara. A violent storm 
struck the boat while crossing and, alarmed for their safety, 
the disciples called Jesus, who, weary with constant service, had 
fallen asleep. He arose, chided the disciples for their weak faith, 
rebuked the storm and soon made the landing in safety. 

On leaving the ship he was accosted by two demoniacs, 
“Son of God, are you come here to torment us before the time?” 
He dismissed the demons to a herd of swine feeding near and 
they rushed into the sea. The herdsmen reporting this in the 
city, the people requested him to leave their border. Re-embark- 
ing he returned to his own city. At this time he was passing 
down the public street, and seeing Matthew at the seat of cus- 
tom said, “Follow me.” He arose at once, left the tax-office, 
and conducted Jesus to his own house, where he ordered a ban- 
quet served in honor of his new Master. 

The Pharisees complained to the disciples about their Master 
eating with a tax-collector, when the Lord, observing their criti- 
cism, said, “I did not come to invite the pious but the 
irreligious.”’ 

Luke uses the name Levi, in mentioning the call of 
Matthew, and emphasizes the conduct of this new follower of 
Jesus, who celebrated his entrance of service by giving a testi- 
monial dinner to his Lord. “He gave a great entertainment 
for him in his house and there was a great throng of tax- 
collectors and others who were at table with them.” 
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“Mathew’s personality and his political position gave him 
a unique place in the staff which the Lord chose for immediate 
service. The little that is recorded respecting the character and 
work of this disciple is sufficient to establish him as a notable 
person. The artist has aided the historian in portraying the 
Master and his personal staff. Leonardo da Vinci, one of the 
world’s great artists, in his painting of the “Last Supper,” has 
put into his study of the features of Jesus and his apostles an 
unmistakable record of these personalities. From this famous 
painting we have a splendid engraving of Matthew. His features 
are a good replica of Alexander the Great. His clean, bold, 
intelligent face attracts your admiration and secures your con- 
fidence. He was, perhaps, thirty years of age when chosen for 
office under the treasury department of the Roman Empire. 

The office of quzestor, publican or tax-collector was 
originally held by patricians, but the growth of the empire led 
to the appointment of plebeians to aid in gathering the customs 
and tribute from the numerous subjugated peoples. The strong 
patriotism of the Jews caused them to hold these officers in great 
disfavor. The wars of the Maccabees illustrate the heroic spirit 
of the Jews in defending their laws and institutions. 

That Matthew was one of these hated customs officers did 
not increase the popularity of Jesus with the official Jews. 
“Why,” they demanded, “do you eat and drink with tax- 
collectors. and irreligious people?” The large gathering of 
prominent citizens of Capernaum at this testimonial dinner 
Matthew gave his Master, indicates the wealth and influence 
of this new convert. His nobility of character, independence 
of nature and ability of self-renunciation appear in the state- 
ment, ‘He left everything and got up and followed Jesus.” 

After many months of constant movement and peculiar 
vicissitudes, Jesus recognized the fact that he was nearing the 
close of his earthly activities. The hostile spirit of his enemies 
evinced their purpose to speedily compass his destruction. 
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Now, for the first time, he called his guard to arm themselves. 
Matthew, whose duties as a public officer had required him to 
bear arms, probably had worn his sword, and this, with one 
other, was reported ready for use. When Judas, leading the 
guard and officials sent to arrest Jesus, reached the Garden of 
Gethsemane he saluted his victim with a traitor’s kiss. The 
officer of the guard came forward to execute the arrest, and 
one of the Lord’s little company, recognizing the peril, asked, 
“Master, shall we use our swords?” If Matthew awaited the 
order, impetuous Peter did not. He struck blindly at the 
advancing emissaries and cut off the ear of Malchus. John, 
who must have been standing close beside his Lord at this 
juncture of the affair, tells us that when the Master surrendered 
to the guard he said, “Let these men go.”’ There appears to 
have been no order for the arrest of the apostles, and they were 
allowed to go where they pleased. There is evidence that John 
and Peter accompanied the posse to the house of Annas, and 
later to Caiaphas the high-priest. 

It is by no means improbable that the other apostles as 
well as certain women mentioned by John followed the crowd 
and evinced all the interest possible in the issue of this great 
tragedy. The story that the apostles had threatened to burn 
the Temple, and were being sought by the police, is only a wild 
rumor and more than likely untrue. Had there been any such 
order, Peter and John would have been placed under arrest at 
once. This apostle tells us the eleven were in Jerusalem on the 
third day after the crucifixion and that the Lord appeared to 
them in the house where they were staying. 

The evidence of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension 
was in possession of the apostles; then, on Pentecost, as it had 
been promised them, they were endowed with the Holy Spirit. 
The people were filled with awe. Many signs and wonders were 
shown by the apostles. Crowds gathered to hear their preaching, 
and many were converted. The apostles gave their testimony 
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to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power, and 
God’s favor rested richly upon them. Those who had means 
contributed freely to the sustenance of the less-favored disciples, 
and to the propogation of the good news. The high-priest 
secured the arrest of the apostles and had them thrown into 
the common jail. But an angel of the Lord opened the jail doors 
in the night and let them out, and said to them, “Go, take your 
stand in the Temple, and tell the people all about this new life,” 
and in the morning the officers found their prisoners at liberty 
teaching again in the Temple. } 

The Jewish officials were worried. They must suppress 
this heresy, but how? The noted Pharisee, Dr. Gamaliel, 
addressed the council, “Men of Israel, take care what you pro- 
pose to do with these men. For sometime ago Theudas appeared, 
claiming to be a person of importance, and a group of men 
numbering some four hundred joined him. But he was killed 
and all his followers were dispersed and disappeared. After 
him, at the time of the census, Judas of Galilee appeared and 
raised a great following, but he too perished, and all his follow- 
ers were scattered. So in the present case I tell you, keep away 
from these men and let them alone, for if this idea or movement 
is of human origin, it will come to naught; but if it is from 
God, you will not be able to stop it. You may actually find 
yourselves fighting God!’ The council accepted this advice 
after giving the apostles a flogging, and sent them away with 
the warning to desist henceforth from speaking in the name of 
Jesus. 

The apostles did not lose a single day from their ministry 
but went on preaching in the Temple and from house to house. 
They did not stop to debate whether they should obey God or 
man. They had been commissioned from heaven to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus the Christ, and this one thing they did with a 
zeal and devotion which won the people to the new religion. 
Some people from Samaria had been converted, and the apostles 


42 


THE CALL OF MATTHEW 


sent Peter and John up there to guide the missionary movement. 
Then came the news of the conversion of the notorious perse- 
cutor, Saul of Tarsus, up at Damascus. This convert came to 
Jerusalem, which was his then present home, and sought mem- 
bership in the church. Barnabus introduced him to the apostles. 
He gave account of his remarkable experience, and was received 
into fellowship. The Jews were greatly embittered by Saul’s 
defection and sought to kill him, and the brethren got him out 
of the city. 

Up to this time the apostles deemed it necessary to confine 
their personal work chiefly to Jerusalem. The good news had, 
however, spread over Syria, and converts were made from 
people visiting this great religious metropolis of the world, and 
missionary enterprises were undertaken. The benevolent work 
of the Christians in Jerusalem was taxing the apostles so much 
that they had seven competent men chosen to attend to the 
material interests of the church while they gave themselves fully 
to the preaching of the good news of the kingdom of heaven. 
About twenty years had passed since the ascension, and the 
expectation of an early return of Jesus had given place to more 
settled conviction that the Lord had a greater witnessing for 
them to do among the nations. Then came a deputation from 
the foreign field to inquire the opinion or secure the authority 
of the apostles regarding certain Judaizing disciples who were 
insisting upon the circumcision of converts among the Gentiles. 
The apostles and elders held a meeting to consider the matter 
and finally decided, while the action of these Jewish brethren was 
without their authority, it appeared to them unnecessary. They 
therefore selected two distinguished brethren to return with 
Paul and Barnabus to Antioch to confirm their statement, “The 
Holy Spirit and we have decided, not to lay upon you any 
burden but this indispensable one, that you avoid whatever has 
been sacrificed to idols, the tasting of blood and of meat of 
animals that have been strangled, and immorality.” 
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This is the last full meeting of the apostolic twelve of which 
we have record. The elder James had been arrested and executed 
by order of Herod Agrippa some time before this meeting. At 
the first meeting after the Lord’s departure, the apostles had 
deemed it necessary to elect one of the most competent disciples 
who had been following Jesus, to take the place of Judas the 
traitor. Matthias, then chosen, appears to have been constantly 
with the other apostles sharing the trials and triumphs of that 
office. Henceforth this little group of intimate followers of 
Jesus must diminish as death invades their ranks. It is now 
about A. D. 53. 

We have found the apostles, as a body, specially chosen 
by our Lord and inspired by the Holy Spirit. In that wonderful 
forty-third chapter of Isaiah, the prophet records, “Ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God.” In like manner 
Jesus had appointed the apostles to testify for him. When a 
meeting was held to elect a successor to Judas, guidance was 
asked that a man might be chosen who had been associated with 
them all the time that the Lord Jesus moved about among them, 
from his baptism by John to the time when he was caught up 
from them, to join them as a witness to his resurrection. In 
their eagerness to preach the good news as widely as possible 
_ the apostles had given little attention to giving permanent form 
to the teaching of Jesus. The great facts of this new religion 
had been related by the apostles to the converts, and traditionally 
passed along from Jerusalem out into the world where the 
disciples scattered with the glad message of the kingdom of God. 

It is admitted by the greatest biblical students, that the 
silent, intelligent and devoted officer who had left the seat of 
custom, who had attested his appreciation of Jesus by giving 
him a banquet and invited his distinguished associates and fel- 
low-citizens to do him honor, who had never asked promotion 
- or made any superficial pledges of loyalty, was foremost in con- 
serving the teaching and work of his Master. The book written 
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in Hebrew by Matthew, one of the twelve, says a recent author, 
we know to have been a collection of the sayings of Jesus. 
Another modern author speaks of “the priceless sayings by 
Matthew the apostle.’ Dr. Hitchcock, in his famous Analysis 
of the Bible, the most extensively endorsed book extant, gives 
the date of this biography of Jesus, by the apostle Matthew, 
at A. D. 37-40. Julian, eminent scholar and Christian translator, 
says he found a copy of this Hebrew volume of the life of 
Jesus the Christ in the library of Pamphylius at Czsarea, and 
translated it into Greek and Latin. Dr. Cureton in 1842 brought 
from the East a Syrian manuscript which he thinks contains 
the text of the Gospel cited by Jerome. 
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THE MASTER APPOINTS AND QUALIFIES THE 
APOSTLES 


ee emphasis laid upon the calling of Matthew and his 

honorable career among the first disciples chosen by our 
Lord, is intended to correct the false impression made by some 
late biblical critics, who apparently wish wholly to ignore or 
greatly to minimize the service of this apostle. It is highly 
probable, the twelve disciples Jesus was now selecting for special 
service had been with him from the beginning of his public 
ministry. This opinion seems justified by the condition imposed 
by the apostles when electing a successor to Judas the Iscariot. 
Matthew’s expression appears to specialize the persons whom 
he chose to be apostles. “He called unto him his twelve 
disciples.”” The apostle goes on to name them personally with 
some characteristics by which they will be identified in the 
future. 

Each of the Synoptic Gospels presents the list of disciples 
appointed as apostles, but they do not observe any order in 
recording the names. That there was no distinction implied by 
the place the name held on the list, seems evident from the 
assertion of the Master himself: “All ye are brethren.” Mark 
tells us Jesus “went up into the mountain and called to him 
those he wished, and they came to him. And he ordained twelve 
whom he named apostles, that they should be with him, and that 
he might send them forth to preach.” Luke says the Master 
“went out into the mountain to pray, and continued all night 
in prayer to God; after daylight he called his disciples together, 
and chose from among them the twelve whom he named 
apostles.” 

The author of the First Gospel indicates the exigency which 
demanded the appointment of this personal staff by our Lord. 
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He looked out upon the great harvest and the few laborers 
ready to gather it. He must multiply himself in these mission- 
aries. By word and example he had taught them the nature and 
method of the work he wished done. Why, out of the large 
following he now had, he chose only twelve, we may infer they 
were the typical representatives of his coming kingdom. He 
said later, “You shall sit upon twelve thrones.” Just then they 
must trudge over Palestine and preach, “The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” They were restricted to their own country- 
men in giving this message. They were not to waste time talking 
to the Greeks or Romans nor even go to the Samaritans their 
half-brothers. He did not know just the day when the kingdom 
would appear, and instructed the disciples to pray the Father 
in Heaven, “Thy kingdom come!’ They must hasten their 
message to “‘the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

That the twelve were Jews is in keeping with the original 
choice of Abraham’s seed as a particular people through whom 
God intended to develop a religious nation. A king selects his 
ministry from his best-informed and most loyal subjects, and 
a general selects his staff from a list of competent subalterns 
in whose courage and efficiency he has confidence. A successful 
administration, a victorious campaign, depends largely upon 
the men chosen to fill these offices of trust. Can any plummet 
sound the depth of anguish in the heart of Jesus when he said, 
“Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is devilish?’ 
It is not possible that Judas enjoyed the intimacies which John 
experienced in association with his Master. 

A study of the features of these men, their habits of thought 
and their impulses, which are disclosed in the historical refer- 
ences we have of them, shows variety. The one word which 
best explains the character of Peter is, impulsive; Andrew, 
meditative; James, reflective; John, caressive; Philip, inquisi- 
tive; Bartholomew, serious; Thomas, distrustful; Matthew, 
punctilious; James 2, altruistic; Thaddeus, critical; Simon 2, 
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faithful; Judas, querulous; if we add the two who complete 
the endowed apostolate—the Pope not considered—we have 
Matthias, courteous; Paul, astute. Great personalities in them- 
selves, possessing spiritual endowments, they constitute a unique 
body. Organized as a cabinet or staff, with absolute loyalty 
demanded by the head, the real idea of this group is the family. 
The conception of sovereignty and dignity which belongs to the 
Lord as King, was merged in a loving brotherhood. As Jesus 
intimated, spiritual religion would tear the warp of the old 
garments of legalism. In like manner the new wine of a free 
gospel would burst autocratic skins of Jewish ritualism. 

The term used to designate this little band of personal 
servants was a Greek word, and is sometimes applied in Scrip- 
ture to designate other service than that immediately assigned 
to the twelve apostles, and to Matthias and Paul, later chosen 
for special reasons. In issuing his orders to the twelve, Jesus 
clearly informed them of the hardships, dangers, ignominy, and 
suffering which would attend their service for him. He promised 
no earthly compensation, but assured them of a share with him 
in the kingdom, and the approval of the Father at the end of 
the age. 

The orders which the apostles received restricted their work 
to their own countrymen; they should pay no attention to the 
cry of the heathen or the wants of their half-brothers, the Sama- 
ritans. Care for the house of Israel. Well, this is what we might 
expect from this group of religionists. The race to which they 
all belonged was naturally and electively the most distinguished 
people in the world. They were exceedingly proud of their 
ancestry and their exceptional history. Now, however, they 
were in subjection to a brutal pagan nation. Cruel as had been 
the administration of government by the Herods, the last of 
these descendants of Esau to rule in Palestine was now in prison 
for disloyalty to Tiberius, and the Roman governor held full 
sway at the capital of the Jewish nation. Later, it is true, 
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Caligula restored Agrippa to authority, but his rule henceforth, 
more acceptable to the Jews, was proscriptive to the religion 
of Jesus. Constantly in danger from the plots laid by the scribes 
and Pharisees, and perpetually menaced by the minions of Anti- 
pas, the possibility of continuing their work with less interrup- 
tion, probably led the Lord to confine their labors for the time 
chiefly to Galilee. Having received their commission, Luke tells 
us the apostles “set forth and went from village to village, tell- 
ing the good news and curing people everywhere.” 

After a season of mission work the apostles returned and 
told Jesus what they had done. While the twelve were away 
upon this special service they came upon certain persons whom 
they did not recognize, engaged in work similar to their own. 
John reported this incident to Jesus, “Master, we saw a man 
driving out demons with your name, and we told him not to do 
so, for he does not go with us.” Jesus replied to this, “Do not 
try to stop him, for the man who is not against you is for you.” 

It appears that Jesus had selected and sent out seventy- 
two other of his disciples upon the same mission of the apostles. 
Luke speaks of this additional force of workers in the spiritual 
harvest field. He says, “After this the Master appointed seventy- 
two others, and sent them on before him, two by two, to every 
town or place to which he intended to come!” The Lord gave 
the same instruction to this band of followers but designed to 
follow up their work in person. When they came in to make 
their report, they said, “Master, when we used your name, 
the very demons submitted to us!” Jesus said to them,“I saw 
Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning! Here I give 
you power to tread on snakes and scorpions, and to trample on 
all the power of the enemy. Nothing will hurt you at all. 
But do not be glad that the spirits submit to you, but be glad 
that your names are enrolled in heaven.” A little later, when 
alone with the disciples, Jesus said, “Blessed are the eyes that see 
what you see! for I tell you many prophets and kings have 
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wished to see what you see, and could not see it, and to hear what 
you hear, and could not hear it.”’ 

The privilege granted the apostles corresponded with the 
exceptional position to which they had been appointed. Paul, 
writing the people at Corinth who were ambitious for the use 
of spiritual gifts, tells the brethren, ‘God has placed people in 
the church, first as apostles, second as prophets, third as teachers, 
then to work miracles, cures of sick, for helpers, administrators 
and linguists.” The apostles were endowed by special gifts for 
the performance of any or all of the acts here specified. In a 
word they were plenarily inspired. They were authorized to do 
and did actually do the remarkable things implied in their com- 
mission. The work assigned them was possible only through 
this kind of divine assistance. 

The authority with which they were invested by the Lord 
could not have been used except as they personally represented 
Jesus. The way in which they united their testimony with that 
of the Holy Spirit would justly be denounced as sacrilegious 
except as they were speaking with divine approval. Jesus had 
promised this gift of inspiration, and the apostles claimed in 
their teachings, writings and all their official acts, to be influenced 
wholly by inspiration. The time is coming, however, says the 
apostle, when inspired preaching will cease, when the gift of 
tongues will stop, when knowledge will undergo change. At 
best these things are imperfect because of our deficiencies. Speak- 
ing for his Master, Paul says, ‘‘Cultivate the higher endowments. 
But if, having these, you lack love, you are helpless and useless 
to the service of the Lord.” | 

Everyone is given his spiritual illumination for the good 
service he may render the church and the world. Originally 
when the disciple was called to follow Jesus he abandoned every- 
thing and gave his personal attendance upon the Lord; later 
they translated the call, “Follow me!’ in a more liberal sense. 
They took the phrase to mean join the church and support its 
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institutions. Many conceived the meaning to have reference to 
the future. These several meanings concerning discipleship are 
doubtless embraced in the teachings of Jesus, but a correct 
understanding of our Lord’s teachings and life does not seem 
to require the abandonment of the family, but the exaltation of 
this first great institution in the light of supreme love to God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ. It gave no countenance to ambitious 
leadership which later bound the church to the corrupt policies 
of the state. Jesus could not possibly have meant that his fol- 
lowers were to be constantly figuring to secure their own salva- 
tion without contributing to the salvation of their fellow-men. 

The name “apostle” is sometimes applied to other disciples, 
but in a different sense than when designating the twelve origi- 
nally appointed and Matthias and Paul, who clearly constitute 
the staff on whom Jesus depended for the execution of the Great 
Commission. In the judgment of the Christian scholarship of 
the past nineteen centuries, the teachings and work of Jesus, and 
the teachings and acts of the apostles, have been regarded as of 
absolute authority in regulating the life and conduct of all 
Christians. While Peter was specially officious, and had the 
general concurrence of the other apostles in what he did, there 
is no satisfactory reason for exalting him to a higher position of 
honor than the Lord himself conferred upon all his chosen apos- 
tles. Of all the claims put forth by the ecclesiastical bodies of 
Christendom, past and present, not one can be produced which 
is more singularly unhistorical or more manifestly absurd than 
the episcopal dogma of apostolic succession. But granting Peter’s 
primacy, there is no evidence of the transmissible nature of this 
office. The strongest possible authority is against it. The Apos- 
tles’ Creed, a formula of Christian belief supposed by many to 
be the work of the apostles themselves, can only be traced to the 
fourth century. There is no evidence of its having been accepted 
in its present form till about the beginning of the ninth century, 
and of course it is not considered to have been inspired. 
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BezORE introducing the text of Matthew here it seems advis- 

able to make a brief statement regarding terms used in this 
chapter. The miracles wrought by Jesus Christ in attestation of 
his divine nature and mission are fundamental in biblical teach- 
ing. The Bible itself is a miracle, it is a supernatural revelation. 
It was needed, and was given to man to furnish him with an 
infallible and authoritative standard of spiritual truth; its chief 
object is the spiritual perfection of man. That the Bible makes 
known to us facts and truths which are above reason is what we 
should expect on a priori grounds. Such facts and truths are 
found in every sphere of human knowledge. The facts or doc- 
trines of the essential being of God, the Trinity, the Incarnation, 
the Person of Jesus, the Atonement, the Resurrection, we can 
understand in part, but only in part. To comprehend them is an 
absolute impossibility as well to the greatest as to the weakest 
human intellect. A prophecy is a miracle of knowledge. All 
messianic prophecies which foretold the coming of Jesus, and 
his unique characteristics, could only be understood in their ful- 
filment. Even then Jewish prejudice and faulty interpretations 
led many to reject Jesus as the promised Messiah. A miracle, as 
used here, is an extraordinary event wrought by the immediate 
agency of God, in attestation of the divine mission of Jesus and 
his apostles. The seal of the commission under which the twelve 
began their campaign bore the divine authority to “heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils.” The Phari- 
sees attributed the marvelous work wrought in their midst to 
diabolic power with which Jesus had been invested, and by which 
he wrought through his disciples. Our Lord, replying to his 
critics, says, “If Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against him- 
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self ; how shall then his kingdom stand? But if I cast out devils 
by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is coming un- 
awares to you.” 

In Facing the Crisis, Eddy presents Jesus Christ in his 
unique relationship. He quotes from Moffatt’s translation, the 
twenty-seventh to the thirtieth verses of chapter eleven: “‘All 
has been handed over to me by my Father: and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, nor does anyone know the Father 
except the Son, and he to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
Come unto me, all who are laboring and burdened, and I will 
refresh you. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find your souls 
refreshed; my yoke is kindly and my burden is light.” That 
Jesus here claims superhuman power is evident, but to what ex- 
tent scholars differ. The accepted version reads, “All things are 
delivered unto me of my Father.’ Goodspeed translates, “Every- 
thing has been handed over to me by my Father.” As Matthew 
wrote in Hebrew it is thought the text which Julian found at 
Czesarea and translated into the Greek, read “Cal sada yahab 
abba.” Giving the primary sense to Hebrew words, this would 
read, “All powers were given to me by my Father.”’ 

It seems highly probable that Jesus claimed authority over 
both matter and spirit in the establishment of the kingdom of 
heaven. His miracles testify to this, and the great commission 
recorded by Matthew near the close of his Gospel seems to con- 
firm this view. The author assumes that God, the Father, acted 
voluntarily in this commitment to the Son. While to deliver or 
hand over property or authority, carries a legal aspect, they have 
a secondary sense, which appear less likely to convey the mean- 
ing Matthew caught from his Master’s words. 

The attitude Jesus invariably sustained toward the Father 
in grace and prayer shows his unique relationship. The beautiful 
expression of a compassionate Friend and competent Saviour is 
voiced here as in no other language ever uttered. Deeply as he 
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loved the souls of men, he hated the sins which were despoiling 
his creatures. Hence he passes directly from the expression of 
conscious Deity, clothed with supreme power, and essaying to 
lift the burden from humanity, to pronounce a philippic against 
the conceited and conscienceless Pharisees who hovered about 
him like vultures. “You brood of snakes! how can you, bad as 
you are, utter anything good? For the mouth says only what 
the heart is full of. A good man out of the good he has accumu- 
lated, brings out things that are good; and a bad man, out of 
what he has accumulated that is bad, brings out things that are 
bad. But I tell you, for every careless word that men utter they 
will have to answer on the Day of Judgment. For it is by your 
words that you will be acquitted, or by your words that you will 
be condemned.” 

We find of the thirty-two miracles reported in the Gospels, 
Matthew mentions twenty-one, Mark seventeen, Luke sixteen 
and John ten. Matthew alone reports two, with Mark five, with 
Luke one, with Mark and Luke nine, with Mark and John one, 
with Luke and John one, with Mark, Luke and John two. These 
miracles embrace the acts of Jesus in raising the dead, casting 
out demons, curing the leper, healing the sick, restoring sight to 
the blind, renewing the withered hand, stilling the tempest, mak- 
ing the paralytic walk, converting water into wine. There are 
other supernatural acts of Jesus which are not usually character- 
ized as miracles but which have great evidential value in support- 
ing his claim, as the power over his own life. To that critical 
assembly in the Temple he said of his own life, “I have power to 
give it up and I have power to take it back again. These are the 
orders I received from my Father.” 

Of the four Greek terms used in the New Testament, “erga, 
teras, damita’’ and “dunameis,” translated into English by the 
words, “work, sign, wonder, mighty acts,” we derive the doc- 
trine of miracles. Two citations will show the use Jesus and his 
apostles make of the miracle in attesting their authority and 
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work. In the portion of Matthew quoted above our Lord tells 
the people of Chorazin, “If the mighty works that have been 
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented in sackcloth and ashes long ago!” Paul tells the Corin- 
thian brethren, “The signs that mark a true apostle, were most 
patiently shown when I was among you, in signs, wonders and 
marvels.” The definitions given these terms are various. They 
have been based, for the most part, upon some theory of the 
method according to which miraculous events are supposed to 
have been produced in the system of Nature; thus it has been 
said that a miracle is a violation of the laws of Nature; a sus- 
pension of the laws of Nature; contrary to the established laws 
of Nature; the effect of a higher law neutralizing the laws of 
Nature. The essential character of a miracle which we repeat 
here does not imply any theory of the relation to natural agen- 
cies. We should have no hesitancy, however, to claim the power 
possessed by our Lord fully adequate to suspend a law or change 
the function of anything he had created. 

Of some forty eminent philosophers of the past twenty-five 
centuries, whose opinions we have considered, all have contrib- 
uted to the science of principles, and aided in establishing sys- 
tems of knowledge for the education of the people. Thales, the 
father of Greek philosophy, based his doctrine upon fluid as the 
elemental principle of all things. President Mason, of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, in the crisis of the World War, invented the 
hydrophone for detecting and locating submarines. The Secre- 
tary of the Navy says, “It is doubtful if any man in the World 
War rendered a service quite so valuable.’”’ While these great 
men of the past have contributed immensely to our knowledge of 
the material universe, many of them have been pantheistic, hold- 
ing the doctrine of the substantial identity of God and the uni- 
verse, a position midway between atheism and dogmatic theism. 
Perhaps no two of them have agreed on any proposition. Plato, 
admittedly the greatest of the ancients, said to Socrates, “It 
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seems to me as to you also, I fancy, that it is very difficult, if not 
impossible, in the present life, to have clear knowledge concern- 
ing such subjects,” referring to the Divine Word. Hume objects 
to a miracle as “a transgression of the law of Nature by a par- 
ticular violation of the Deity.” The great Augustine met and 
answered this objection long ago: “How can that be contrary to 
Nature which takes place by the will of God, seeing that the will 
of the Almighty Creator is the true nature of every created 
thing? So that miracle is not contrary to Nature, but only to 
what is known of Nature.” Professor Powell objects: ‘‘Mira- 
cles are contrary to the grand truth of the infallibility and immu- 
tability of the natural order, a truth based upon a primary law 
of belief and confirmed by the whole range of Inductive Philos- 
ophy!’ As President Northrup says, “We need to distinguish 
between things radically different, though often confounded by 
those who urge this objection. It is a primary law of belief that 
every event must have a cause. It is a primary law of belief 
that the same cause must produce the same effect. It is asserted 
by Stewart that the conviction of the continued uniformity of 
the laws of Nature is a primary law of belief. If now a miracle 
were a contradiction of the first or second of these laws it would 
be absolutely incredible, but it is simply absurd to say that a 
miracle implies the possibility of an event without a cause, or 
that uniformity of causes does not necessitate uniformity of 
effects. It is therefore only the third so-called law of belief that 
can possibly furnish any ground for denying the credibility of 
miracles, but that laws of Nature are uniform in the sense that 
the same physical or natural causes must be followed by the same 
effects—in other words that the order of the natural universe 
must be infallible and immutable has no more valid claim to be 
regarded as a primary law of belief than has the Pope to be re- 
garded as infallible and immutable in his teaching. Such emi- 
nent inductive philosophers as Bacon, Newton, Whewell and 
Agassiz have not held, and do not hold, the views of Mr. Powell. 
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Inductive philosophy is neither deistic nor pantheistic, but the- 
istic—it teaches the existence of a personal God and therefore 
the possibility of miracles. It teaches not only the possibility of 
miracles but the fact of innumerable interruptions of the order 
of Nature during the history of our globe.” 

It is the opinion of the eminent scholar just quoted and of 
many of the foremost students of our time, that the idea of 
miracles may have entered as a fundamental element into the 
plan, physical and moral, of the government originally adopted 
by divine wisdom. Miracles would not only not disturb or trans- 
gress the law of Nature but be in perfect harmony with the law 
of divine creation. It has been said by a late author, “The his- 
torian who tries to construct a reasoned picture of the life of 
Christ finds that he cannot dispense with the miracles.” We 
have not expected support for the character and achievement of 
the plan formed by Jesus the Christ to save the world lost in sin, 
by deistic and pantheistic philosophers, but such distinguished 
Christian philosophers as Wayland, Edwards, Butler and Paley 
have maintained that “miracles are direct and fundamental proof 
of the Christian religion.” 

It has been said Satan and his emissaries work miracles. 
Certainly, the Bible admits that. Matthew, in his twenty-fourth 
chapter, gives that great eschatological discourse of Jesus in 
which he warns, ‘“‘False christs and false prophets will arise and 
will work great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if it were 
possible, the very elect.” Jesus works miracles, not to deceive, 
but to enlighten men. He uses his power to build up, not to tear 
down, to give joy, not to spread gloom. Look at that first mira- 
cle at a wedding festival; he turns water into wine, probably as 
much to add a cheer to wedlock, as to confirm the faith of his 
followers. About a week before he had refused to turn stones 
into bread to satisfy his own hunger, but to promote the health 
and happiness and holiness of the people he healed the sick, 
raised the dead, cleansed the lepers. 
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It is supposed that Joseph died some considerable time be- 
fore Jesus entered upon his public ministry, and the care of the 
family devolved upon him. Later he took Mary and the chil- 
dren with him to Capernaum, where he established headquarters 
for mission work. He was no recluse, but planned and pushed 
his work from the largest and most enterprising city of Galilee. 
Josephus tells us that a numerous population dwelt in the towns 
along the coast of Gennesaret. The fertility of the soil and the 
extensive fisheries kept the people busy, and the traffic from 
Egypt to Damascus passed through this commercial center. 
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CHAPTER X 


OUR LORD CALLS ATTENTION TO THE SIGNS 
OF THE TIMES 


Ife HIS sixteenth chapter Matthew records the persistent efforts 

of the Pharisees to entrap Jesus. If they cannot impale him 
on a horn of their legal dilemma by aid of the scribes they will 
entrap him by the aid of the Sadducees, their present confeder- 
ates in evil purpose. These twin assassins of character demanded, 
“Show us a sign from heaven.” To their impertinence Jesus 
replied curtly, “It is a wicked and faithless age that insists on a 
sign, and no sign will be given it but the sign of Jonah.” And 
he left them and went away. Mark makes brief allusion to this 
discomfort of the ecclesiastical critics of Jesus, adding this emo- 
tional expression, “He sighed deeply and said, Why do the men 
of this day ask for a sign? I tell you, no sign will be given 
them.” 

Luke, as usual, reproducing in abbreviated form the full 
discourses Matthew records of his Master, recalls the criticism 
of the undue ceremonial observances of the Pharisees. ‘Alas 
for you! You pay tithes of mint, rue, and every tiny herb, and 
disregard justice and the love of God. But you should have ob- 
served these, without neglecting the others. For you love to 
have the front seats in the synagogue and to be saluted with 
respect in public places. Alas for you! For you are like un- 
marked graves which men tread upon without knowing it.” 

An expert lawyer got up and said with mock respect, “Mas- 
ter, when you say that, you affront us too.” Quickly Jesus ac- 
cepted this forensic contest, “Yes, alas for you experts in the law 
too! For you load men with burdens they can hardly carry, and 
you will not touch them yourselves with a single finger. Alas 
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for you! For you build monuments for the prophets, whom 
your fathers killed. So you testify to what your fathers did and 
approve it, for they killed them and you build their monuments.” 
A new confederacy was formed. Pharisees, scribes, Sadducees 
and lawyers united to draw him out on many subjects, plotting 
to entrap him in something he might say. 

The old versions represent Jesus as quoting the familiar 
saying, “When it is evening, you say, it will be fair weather: for 
the sky is red. And in the morning, It will be foul weather to- 
day: for the sky is red and lowring. O you hypocrites! You 
can discern the face of the sky but can you not discern the signs 
of the times?” John’s Gospel has been appealed to as more of a 
polemic treatise than a historical record. The seven signs, from 
the Greek term deiknumi, used in connection with the figure or 
sign of fair weather or storm, have been noted as specially sig- 
nificant. ‘“‘This, the first of the signs of his mission, Jesus 
showed at Cana in Galilee.” By it he showed his greatness, and 
his disciples believed in him. The commercial value of a recipe 
to change water into wine can be readily seen. The contribution 
to the social custom of that day, adding a smile to the marriage 
festival, might indicate that Jesus was no unsympathetic guest. 
But the use of divine power, always employed for the good of 
the people, was an immediate announcement of his character and 
mission. He was the Saviour of men. He would give joy for 
sorrow, life for death, a new nature to a sin-perverted soul. 

The second sign Jesus showed was at Capernaum. An off- 
cer of the king came and begged him to cure his son whose life 
was even now despaired of. The Lord said to him, “Unless you 
see signs and marvels you will never believe.” In an agony of 
grief the nobleman cried, “Come down, sir, before my child is 
dead.” Recognizing the great faith of the father, Jesus said, 
“You can go home. Your son is going to live.” When he 
reached home the servants told him yesterday at one o’clock the 
fever left him. That was the exact time when Jesus had given 


60 


THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 


him the message of life for his son, and he and his whole house- 
hold believed in Jesus. 

A few days later our Lord and his disciples went up to 
Jerusalem, and as they were passing by the pool of Bethesda, 
they saw a number of sick, blind, lame, waiting for their turn 
to be put into the pool, in hope of relief from its healing waters. 
Jesus noticed one man whose case seemed hopeless. He had 
been sick for thirty-eight years. He asked the man “Do you 
want to get well?’ “I have nobody, sir, to put me into the pool 
when the water stirs, but while I am coming another steps in 
ahead of me.” Jesus bade him get up, pick up his mat and walk. 
This cure was wrought on the Sabbath day and called down se- 
vere criticism from the Jews who witnessed the healing. They 
could not well complain at the curing of this sorely afflicted man, 
but charged violation of the law in carrying the bed on the Sab- 
bath day. Jesus rebuked this beastly farce of the law’s interpre- 
tation by saying, “My Father is still at work, and I work too.” 
The Jews were wrought up to great heat by this observation, for 
Jesus had not only, as they claimed, broken the Sabbath, but 
actually called God his Father, thus putting himself on an equal- 
ity with God. 

Returning now to Galilee a great crowd followed him, be- 
cause they could see the signs he showed in what he did for the 
sick. He was in a place somewhat distant from town and the 
people had need of food. He asked Philip, “Where can we buy 
food that these people may eat?” John says “He did this to test 
this apostle, for he knew what he meant to do.” Philip an- 
swered, “Forty dollars’ worth of bread would not be enough for 
each of them to have even a little.’ Andrew and another dis- 
ciple remarked, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves 
and a couple of fish, but what is that among so many people?” 
A limited commissary never troubled the Master. “Make the 
people sit down,” he said. Then he took the loaves, and gave 
thanks, and distributed them among the people who were resting 
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on the grass, and in the same way as much of the fish as they 
wanted. When they were satisfied he told the disciples to pick 
up the pieces that were left, so that nothing might be lost. What 
they picked up filled twelve baskets. 

When the people saw the signs which Jesus showed, they 
said, “This is truly the Prophet who was to come into the 
world!’ This is the time when these Galileans demonstrated a 
purpose to carry him off and make him King. He ordered the 
disciples to cross the lake to Capernaum, but went alone into the 
mountain. Had he been a mere man possessed of an hallucina- 
tion, or an impostor seeking political authority, he would have 
seized this uprising for his purpose, and could easily have taken 
one of those small coast towns and proclaimed himself King. 

In the night, however, when the disciples were making slow 
progress against a head wind, and the sea was becoming rough, 
an apparition appeared on the water and they were terrified. 
When Jesus had assured them that it was he and not a ghost, the 
disciples took him into the boat and they soon reached the har- 
bor whither they were going. 

Sometime after this he was in Jerusalem. As usual the 
crowds thronged him. He had been delivering to the Jews some 
unpalatable truths, when they cried out “We are descended from 
Abraham, and have never been anyone’s slaves.” Unhappy 
Jews, how little had they known of freedom! Then Jesus 
charged, “If you are Abraham’s children, do what Abraham did. 
But: instead you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you 
the truth he had heard from God! I tell you I existed before 
Abraham was born.” Enraged beyond endurance the Jews 
picked up stones to throw at him, but he left the Temple. 

As he was passing down the street he saw a blind man. 
The disciples asked him, “Master, who did sin, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus replied, “It’s neither 
his own nor his parents’ sin in this case, but to let what God can 
do be illustrated in him.” 
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The sixth of these notable signs of Jesus was the most re- 
markable of the number. Lazarus, a dear friend at whose home 
he had been joyfully welcomed by the family, had fallen sick and 
was dead four days before Jesus reached, with his disciples, the 
home of this bereaved household. Standing beside the tomb, in 
which kind friends had aided the sisters, Martha and Mary, bury 
their dead, Jesus is said to have wept. With a sort of melan- 
choly reproach, the sister said, “Master, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died!” Tenderly putting the weep- 
ing sisters aside, he lifted his eyes for a word with the Father. 
“Father,” he said, “I thank you for listening to me, though I 
knew that you always listen to me. But I have said this for the 
sake of the people that are standing around me that they may 
believe that you have made me your messenger.” And saying 
this he called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!’ The 
dead man came out bound hand and foot with wrappings, and 
with his face muffled with a handkerchief. Jesus said, “Unbind 
him and let him move.” 

There are many other signs that Jesus showed before his 
disciples which were not recorded by him. The evangelist ap- 
pears to have finished his history of his Lord’s life in much the 
same manner that Luke began his history. He states in concise 
form the purpose of his writing. ‘“These signs are recorded that 
you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing you might have life through him.” The twenty- 
first chapter appears to be a result of an after-thought, like the 
postscript Paul adds to his letter to the Romans. Had this been 
a tragedy of Euripedes we might have named his after-thought 
an epilogue, but as the conclusion of his varied literature, his- 
torical, allegorical, and epistolary, it may be regarded as an ap- 
pendix. The items in the mind of the evangelist which he seems 
desirous of recording, are his visit to the tomb of his buried 
Master, Mary’s recognition of the risen Lord, Thomas’ confes- 
sion and Peter’s test of loyalty, the correction of a misapprehen- 
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sion concerning the Lord’s allusion to his protracted life, and a 
clear and candid assumption of the authorship of this book. The 
beautiful hyperbole with which the writer closes this volume is 
an inimitable expression of admiration for the Lord’s power and 
achievement. 

That was a dark and fretted night when John and his fel- 
low-apostles took boat to cross the sea to Capernaum. The 
Master had gone into the mountain for one of those familiar 
talks with the Father. The buffeting waves sprayed the men 
and impeded their progress. ’Twas midnight, or perhaps later, 
when an apparition stalked across the water and terror filled 
their souls. After a shivering spell the Lord persuaded the apos- 
tles he was not a ghost, and they took him into the boat. A good 
illustration of our time. Christianity is sailing a troubled sea; 
alarm is felt for our safety. We should have the Master in the 
boat. If great Czesar could calm the fears of his boatmen by the 
assurance, “Fear not! you carry Cesar,’ much less should they 
fear who have the Captain of our Salvation on board the ship. 

But why are we so fearful? Criticism has always corrected 
errors. Philosophy and science are not ghosts to frighten us. 
They have been immensely serviceable in bettering our lives. In 
the name of philosophy some mischief has been done. But there 
always will be quacks in the professions and charlatans in prac- 
tical life. We cannot commend too highly the search after truth 
in the natural and spiritual realms. If any have wrapped up 
their faith in a sudarium, let the napkin be taken off as it was 
from the face of resurrected Lazarus. If any have cloaked their 
science in pseudo-philosophy, let the truth come out. 

John the apostle was either the author of the Fourth Gos- 
pel, or he was not. A notable rabbi recently said, “When faith 
was in fashion they made a fetish of faith, now when science is 
in fashion they are making a fetish of science.” Philo, the Jew, 
was a rich and highly educated writer in Alexandria during the 
first century of the Christian movement. He, perhaps, put for- 
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ward the first discussion on the Logos which has been such a 
fruitful source of controversy in Christian theology. This 
Greek term means, “word, thought, reason.” John uses this 
word in the first sentence of his Gospel. “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” This is the most astounding statement John ever made 
regarding his adored Lord and Master. In the Greek text the 
expression here translated “Word” is “logos.” The question 
asked, is, “What are we to understand by logos, whether a per- 
son of the Deity, the creative intellect of God, or the Son through 
whom he created, or the divine truth which was to be revealed, 
or something else?’ One high authority says, “Paul’s Ephesian 
follower finds in the glorified Christ the divine ‘Word’ of Stoic 
philosophy, and reads this lofty theological conception back into 
the earthly life of Jesus. The form in which this Christian theo- 
logian put his teaching was a gospel narrative. He did not in- 
tend to supersede the familiar narratives of Matthew and Luke, 
but to correct, interpret, and supplement them.”’ 

What does this mean? Plato was dead, Zeno attempts to 
reconcile a theological pantheism and a materialistic psychology 
with logic which seeks the foundations of knowledge in the rep- 
resentations or perceptions of the senses, and a morality which 
claims as its first principle the absolute freedom of the human 
will. When Paul went to Rome Zeno’s followers were the soap 
box orators of the city, preaching their fatalism, and austerely 
demanding repression of all affection. The Christians of the 
metropolis were preaching, “The love of Christ constraineth us.” 
Another authority says, “The Jesus of John is the logos of a 
philosophical sect; a being whose conscious memory transcends 
all human limitations and reaches back to the time when he cre- 
ated the world. This Gospel is the production of some Christian 
theologian who was at the same time a Greek Neo-Platonist.”’ 
Pantheism and theism are strangely blended in this man who is 
personifying the beloved disciple. 
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Celsus, an Epicurean philosopher of the early apostolic 
period, attacked Christianity in his “Logos Alethes, true word,” 
with great virulence, but met the defensive logic of the noble 
Origen. Porphyry, a Greek philosopher and Neo-Platonist, in his 
“Cata Christianon Logos” the ablest opponent of Christ, at this 
period, was resolutely met by those famous apologists, Justin 
Martyr, Tatian the Assyrian, Clement of Alexandria and Origen. 

Oddly enough this old controversy of paganized Christian- 
ity has enlisted the service of the school and the press to remove 
the apostolic guard that they may assault the Master. Probably 
for the great multitude of pious and intelligent Christians of our 
time, John’s Gospel will be read as the Word of God. Biblical 
students have found great difficulty in determining authorship 
and date of writing of several books of the New Testament, but 
the fact that the most persistent search has failed to find a better 
entitled heir to the authorship of these books than a Stoic fatal- 
ist or a Neo-Platonic pantheist, will allow us to retain the re- 
vered and honest names of Matthew and John, who bore without 
complaint the shame and reproach, discipleship of Jesus invited, 
and as inspired apostles accepted the great commission to preach 
and publish the doctrines of the gospel to all the world. 

During no period of human history have the signs of the 
times been more disquieting than at present. The fundamental 
doctrines of Christianity are being subjected to restatements 
which may be regarded as less scientific than sentimental. The 
liberalists quote, with apparent zest, the observation of Tilak the 
Hindu poet, “Pack up all your doctrines, and let us find Christ.” 
He explains his substitute for doctrine, “Come to us as brothers, 
then we can settle all else.” Does it not seem a little absurd, that 
we should find the advice of a heathen poet so agreeable to our 
views, that we are ready to scrap the doctrine of salvation by 
grace, and substitute social fellowship? We are living in an 
earnest and tumultuous present looking to a vague future while 
the past is still the mother of us all. 
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Osborn, the American physicist, says he feels the inherent 
weakness in the word “evolution” which signifies “to unroll,”’ 
and would prefer the old Sanskrit word “kar,” signifying “‘to 
make or create.” Why go to the Veda of the Hindu instead of 
the Bible of the Christian. Moses used the word the scientist 
wants in the first verse of the Pentateuch. The Hebrew word 
“bara,” has the definite meaning “‘create.”’ ‘In the beginning God 
created’—this is the primary doctrine of our religion, written 
probably in the language God taught Adam, centuries before 
Hinduism was born. But the scientist says, “he would not use 
the Sanskrit word ‘kar,’ in the sense, ‘creatio ex nihilo (create 
from nothing), in the one time theological sense of creation out 
of nothing, but in the sense of making new forms.” 

Please note his phrase “the one time theological sense.” 
Have we ceased to hold that view? Have we become panthe- 
ists who believe “the doctrine that the universe in its totality is 
God”? Pagan philosophers got as far as that many centuries 
ago. No, we are not pagans but Christians who believe that God 
created the heavens and the earth, and not only created matter 
out of which all things visible are formed, but also the soul with 
its intellect, emotions and will, concerning which the professor 
admits, “Science has made little progress along moral, intel- 
lectual and spiritual lines of human evolution.” Man cannot be 
viewed apart from his soul. 
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FIGURES USED TO ILLUSTRATE THE KINGDOM 
OF HEAVEN 


OHN THE BAPTIST appeared preaching “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is coming!’ Then came Jesus with the 
same wonderful message, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is 
coming!’ The Sermon on the Mount is replete with allusions 
to the kingdom of heaven. The first of the Beatitudes says, 
“Happy are those who feel their spiritual need, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to them!” ‘The Lord’s Prayer is a plea for 
the coming of the kingdom of heaven. This institution framed 
by divine wisdom and controlled by divine love has been develop- 
ing through patriarchs and prophets from the time Adam fell 
from his pristine estate and God promised his recovery through 
Christ. Now in this thirteenth chapter of the First Gospel, Jesus 
sets forth in a figurative form the nature of this kingdom. The 
phrase “kingdom of God,” used by the other evangelists, is syn- 
onymous, with “kingdom of heaven,” as “Son of Man,” used in 
Matthew, is the same person mentioned as “Son of God”’ in the 
other Gospels. The latter phrase is used interchangeably in all 
the four Gospels. Matthew represents Jesus as saying in the 
Sermon on the Mount, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness.’ Mark uses this phrase in the allusions to Joseph 
of Arimathza, who was looking for the kingdom of God. Luke 
reports Jesus as saying, “The kingdom of God is within you.” 
John tells of the conversation of our Lord with Nicodemus, 
another ruler of the Jews, who afterward joined Joseph in giv- 
ing respectful sepulture to the body of Jesus when removed from 
the cross. To this timid disciple who came by night to see our 
Lord, the startling doctrine of regeneration was announced. “No 
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one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born over again 
from above!” Seventeen times the phrase “kingdom of heaven” 
is used by Matthew only, twice the kingdom of God is used by 
John, five times by Matthew, eleven times by Mark, and sixteen 
times by Luke. The importance attaching to these terms is so 
great that we might linger with profit for a full reading of the 
texts in which they occur. A historical rather than exegetical 
- purpose claims our immediate work, hence we must take an ex- 
ternal survey of this great institution of God, from the field of 
church history. 

The history of the kingdom of God, before the birth of 
Jesus Christ, was a development. From the first promise of 
redemption to Adam on through the successive dispensations of 
four or five thousand years there was one steady process of 
growth. The divine agency throughout this process was two- 
fold, imparting knowledge and imparting grace, and in both 
these lines of movement there was a manifest increase of effi- 
ciency. 

The distinctively Christian dispensation clearly shows that 
the New Testament conception of the kingdom of God is that of 
a living process of development. In the portion of Matthew em- 
bodied in this chapter, the Lord shows that the law of growth is 
the law of his kingdom, as it exists in the soul of the individual 
disciple. What is true in respect of the individual believer must 
be equally true of the church, as comprehending the sum total 
of regenerate humanity. The Greek word used to designate 
church, occurs only twice in Matthew’s Gospel and in both in- 
stances seems to have a prospective application. Jesus says in 
the sixteenth chapter, “On this rock I will build my church,” 
and in the eighteenth chapter he says in a matter of an obstinate 
brother, ‘Tell it to the church.” The term “ekklesia,” used in 
both instances, is defined ‘‘an assembly.” The disciples of Jesus 
Christ assembled for worship in a particular place. Paul directs 
the Colossians to whom he has written, ‘‘When this letter has 
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been read to you, have it read to the church at Laodicea also.” 
The meaning is applied to the worship of God, before the advent 
of the Messiah, as the Jewish church. And still further the 
meaning is applied to the collective body of saints in heaven and 
on earth, called the invisible church. When the term “church” 
is used as analogous to the kingdom of heaven it embraces the 
general significance of all the foregoing conceptions of the Greek 
term. 

The gospel of the kingdom of heaven, or the kingdom of 
God, is spoken of as not already established, but as about to be 
established. The announcement of the coming of the kingdom 
seems to have been the chief business of the disciples as teach- 
ers Or missionaries during the period of Jesus’ public ministry. 
We think the apostles very obtuse in their recognition of the 
nature of Jesus’ kingdom when they were daily listening to in- 
struction from his own lips, when he had said to them, “You 
are permitted to know the secrets, or mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven.” The Lord has been teaching the mysteries of his 
kingdom to his countless generations, but the best of them ap- 
pear not to have gained an idea above a political government. 
And since we have had all the light of divine truth exhibited in 
types and archetypes of revealing ages, there is much haziness 
in our perception of the kingdom of heaven. Back to Pentecost 
we must go for a baptism of the Holy Spirit. It appears highly 
probable that while the Lord gave a measure of the spirit to 
patriarch, prophet and apostle for such work as he had assigned 
to them in their spheres of the work for the bringing forward of 
the fundamental ideas of his dominion, he had left the consum- 
mation of the real establishment of the kingdom to the Third 
Person in the divine Trinity. 

God has moved methodically, even if it seems to us slowly, 
in bringing in eternal redemption. The church was destined to 
be the medium through which God was to call mankind from a 
state of sin to holiness of life. The vicarious sacrifice had been 
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made, and the Holy Spirit now came to permanently establish 
the kingdom of God. If Sinai reddened when the Lord appeared 
to direct Moses in the setting up of the Jewish theocracy, Olivet 
and the Holy City blazed under the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit on that memorable anniversary of Pentecost. 

The descent of the Holy Spirit appears to mark the begin- 
ning of the Christian dispensation. It is the opinion of most 
competent biblical students that the apostles of Jesus, Judas hav- 
ing been superseded by Matthias, and Paul chosen by the Lord 
for special service, were exclusively empowered and authorized 
to set the church in order, to prescribe its laws and ordinances, 
and ordain its ministry—that they were to orally and by writing 
publish the facts or doctrines of Jesus Christ, for the use and 
edification of the church in future ages. If Paul wrote that pre- 
cious letter to Timothy, or the blessed old apostle made the oral 
statement as an ante-mortem view of the Sacred Scriptures, the 
Christian world, with indifferent exceptions, believes that holy 
men of old were inspired for publishing God’s message to the 
people. If the critic has not muffled the speech of Peter, we 
understand him to say, “No prophecy of Scripture can be under- 
stood through one’s own power, for no prophecy ever originated 
in the human will; but under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
men spoke for God.” And Paul’s language is quite as explicit, 
“All Scripture is divinely inspired, and useful in teaching, in 
reproof, in correcting faults, and in training in uprightness, so 
that the man of God will be adequate, and equipped for any good 
work.” With this view these martyrs of religion could not have 
neglected to give due attention to the records of their Lord which 
were of vital consequence to the future of Christian life and his- 
tory. Josephus and Philo may write Jewish history, Eusebius 
and Neander may write Christian history, Appian and Herodian 
may write Greek history, Pliny and Tacitus may write Roman 
history; but the men who literally held an ear to the words of 
Jesus during that highly important period of human history 
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which more deeply interests all nations, must record for us the 
great facts of the kingdom of God. 

As a secondary consideration in the development of the 
moral and esthetic ideas among men, the philosophical systems 
which directly preceded the coming of the Messiah and exercised 
a strong influence during the apostolic age, Plato, Zeno, Epi- 
curus and Saccas represented the prevailing thought. It is gen- 
erally conceded that the system of Plato was superior to all 
others. Plato presented the most profound and rational views 
ever made by philosophy to effect the intellectual and moral ele- 
vation of man. He claimed for man a nature kindred to the 
divine, having for its ultimate aim to raise man up to the con- 
templation of the eternal archetypes of the true, the beautiful 
and the good; and through the knowledge of these to awaken 
in him an aspiration after God. Platonism could not fail to 
exert an elevating and spiritualizing influence upon its genuine 
disciples. The Platonic system towering in consequence of its 
abstract speculations was, however, above the capacity of the 
common people. From a wide survey of this and other prevail- 
ing systems we learn that notwithstanding speculative philosophy 
reached many just maxims and made some approximation to 
Christian truth, it proved to be as impotent as natural religion 
to satisfy the wants of man’s spiritual nature. 

The influence of esthetic culture upon the pagan mind was 
fruitful in a marked degree. The human mind achieved its ut- 
most in the sphere of the fine arts during the centuries immedi- 
ately preceding the advent of Jesus Christ. All subsequent ages 
have studied with increasing wonder the masterpieces of ancient 
Greece, in poetry, eloquence and sculpture; but this high degree 
of esthetic culture was attended by moral degradation. It proved 
to be the chief source of the incredible dissoluteness of the social 
life of that period. The popular religious systems, wherever 
philosophic culture spread, gradually underwent a change which 
ended with the more intelligent classes becoming religious skep- 
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tics. Religion was looked upon and patronized by the educated 
merely as a means of enforcing government over the ignorant 
masses. But when people are governed by a falsehood, the fact 
ultimately reaches the duped and oppressed multitude and uni- 
versal infidelity and disloyalty invades the masses. 

From the better thought of the philosophers there came a 
reaction to general superstition. Multitudes grasped blindly and 
in sheer desperation whatever seemed at all likely to satisfy their 
religious cravings. Thus at the time the Messiah came reckless 
infidelity and the basest superstition contended for mastery and 
the people generally were sunk deep in the mire of godlessness. 
This picture will enable us to understand such appeals as came to 
the apostles who were announcing the coming of the kingdom 
of heaven, “Sir, we would see Jesus!” and the later cry that 
broke the slumbers of Paul, ‘‘Come over into Macedonia, and 
help us!” 

The actual superiority of the gospel over any other system 
philosophical or religious, in meeting soul longings, is seen in the 
immediate effect of its publication. While Jesus was yet among 
men the multitude thronged his ministry. Indeed, as Matthew 
has recorded, “From the time of John the Baptist until now, men 
have been taking the kingdom of heaven by storm and impetu- 
ously crowding into it.” 

When Nero succeeded to the throne by the death of his 
uncle Claudius, poisoned by his wife, the mother of the new 
emperor, he yielded somewhat to the advice of Seneca, and con- 
ducted public business with apparent order. He soon disposed 
of the rightful heir to the throne, and a little later had his mother 
murdered. His lustful and brutal nature now took full posses- 
sion of him. The crime of burning Rome in a. D. 64, which 
some historians think was caused by the emperor himself, was 
laid upon the Christians. Tacitus tells us, “In order to divert 
from himself the suspicion of being the author of the calamity, 
Nero caused the Christians to be accused.” On the ground of 
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this charge a great multitude were apprehended and put to death. 
It is thought by some authors that the apostles Peter and Paul 
perished in this bloody persecution. About a. p. 103 Pliny, 
Governor of Pontus, wrote the emperor Trajan, “that the Chris- 
tian religion had seized many of all ages of both sexes and of 
every rank; that it had extended not only to the cities under his 
jurisdiction, but also to the smaller towns, and into the open 
country. That the temples were almost forsaken, that there 
were but few who purchased victims for sacrifice.” 

To this testimony of pagan historians we may add the state- 
ment of Justin Martyr to the Jew Trypho, “There is not a na- 
tion, either Greek or barbarian, or of any other name, even of 
those who wander in tribes or live in tents, amongst whom 
prayers and thanksgivings are not offered up to the Father and 
Creator of the Universe, in the name of the crucified Jesus.” 

Tertullian in a. D. 200 says, “We are but of yesterday and 
we have filled your cities, islands, towns, the camp, the senate 
and the forum. Although so great a multitude, that in almost 
every city we form the greater part, we pass our time modestly 
and in silence.” This remarkable apology is but one of the num- 
ber written with reference to the spread of the gospel among the 
various nations of the earth, in less than two centuries after 
John the Baptist came crying, “Repent for the kingdom of 
heaven is coming!” 

The triumphs of our Lord’s kingdom are among the grand- 
est and most clearly supernatural facts within the range of 
human knowledge. During a period of nineteen hundred years 
the kingdom of heaven, revealed in Christianity, has been in- 
vaded with the utmost vigor and malignity by hordes of infidels, 
sometimes barbarous, sometimes cultured. The attacks have 
been made from every quarter. History, metaphysics, science 
have directed the charge. Political attacks, and all sorts of con- 
spirators with evil intent, have essayed to corrupt its laws, 
degrade its social and spiritual life, and defeat its extension. 
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Notwithstanding all these assaults of its enemies, the kingdom 
of God still exists with ever-growing strength, and with incred- 
ible accretions of numerical force and spiritual power. Such a 
history of our Lord’s kingdom, revealed in the operations of the 
visible church, is a moral demonstration that the government of 
God, so symbolized, rests upon an indestructible foundation and 
possesses an inexhaustible life. 

While noting the early triumphs of the gospel in acquiring 
a hold upon the pagan nations, it is proper to state some of the 
adverse effects of contact with the pagans. During the reign of 
Decius, A. D. 249, the emperor, who was himself later killed in 
battle with the Goths, inflicted very severe persecutions upon the 
Christians. This Decian persecution caused multitudes of the 
disciples of Jesus Christ to fly to the deserts of Egypt for safety. 
The years of desert life during which they could not carry out 
the purpose and spirit of the gospel proved most pernicious to 
the purity and strength of the Christian character. With an 
excess of unemployed leisure and with no opportunity for useful 
and honorable association with the stirring and productive lives 
of the people, their minds preyed upon themselves, till they took 
on morbid and diseased habitudes. 

The ascetic element in this mode of life was influenced by 
the Gnostic doctrine that had at an early date corrupted the 
Chritian sentiment on the subject of the intrinsic evil of matter 
and the value of literal self-mortification. Monasticism was the 
natural, if not the necessary, result of this isolated life. Anthony, 
who is called the father of monachism, about A. D. 300, collected 
his disciples into a neighborhood of cells, each monk dwelling 
alone. The theory advanced by the founder of this system of 
asceticism was, “As fishes are nourished in the water, so the 
desert is the world prepared for the monks; and as fishes die 
when thrown upon the dry land, so monks lose their gravity in 
the world.” A pitiable confession the reader will say, of the 
real weakness of the much bepraised monkish virtues. A his- 
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torian has asserted, ‘““While their religion could not endure con- 
tact with society, it rarely endured the temptation of solitude.” 

Though deploring the evils which attended monasticism, 
we must commend the good service these exiles from the popu- 
lous and pulsing world have rendered mankind. When Benedict 
formed the order of monks on the modern plan he exacted from 
each a promise to remain for life and to perform labor for their 
own support. This plan was extensively imitated and was a 
means of accumulating in the hands of the religious orders dur- 
ing the Middle Ages those immense estates that made them the 
largest proprietors of the soil of Europe. There numerous mon- 
asteries have sheltered many an exile and refugee during the 
dark ages. The toil of these brothers of humanity has reclaimed 
many barren wastes and enlarged the fields of profitable industry. 

A very important service was rendered by the Benedictine 
order in preserving for the world the manuscripts of early litera- 
ture which might otherwise have been totally lost. Of biblical 
literature the Codex Sinaiticus was discovered by Tischendorf 
in 1859 in the Convent of St. Catherine on Mt. Sinai. This 
manuscript contains a large part of the Old and the whole of the 
New Testament, written during the fourth century. The 
Codex Alexandrinus, now in the British Museum, was seen by 
the author, and contains nearly all of the Old and the greater 
part of the New Testament. A part of Matthew and John have 
been- lost from this manuscript. Many other ancient writings 
have been preserved by the monks. Classic and patristic litera- 
ture has been rendered valuable aid in giving to the world some 
of the best editions of works of early writers. 

During these days of persecution there was very naturally 
much admiration awakened by the heroic manner in which the 
Christian martyrs met their death. These martyrdoms were cele- 
brated as they memorialized the death of Jesus, as an exhibition 
of the power and value of Christianity. What seemed a proper 
expression of feeling for these victims of barbarous cruelty, 
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grew into an idolatrous worship. Altars and churches were 
built over their graves. Martyrs were addressed in prayers and 
sermons as if present, and were entreated to intercede with God 
in behalf of the living. After the Nestorian controversy, the 
Virgin Mary was set at the head of the host of saints, as the 
mother of God. Churches were adorned with pictures of saints 
and martyrs. The leaders sought to justify these innovations 
on the ground that these symbols were necessary in the instruc- 
tion of the rude and ignorant who could not be edified by ser- 
mons and books. Thus Christianity itself was beginning to 
practice the idolatry it had bitterly condemned in the Pagan re- 
ligion, which the early disciples had fought to the death. 

This early period was characterized by the adoration of the 
cross, which had lost its significance as a symbol and received 
the homage due the person of Jesus, who had been the real sac- 
rifice for the sins of the world. During this period also the mass 
took its origin. The term “missa”’ was at first used to indicate 
the dismissal of the catechumens from the assembly. After the 
sermon and before the sacrament of the supper, the catechumens 
were commanded to leave and this was called missa. Some time 
later the term indicating this separation was transferred to the 
sacrament itself, hence the mass became a sacrifice for the re- 
mission of sins. Thus the church drifts when her moorings to 
the rock are of sentiment instead of faith. Andrew Fuller says, 
“The whole Christian system is presupposed by the Atonement, 
is included in it or arises from it.” Is it not adequate? 

A Harvard professor thinks we must adopt a new science 
for our religion or Christianity will be a failure. Old Isaac 
Taylor seems to be responding to the troubled scholar when he 
says, “If we are to calculate the probable extension or extinction 
of certain opinions, we must consult the evidence of facts on a 
large scale, and especially must observe what manifestations of 
intrinsic power they have given us on certain peculiar and criti- 
cal occasions.” 
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The early triumphs of the gospel over the fascinating idola- 
tries and the astute atheism of Greece and Rome, has been often 
insisted upon as evidence of its truth. Even more, the innate 
power of the religion of the Bible vanquishes the hearts of men. 
Crises have come in the history of Christianity from antagonism 
without and apathy within. The Devil can watch the church 
with one eye when it is drowsy. If the religion of Jesus is not 
inwardly sound, if it is a thing of feebleness and dotage, fit only 
for cells and cowls; if it is not adapted to the world of action, 
if it has lost its love for God and man, nothing can save it. 
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pelt y and five years ago the learned Archbishop Trench 

aroused critical attention to the Scriptures by his notes on 
the parables. What had seemed to many, idle tales, only suited 
to an oriental, and all but infantile, mind was shown to be the 
leaflets of a profound theological treatise. The student of the 
present time will miss much if he passes heedlessly over these 
teachings of the Master. 

Of the forty parables in the Bible, the Gospels contain the 
larger number. These many-sided symbols were not unfamiliar 
to the Jews. Some theorists, however, have pressed these illus- 
trative metaphors into such literal grooves as to make of the 
parable a mere legend. The power of faith noted in the blighted 
fig tree, “has got mythically developed into a miracle.” The 
fruit of good teaching is righteousness. You shall be perfect 
like your heavenly Father. 

The imagery of our Lord’s first parable, The Sower, was 
derived from the scene upon which he was then gazing. From 
the deck of a fishing smack he was addressing the multitude who 
had assembled on the sea-shore. Fields of grain stretched along 
the coast of Gennesaret. Perhaps at that very moment he saw 
the corn growing in yonder lot to reward the husbandman and 
feed the fishermen who seined this lake for finny food to satisfy 
a common hunger. 

“Behold,” he said, “‘the sower went forth to sow; and as 
he sowed, some seed fell by the roadside, and the birds came and 
ate it. Some fell on rocky ground where there was not much 
earth, and withered away because of lack of earth for rooting. 
But some fell on good soil, and bore a crop.” Dr. Farrar says, 
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“It is a part of the divine boldness of Christ’s teaching, and the 
manner in which it trancends in its splendid paradox all other 
modes of expression, that in his exposition of this parable, 
the seed when once it is sown is identified with him who 
receives it.” 

It is the opinion of some scholars that the Lord did not 
deliver the seven parables recorded by Matthew in his thirteenth 
chapter at one time, as the people could not receive so full a les- 
son at once. These short tales in which the actions or events 
of common life are made to serve as a vehicle for moral lessons . 
were, as we know, common among the Jews before the eoming 
of Christ, and they may have understood the Lord’s meaning 
far better than their conduct leads us to suppose. His course 
of action was in keeping with the prophetic declaration, “I will 
Open my mouth in figures, I will utter things that have been hid- 
den since the creation.” Of the twenty-four parables noted in 
the Gospels, Matthew records six, Luke six and John one. 
Where two or more of the evangelists give the substance of the 
same tale, Matthew, Mark and Luke give six, Matthew and 
Mark one, Matthew and Luke four. 

Twice-told tales have always found a listening ear. This 
should be especially so when told by the inimitable story-teller. 
These parables are tales told by the Master himself. Jesus’ solt- 
citude for the lambs of the fold is evidenced by the caution he 
gives, “See to it that you never despise one of these little ones, 
for I tell you that in heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of my Father in heaven. For the Son of Man is come to 
seek and to save that which is lost. How does it seem to you, 
when a man has a hundred sheep and loses one of them? Will 
he not leave the ninety and nine on the hills to go and search for 
the one that has strayed, and if he happens to find it, I tell you 
that he rejoices over it more than over the ninety and nine that 
never strayed away. In just that way it is the will of my 
Father in heaven that one of these little ones should not perish.” 
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“There were ninety and nine that safely lay in the shelter of the 
fold; but one was out on the mountain wild, far off from the 
gates of gold.” These thrilling words of the sacred song ring 
out as the faithful search for the lost whom Jesus came to save. 
Most animals will return home for food and shelter, but the 
sheep never come back. 

In the tenth chapter of his Gospel John gives us another 
figure of the Good Shepherd. “I tell you, any man who does 
not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs over at some 
other place, is a thief and a robber. But the man who enters by 
the door is the shepherd of the flock. The watchman opens the 
door to him, and the sheep obey his voice, and he calls to his 
own sheep and leads them out. When he gets his own flock all 
out he goes in front of them, and the sheep follow him, because 
_they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger, but 
will run away from him, because they do not know the voice 
of strangers.” 

Because of the slowness of the people to understand his 
figure Jesus gives a full explanation of this parable. “TI tell you 
I am the door of the sheepfold. All who have come before me 
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep would not obey them. I 
am the door. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and 
will pass in and out and find pasture. A thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy; I have come to let them have life, and 
to let them have it in abundance. I am the good shepherd. A 
good shepherd will give his life for the sheep. A hired man 
who is not a shepherd and does not own the sheep, when he sees 
the wolf coming, will leave the sheep and run away, and the 
wolf will carry them off and scatter the flock. For he is only 
a hired man, and does not care about the sheep. I am the good 
shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father, and I am giving my 
life for my sheep. I have other sheep, too, that do not belong 
to this fold. I must lead them, too, and they will obey my 
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voice and they will all become one flock, with one shepherd. 
This is why the Father loves me, because I am giving my life, 
but giving it to take it back again. No one has taken it from 
me, but I am giving it of my own accord. I have power to give 
it, and I have power to take it back again. These are the orders 
I have received from my Father.” Jesus still uses figurative 
language in explaining the idea of his relation to the Jews and 
Gentiles as their Saviour, and the owner of all who accept him 
as their Lord, the Messiah. 

Dr. Hammond while traveling in Palestine witnessed 
several interesting illustrations of these parables of the sheep 
depending on the shepherd. One day the several shepherds were 
out in the grazing field and at the proper hour led their flocks 
to a pool where they were accustomed to drink. The flocks 
mingled and he wondered how the shepherds would ever separ- 
ate them again. Soon one of the men started off repeating the 
word “mena” and a large number of the mingled flocks drew 
away from the mass and followed him back to the pasture. A 
man replied to his enquiry, “My sheep know my voice, and they 


. follow me.” 


Luke gives us the tale of The Good Samaritan. A man 
versed in the law asked of the Lord, “What must I do to make 
sure of eternal life? what does the law require? You must love 
the Lord your God, with your whole heart, your whole soul, 
and your whole strength, and your whole mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.’ Jesus replied, “You are right. Do that 
and you will live.’ But the man asked, wishing to justify his 
question, ““Who is my neighbor?’ Jesus said, “A man was on 
his way down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the 
hands of robbers, and they stripped him and beat him and went 
off leaving him half dead. Now a priest happened to be going 
that way, and when he saw him, he went by on the other side 
of the road. And a Levite also came to the place, and when he 
saw him, he went by on the other side. But a Samaritan who 
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was traveling that way came upon him, and when he saw him 
pitied him, and he went up to him and dressed his wounds with 
oil and wine and bound them up. And he put him on his own 
mule and brought him to an inn and took care of him. The 
next day he took out a dollar and gave it to the innkeeper and 
said, “Take care of him, and whatever more you spend I will 
refund you on my way back.’ Which of these three do you 
think proved himself a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
robbers’ hands?” The questioner naturally replied, ‘““The man 
who took pity on him.” ‘Go and do so yourself!’ 

The three authors of the Synoptic Gospels give us the 
parable of The Wicked Husbandman. We will present this 
tale as Mark recites it. “A man once planted a vineyard and 
fenced it in and hewed out a wine-vat and built a watchtower, 
and he leased it to tenants and left the neighborhood. At the 
proper time he sent a slave to the tenants to get from them a 
share of the vintage. And they took him and beat him and sent 
him back empty-handed. And again he sent another slave to 
them. And they beat him over the head and treated him shame- 
fully. And he sent another; and him they killed; and so with 
many others, some they beat and some they killed. He still had 
one left to send, a dearly loved son. He sent him to them last 
of all, thinking, ‘They will respect my son.’ But the tenants 
said to one another, ‘This is his heir! Come on, let us kill him, 
and the property will belong to us!’ So they took him and killed 
him, and threw his body outside the vineyard. What will the 
owner of the vineyard do? He will come back and put the 
tenants to death and give the vineyard to others.” 

Matthew makes the tenants answer the question as to the 
treatment they should get. Jesus was teaching in the Temple 
at the time he gave this parable. The high-priests and elders 
were questioning his authority, when he asked them what should 
be done with these wicked men. “He will put the wretches to 
miserable death,’ they said, “and let the vineyard to other 
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tenants who will give him his share of the vintage when it is 
due.”” How adroitly, in every instance, he brings these eccle- 
siastical and legal persecutors to condemn themselves. 

One more of these stories of Jesus, rich beyond comparison 
with human literature—The Prodigal Son. Our Lord rebukes 
the grumbling scribes and Pharisees, with this remarkable figure. 
‘“A man had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the property.’ So he divided his 
property between them. Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered up all he had, and went to a distant country, and there 
he squandered his property by fast living. After he had spent 
it all, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be 
in want. And he went and hired himself out to a resident of the 
country, and he sent him into his fields to tend hogs. And he 
was ready to fill himself with the pods the hogs were eating, 
_and no one would give him anything. When he came to himself 
he said, ‘How many hired men of my father have more than 
enough to eat, and here I am, dying of hunger! I will get up 
and go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and in your eyes; I no longer deserve to be called 
your son; treat me like one of your hired men!”’ And he got 
up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him, and pitied him, and ran and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in your eyes; I no longer deserve to be 
called your son; treat me like one of your employes!’ But his 
father said to his servants, ‘Make haste and get out the best 
robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 
on his feet; and get the calf we are fattening, and kill it, and 
let us feast and celebrate, for my son here was dead, and he 
has come to life; he was lost, and he is found!’ So they began 
to celebrate. But his elder son was in the field. When he came 
in and approached the house he heard music and dancing, and 
he called one of the servants to him and asked him what it meant. 
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He said to him. ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the calf he has been fattening, because he has gotten him 
back alive and well.’ Then he was angry, and would not go into 
the house. And his father came out and urged him. And he 
said to his father, ‘Here I have served you all these years, and 
have not disobeyed an order of yours, and you have never given 
me a kid, so that I could entertain my friends. But when your 
son here came, who has eaten up your property with women of 
the street, for him you killed the calf you have been fattening!’ 
But he said to him, ‘My child, you have been with me all the 
time, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate 
and be glad, because your brother was dead, and has come to 
life, and was lost and is found!’ ” 

Luke, only, records this parable. The story seems to have 
been told by our Saviour in extenuation of his practice in asso- 
ciating with sinners, and seeking such for his followers. Jesus 
does not need to apologize for his conduct. Nevertheless, he 
frequently with gentleness explains to his critics the reason 
which prompts his actions. He had said on another occasion, 
“Tt is not well people but the sick who have to have the doctor! 
You must go and learn what the saying means, ‘It is mercy 
not sacrifice, that I care for.’ I did not come to invite the pious 
but the irreligious.” 

The Jews had the law and the prophets. They claimed to 
be God’s chosen people, and so they were. Their title to distinc- 
tion was honorable. Their conduct, however, was reprehensible. 
Nearly fifteen hundred years before this time, Moses had said, 
“The Lord’s portion is his people. Jacob is the lot of his inheri- 
tance.” But in the time of Isaiah, the Jews had degenerated. 
The Syrians on the one hand and the Assyrians on the other, con- 
tinually harassed them with war. Because of their sins the 
Lord had allowed the enemy to invade Palestine and great mis- 
chief had been done. The Jews lamented, ‘We are thine; thou 
never barest rule over them; they are not called by thy name.” 
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The prophet interceded for the people, saying, ““O God, thou 
meetest him that rejoiceth, and worketh righteousness, those 
that remember thee in thy ways.’’ He confessed, “We are all 
unclean, our righteousness is as filthy rags.” The long-suffering 
of God again checked the ravages of the enemy. But in the 
Pharisaic spirit they made their boast “Stand by thyself, come 
not near me; for I am holier than thou!” 

The intolerable conceit of the Jewish leaders and their con- 
tempt for the Gentiles invariably brought disaster to this people. 
The mildest criticism offered them provoked their anger but 
failed to correct their lives. The Czesars had mastered the world. 
Palestine was now a province of the Roman Empire. Greece 
had been subjected to the imperial state, but while carrying her 
literature and art treasures to the world’s capital, she had trans- 
ported thither corrupting influences which would hasten the 
downfall of the civilization of what had been styled the 
Golden Age. 

The famous painting of the French artist Du Bufe, por- 
traying the prodigal son, was on exhibition in America about 
a quarter of a century ago. The central compartment of the 
painting covered about 4 x 6 feet of canvas and represented a 
convivial scene. A group of young people, some seated in con- 
versation, others dancing to the music of a guitar played by a 
young woman. In the foreground a very attractive girl stood 
facing a young man, each holding a wine glass in hand in the 
act of some social pledge. The dress, the postures, the actions 
had no evil suggestion, but the wine cup had a sting in it, which 
would reveal its blighting effect later. The left-hand compart- 
ment, not so large and dressed in sober colors, represented a 
young man leaving home. The parents standing on the porch 
of the mansion were bidding farewell to the departing son. The 
right-hand compartment in drab coloring represented a person 
in disheveled garments approaching the mansion. An old man 
was coming with apparent haste to meet this unattractive guest. 
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The artist had given us a beautiful portrayal of the flame and 
fading of youthful pleasures. The wages of sin is death. 

The parables of Jesus, so full of instruction and appeal, do 
not suggest slavery but freedom. Real life is not suppression 
but expression. An active intellect, a joyous heart, a will to 
make life worth living, the Master emphasizes in sermon and 
story. The apostle correctly interprets the thought of the Master, 
when he says, “Let us throw off every impediment and the 
entanglement of sin, and run with determination the race for 
which we are entered, fixing our eyes upon Jesus, our Leader, 
who has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

The Christian life is not circumscribed by Chinese walls. 
We enjoy the liberty of the Lord’s open fields. Ours is the 
boundless horizon of opportunity in which to gain the fullest 
development of manhood and obtain the richest reward of 
service. Jesus did not condone the libidinous conduct of the 
Gentiles but condemned the hypocrisy of the Jews. His parable 
showed pity for the younger son who had ruined himself in 
riotous living, but recognized the rights of the elder whose 
inheritance had not been wasted. 
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JESUS THE GREAT PHILANTHROPIST 


oe when it was evening, the disciples came up to him and 

said, “This is a lonely place and the day is over. Send the 
crowds off to the villages to buy them food.” But Jesus said to 
them, “They do not need to go away. Give them food your- 
selves.” They said to him, ‘We have nothing here but five 
loaves and two fish.” He said, “Bring them here to me.” Then 
he ordered the crowd to sit down on the grass, and he took the 
five loaves and the two fish and looked up to heaven and blessed 
them, and he broke the loaves in pieces and gave them to the 
disciples and they gave them to the people. And they all ate 
and had enough. And the pieces left over that they gathered 
up filled twelve baskets. There were about five thousand men 
who were fed, besides women and children. And he immediately 
made his disciples get into a boat and cross before him to the 
other side while he dismissed the crowds. 

After he had dismissed them he went up the hill by himself 
to pray. And when evening came on he was there alone, but 
the boat was by this time a long way from shore, struggling 
with the waves, for the wind was against them. Toward morn- 
ing he went out to them, walking on the sea. And the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea, and they were terrified and said: 
“It is a ghost!’ And they screamed with fear. But Jesus 
immediately spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. 
Do not be afraid.” Peter answered, “If it is you, Master, order 
me to come to you on the water.” And he said, “Come!’’ And 
Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and went to 
Jesus. But when he felt the wind he was frightened, and begin- 
ning to sink, he cried out, “Master, save me!’ Jesus immediately 
stretched out his hand and caught hold of him, and said to him, 
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“Why do you waver? You have so little faith!” When they 
got into the boat the wind went down. And the men in the 
boat fell down before him and said, “You are certainly God’s 
Son!’ And they crossed over to the other side and came to 
Gennesaret. And the men of the place recognized him, and sent 
all over that district and brought to him all who were sick, and 
they begged him to let them touch just the tassel of his cloak, 
and all who touched it were cured. 

All the evangelists give the story of the feeding of the five 
thousand, and the crossing of Galilee the night following. All 
mention Jesus walking on the sea, but only Matthew mentions 
Peter’s experience in walking the waters of Tiberias. The slight 
differences in detail are what might readily occur in the narra- 
tive of four independent writers. 

It was a friendly act when Matthew gave a dinner to Jesus 
and his disciples in Capernaum, but the word “philanthropy’”’ is 
better represented in the feeding of the great multitude of men, 
-women and children in that comparatively barren wilderness. 
Two Greek words, “philos” and “anthropos,” heve been com- 
bined by Paul in his letter to Titus, where he speaks of the phil- 
anthropy of God our Saviour toward men. In the command, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” we find the central 
principle of the ethical system of the gospel. The friendship for 
man here cited, is not a mere sentiment or emotion, but a most 
positive and energetic principle, impelling to vigorous effort and 
the endurance of real hardship in securing the welfare of others. 
It must triumph over all prejudices of party, of class, of nation. 
This principle enables one to endure hatred, contempt and even 
cruelty. The empyrean love of Jesus was voiced on Calvary, 
“Father forgive them!’ It was commanded on Olivet, “Go to 
the whole world and proclaim the good news to all creation.” 

The love we bear ourselves is the measure of our benevo- 
lent regard for others. But philanthropy is the opposite of 
selfishness. The gospel clearly teaches that love to man must 
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spring from love to God. But even while the apostle John was 
living, there were men professing discipleship who were like 
the priest and Levite, that saw the wounded man at the way- 
side, and passed by without giving him aid. To such the apostle 
says, “If any man say, I love God, and hateth his brother he 
is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not seen. He that loveth 
God loveth his brother also.” This is a point of the utmost 
importance in a system of morals. History shows that neither 
love to God nor love to man can be developed healthfully and 
vigorously except in union with each other. Piety without phil- 
anthropy degenerates into gross sensuality or gloomy asceticism, 
or dreamy mysticism; while philanthropy without piety is nar- 
row, feeble and intermittent. Without exception that benevo- 
lence which has wrought most successfully for the welfare of 
others has been born of the devoutest piety. It is morally certain 
from the teachings of experience and the deductions of reason, 
that other things being equal the happiness of the world will be 
as the observance of this law of love, in the intercourse of man 
with man, of community with community, of nation with nation. 

A poet has said, “The Light of the world is Jesus!” This 
is a fact to which John testifies in his history of the life and 
work of our Lord. “It was by him that life came into existence, 
and that life was the light of mankind.” There is a similitude 
in the sun, the planets and the stars. The beams of the Son of 
God radiate to all parts of the world. The apostles are in closer 
companionship with our Lord and appear to us to have a greater 
reflection of the divine light, while the multitude of disciples 
also reflect the light they receive from the great center of our 
moral and religious system. 

All the religions of the world have been tested to find out 
what they possess of moral and spiritual good for mankind. 
Judaism has a high moral monotheism and prophetic promise, 
_ but its exclusive political and religious dogmas prevented it from 
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realizing the world’s need. When it rejected Jesus as the ful- 
filment of the divine purpose of God in relation to man, it failed. 
Confucianism contains some abstract moral principles, but it is 
chained to the effete civilization of China, deifies its ancestors 
but knows not God. It pays little heed to the common people, 
and its moral and spiritual being has no future. Brahmanism 
aims at the achievement of good by contemplation and the 
gradual absorption into the eternal being. Its animism and poly- 
theism leave them without God, and their ethical ideas and 
conduct give no promise to its devotees, and offer no encourage- 
ment to others. Buddhism recognizes nothing as substantial in 
the universe. All things are illusive. The world is to be re- 
nounced, not redeemed. They live without hope and die in 
despair unless they attain Nirvana. Its many gods and demons 
worry them some, but never yield them consolation. Moham- 
medanism has taken a position in advance of the polytheistic 
religions and professes a rigid morality. Its monotheism is 
typified by the Sultan, and has few of the attributes of the 
divine being. Its absolutism in state and religion can only be 
propagated by the sword, and civilized people have compelled 
their devotees to sheath the sword. Its Bible, the Koran, coun- 
tenances slavery, polygamy, concubinage and unlimited divorce. 

None of these systems of religion has a moral or spiritual 
service to render fallen humanity. They offer a good field in the 
countries they dominate, for philanthropic activity, and the dis- 
tressed people of those lands have ever voiced the Macedonian 
appeal, “Come over and help us.” The Christianity that Jesus 
gave the world recognizes certain facts—That God is an abso- 
lutely perfect being; that God created the world and made man 
in his own image; that man fell from his original estate; that 
God sent his beloved Son to save man, and restore him to a state 
of righteousness; that the vicarious sacrifice Jesus made, 
rendered the salvation of man certain by his acceptance of 
redemption through him; that Jesus authorized this salvation to 
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be proclaimed by his apostles and others to all nations; that 
the saved will enjoy a condition of happiness in the future in 
the eternal kingdom of God. These several facts have numerous 
correlated truths, which Christianity seeks to promulgate among 
men. 

In a philanthropic spirit only can one write fairly the story 
of the human race. The heavy side of history records the follies 
and the crimes of men. Only with that love which made Jesus 
such a compassionate Saviour can we go to the aid of ignorant 
and vicious fellow-beings. The spiritual and moral blindness and 
degradation of the mass of mankind when our Lord came to 
earth would have discouraged all effort for their recovery except 
such endeavor had been sustained by the long-suffering compas- 
sionate purpose of God. There is no facetiousness in the ques- 
tion, “What is man, that thou art mindful of him?” Even the 
wise Job had to acknowledge, “Man that is born of woman is 
of few days and full of trouble.” But there was in the heart of 
Jesus compassion for the least of God’s rational creatures. He 
so impressed his sympathy for the lost, that his apostles took 
up the burden of humanity as they followed the Master. James 
says, “He that converteth a sinner from the error of his way, 
will save a soul from death.” 

There is something good in the worst of people. To save 
them is worth the effort. Michael Angelo, passing down a 
miry street, picked up a small block of marble. When asked 
what he found in that dirty piece of rock he replied, “There is 
an angel in it.” When Jesus took the Magdalene from the street 
he made something higher than an angel of her. 

Our original ancestors ate of the tree of good as well as 
evil, and mingled good as well as evil in the stream of life they 
sent out from Eden. If the first-born son was wicked Cain, the 
second son was righteous Abel. If Adam had not sinned in 
disobeying God, the race might not have run wild. We are 
accustomed to overtax heredity, however, in placing the respon- 
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sibility for our personal misdeeds. Men do inherit sinful biases, 
but they do also inherit the spirit of paternal virtue. The very 
day Father Adam fell, the Lord picked him up. He could not 
escape the consequences of sin, but he was not only helped up 
but promised aid for himself and his descendants. Paul declares, 
“The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam a 
quickening spirit.’ “As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall 
all be made to live.” “It is not the spiritual that comes first but 
the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man is of the dust 
of the earth, the second man the Lord from heaven.” Though 
the race was wounded in the first field of combat, it has shown 
great vigor in overcoming the evil one in subsequent life. The 
wound, like that of Achilles, was in the heel, not in the head. 
In the sentence God passed for the violation of his law, he said 
to Satan, “Jesus, the seed of the woman, shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel.’ Forty centuries later, the apostle 
told the Romans, “God, who is the source of peace, will soon 
crush Satan under your feet.” That is what Christianity is out 
for, to destroy Satan with all his evil machinations. 

Some of the visible forms of sin which challenged the 
denunciation of Jesus and his apostles were idolatry, polygamy, 
slavery, robbery and war. They had brought in their train, 
famine, pestilence and untold misery. For thousands of years 
they had run unchecked. These pitiless creatures of vice, nursed 
on the bosom of selfishness, taunted man for his folly and 
tortured him with their sting. The philanthropy of Jesus inter- 
posed a helpful hand, and by his gracious presence has 
encouraged man with higher thoughts and nobler purposes. We 
can reasonably entertain good hopes for the race. Our future 
is secure in the hand of a loving Saviour. Has he not said, “I 
am the Lord; is there anything too hard for me?” He who 
changed the water into wine, who called Lazarus from his 
death sleep in the tomb, is now calling men to life and service. 
He shook Saul out of the doldrums of the Pharisee and made 
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of him Paul the preacher of righteousness. He caught Chrysos- 
tom, the reckless vagabond, and changed him into a champion 
of truth and virtue. He found a little barefooted lad on the 
toe-path of a canal and converted him into a Christian minister, 
a college president and a chief executive of a great nation. 
What seems to us difficult or impossible is easily achieved when 
the Lord takes in hand Garfield. 

Jesus teaches us that the most unpromising are worth 
saving, hence he would have us go everywhere, get everybody, 
for he loves them all. Many years ago a group of Christians 
in England were discussing the mission work in India. One 
said, ‘“We seem to have a gold mine down there; who will go 
and develop it for us?’ William Carey replied, “I will go down 
if you will hold the rope.”’ Then America sent Adoniram Jud- 
son down among those submerged people of Southern Asia. 
The slow but successful operations to recover the hidden gold 
of mankind from the debris of heathendom, has been one of 
the greatest Anglo-Saxon altruistic achievements. Men have 
suffered and died along the trail where Jesus has led them, but 
they have not died in vain. Nothing pays so well as lifting a 
fellow-being up. That Samaritan traveler would never have 
received the title “Eltekeh—mercy,” from the Jewish lawyer, 
and had his trip to Jericho mentioned in history, if he had not 
gone that way and succored the wounded man. Phocian, the 
celebrated Greek, conspicuous for his public and private virtues, 
devoted his life to the welfare of the people. Pliny, a dis- 
tinguished Roman officer and scholar, gave his life in the 
endeavor to rescue the inhabitants of Herculaneum and Pompeii, 
during the great eruption of Vesuvius in A. D. 79. The volcano 
poured its molten mass of ashes and lava upon the cities burying 
thousands of people, and rendering homeless and destitute those 
who escaped from the doomed cities. John Howard spent his 
life and fortune in philanthropic work. He labored in England 
and on the Continent to reform the systems then prevailing in 
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the prisons and lazarettos, and in research for relief from the 
plague which had, some years before, carried away, as Defoe 
reports, a hundred thousand inhabitants of London. At the 
time he was pursuing his benevolent work, and fell of the loath- 
some disease in far-off Russia, the plague was breaking out in 
Egypt where eight hundred thousand people perished. William 
Wilberforce, a Member of Parliament, gave his political fortunes 
and his life in the work of securing the passage of a bill to 
abolish the slave trade. Just before his death, after many 
measures had been defeated, Parliament passed the bill which 
emancipated all slaves in the British Empire. Daniel O’Connell, 
commemorating this achievement, said of the philanthropist, 
“He went up to heaven attended by the prayer of the poor and 
carrying a million broken fetters in his hands.” A man of 
humble origin and meagre educational opportunities rose to 
eminence in our national crisis. While we were fighting the 
bloodiest battle in American history, Abraham Lincoln was 
listening to the distant thunder of war, till the tide of battle at 
Antietam told him the hour had struck for his Emancipation 
Proclamation, which would declare the freedom of four million 
slaves. Students have debated whether Lincoln was greater as 
a president or a philanthropist. He believed as fully as Darwin 
in the unity of the race. He did not trouble himself for a 
scientific origin of man, since he believed the Scripture “God 
hath made of one blood all the nations of the earth.” 

Great men of the past who caught the spirit of Jesus in 
his active ministry for human welfare, have prolonged the day 
of worthy deeds. The Lord has chosen leaders for every enter- 
prise which conserves his purpose, in bringing man to an exalted 
destiny. Men of great wealth, who have given themselves to 
Jesus, are distributing their fortunes for the good of their fellow- 
beings. And men of humble resources are helping today to 
make their faith and their works please the Lord and profit their 
kindred of the earth. 
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Near the close of the seventeenth century, a body of deists 
in France took the name ‘““Theophilanthropist—lover of God and 
man.” Rejecting the Bible and all doctrines of revealed religion, 
they went back to Adam for the simple rites of natural religion. 
They said, “Let us lay aside systems, and apply ourselves to 
doing good; it is the only road to happiness.” Denying them- 
selves the light of revealed truth, they walked in darkness and 
were ill equipped for executing the purpose their name implied. 
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THE MASTER DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN BIBLE 
AND TRADITION 


Tee pragmatical scribes and Pharisees who had been sent 

down from Jerusalem to quiz Jesus, found him in Perea 
but recently returned from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, where 
he had cured the daughter of the Syrophcenician woman, the 
first known miracle among the Gentiles. Now on the east coast 
of Galilee his philanthropy is seen in the feeding of the four 
thousand. Here the inquisitors come asking, “Why do your 
disciples keep transgressing the tradition of the elders by not 
washing their hands before eating?” The Master retorts, “Why 
do you also keep transgressing the command of God by your 
tradition? God says, ‘Honor your father and mother.’ But 
you make void the word of God by your tradition.” Jesus flings 
back at his critics, “You hypocrites! you break God’s command 
for the sake of your tradition.’”’ Apparently with slight change 
in the arrangement of his record, Mark is in harmony with this 
statement of the discussion. 

In the accepted version of the Bible the word “tradition” 
is used nine times. Peter, in his first epistle says, “You know 
that you were not redeemed, with corruptible things as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversations received by the tradition 
from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ.” And 
Paul tells the Galatians, “You have heard of my conversation 
in time past in the Jewish religion—being more exceedingly 
zealous of the tradition of my fathers.” It has been historically 
stated, “Tradition plays a very important part in the Jewish 
and Roman Catholic Churches; their theology is built upon 
tradition as well as on the Bible. The Jews acknowledge a two- 
fold law of God—one written, the other unwritten; the former 
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is contained in the Pentateuch; the latter, they claim, was 
delivered to Moses to be handed down by oral tradition, and to 
be received as of equal authority. They deny the accomplish- 
ment of the prophecies in the person of Jesus, alleging that the 
Messiah has not yet come. 

Apocryphal books have been considered by some as a writ- 
ten tradition of knowledge handed down by oral communication 
for a time, then incorporated in the theological doctrines and 
precepts of the church. The orthodox Jews have never admitted 
these books into the Hebrew Scriptures, but certain heretical 
Jews of Alexandria succeeded in getting some of these hybrid 
moral and religious writings incorporated in the Septuagint 
Version of the Scriptures, after the prophetic inspiration had 
ceased. During the interim from Malachi to Matthew, no 
genuine prophetical books appear. The fourteen books com- 
posing what is known as the Old Testament Apocrypha, were 
admitted to Luther’s Bible, but printed separately, as not 
inspired though considered profitable. The Council of Trent 
received these apocryphal books, with two exceptions, into the 
Roman Catholic Bible. Protestants have generally rejected 
apocryphal books as lacking inspiration, and tradition as having 
no authoritative value. During the first four hundred years 
after the ascension of our Lord, more than a hundred apocry- 
phal gospels, epistles and revelations were produced, but few of 
these are extant. The Nicene Creed, of universal authority in 
the Catholic Church, recites, “I most steadfastly admit and 
embrace apostolic and ecclesiastical tradition, and all other 
observances and constitutions of the same church. I also admit 
the Holy Scriptures, according to the sense which our holy 
mother church has held and does hold, to which it belongs to 
judge of the true sense and interpretation of the Scriptures.” 
The constitutive principle of the Catholic Church is the doctrine 
and belief that God has promised, and consequently bestows 
upon it, constant and perpetual protection, to the extent of 
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guaranteeing it from destruction, from error, or fatal corrup- 
tion. ‘The authority of tradition, or the unalterable character 
of all the doctrines committed to the church, and the dogmas 
which to others appear strange and unscriptural, have been, 
it is claimed by Catholics, really handed down uncorrupted, 
since the time of the apostles who received them from Christ’s 
teaching.” 

The growth of evangelical religion has been as to the free- 
dom and intelligence of the people. The Bible is held as the 
Word of God. Creeds have been formulated as people have 
interpreted the Scriptures. Evangelism has proclaimed, “The 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation to all who believe.” 
Two hundred and twenty-four million copies of the Scriptures 
have been issued by the English Bible Society up to 1910, and 
millions by other nations. The American Bible Society is 
issuing two millions annually. 

The Bible, or Sacred Scriptures, which Jesus cites, con- 
sisted of the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms, some historical 
records, and miscellaneous Jewish writings. To the writings of 
Moses and the several prophecies, our Lord refers in the Sermon 
on the Mount. He asserts his purpose, not to destroy the law 
and the prophets but to enforce them. In the seventh of 
Matthew he makes the sum of these books the Golden Rule. 
You must always treat other people as you would like to have 
them treat you, for this sums up the law and the prophets. 
John represents Jesus as saying, “Search the Scriptures, for 
in them you think you have eternal life, and they are they that 
testify of me.”’ And Paul testifies, “‘All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works.” It was this book of authoritative Scripture Jesus was 
putting before the carping critics who demanded that the 
apostles observe the Jewish traditions. 
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The word ‘“‘tradition” is from the’ Latin, “trado—to 
deliver,’ and is used in a secondary sense by Paul writing to 
Thessalonians, “Stand fast and hold the traditions which you 
have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.” This passage 
and one in the following chapter where the apostle is giving 
disciplinary instruction, “Withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walks disorderly, and not after the tradition which 
he received of us,” are the only instances in which the term is 
used, except as above noted in the Gospels. The use of the term 
by Paul makes reference to his personal instruction, and not 
to Talmudic writings. 

The Talmud, of which there are two books, one at Jerusalem 
the other compiled during the Babylonian captivity, the former 
in Hebrew, the latter in Chaldaic, contains the law, and a com- 
pilation of expositions of duties imposed on the people, with 
tradition and speculations of the rabbis. It consisted of two 
parts, the Mischna and the Gomara, the former being the writ- 
ten law and the latter a collection of traditions. Much of the 
latter part is taken up with regulations of the most puerile 
‘nature, and not a little with details only fitted to excite disgust. 
There are some passages which express exalted religious feeling, 
which are said to be the source of the sublime sentiments in 
the liturgy of the Church of Rome. 

Jesus was familiar with this book and quotes passages as, 
“Said by them of old time, ‘Thou shalt not kill,’”’ which is from 
the Mischna. The text the Lord cites in the present charge 
against the Pharisees, is fram the Gomara, ‘““You say whosoever 
shall say to his father or his mother Corban, a gift, by what- 
soever you may be profited by me, and honor not his father or 
his mother, he shall be free. Thus have you made the command- 
ment of God of none effect by your tradition.” 

Who are these Pharisees that they should receive so mich 
attention by the people and should be so severely denounced 
by the Lord? The Talmud mentions several classes as follows: 
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the Truncated, to indicate he was in profound meditation scarcely 
lifted his feet from the ground. The Mortar wore a deep cap in 
shape of a mortar, which would only permit him to look upon 
the ground at his feet. By these expedients they endeavored to, 
and did really, captivate the admiration of the vulgar. Under 
the profession of extreme virtue and piety they pursued the most 
licentious conduct. 

The educated Jews were divided into a number of sects, 
the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Gaulonites and Herodians 
are the more prominent. Josephus tells us the latter sect derived 
their name from Herod the Great, who seems to have formed 
this sect on purpose to justify himself in certain practices, 
notably that, “when constrained by superiors, to comply with 
idolatry and any false religion.” This half-Jew is seen to palter 
with his trust, building Greek temples and patronizing Roman 
idolatrous worship. His devotion to Czsar is supercilious. 
Addison describes it— 


“T’ll bellow out for Rome, and for my Country, 
And mouth at Cesar, till I shake the Senate.” 


An American educator said recently, “Let the Bible alone!” 
Another professor, commenting on the phrase, said, ““The advice 
strikes a responsive chord in the bosom of the average man.” 
May not the challenge and the comment, both, be misunder- 
stood? The Bible, as we use the term here, is the volume con- 
taining the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament and the 
twenty-seven books of the New Testament. This book, regarded 
as the canon of the Scriptures, is generally used by Christians. 
But when we speak of the Bible as the infallible Word of God, 
the question may be asked, to which version do you refer? 

When Jesus came there was a Hebrew Bible containing the 
thirty-nine books just mentioned; a Samaritan Bible with only 
the Pentateuch of Moses; the Chaldee Targum, an exposition 
of the Hebrew for the Jews in captivity; and the Greek Sep- 
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taugint Version of the Bible. Schools of Jewish Theology under 
Rabbins Hillel and Shammai had been established in Jerusalem 
before the birth of Christ and furnished the material later 
included in the Talmuds. Matthew’s Gospel is claimed by high 
authority, to be the First Book of Christian Literature. Follow- 
ing Matthew during the first and second centuries, copies of 
the Gospels appeared in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Syriac, Coptic, 
Ethiopic, Arabic, the names of the authors not all known to us. 
Down to King James’s Version more than thirty versions, of 
the whole or a part of the Bible, were produced. The Latin 
Vulgate, by Jerome, was the authorized version of the Catholic 
Church until a revision was made by Clement VIII, a. p. 1592. 
Wiclif, Tindale and Coverdale, had produced the versions in 
English before James I of England, under act of Parliament, 
appointed a commission for a new version of the Scriptures. The 
so-called Authorized Version has been several times revised and 
the Apocrypha, since A. D. 1629, generally omitted. 

Coleridge is credited with saying, ““The Bible is the religion 
of Protestants.” Luther, however, retained the Apocrypha in 
his Bible. He claimed that the Apocrypha was not inspired, but 
it was profitable. In view of the fact that there have been and 
are now extant so many versions of the Bible, the historian 
and biographer must be more specific in speaking of the Bible. 
As language is constantly changing and knowledge is increasing, 
translations and revisions are needed to keep us informed of the 
real “Word of God.” 

Among the hundreds of manuscripts of the Bible, giving the 
entire accepted canon of Scripture or some portion of the book, 
three quite comprehensive Codices have been discovered since 
the publishing of King James’s Version: the Sinaitic and Vati- 
can Manuscripts of the fourth century, and the Alexandrian of 
the fifth century. These were written about a thousand years 
nearer the time when the apostles and others wrote the rcords 
of the life and work of our Lord, and can reasonably be accepted 
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as a purer text than later manuscripts. Research work in Egypt 
since A. D. 1889 has discovered various documents in the Greek 
language of the apostolic age, by means of which scholars are 
enabled to gain a better construction of the tongue in which the 
original Scripture was written. 

Notwithstanding the increase of knowledge we are gaining 
of the past, the Pharisee still lives and persists in his claim we 
must be saved by outward institutions and privileges, like circum- 
cision, the tithing of petty trifles, while he forgets God and 
refuses the salvation he has provided through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If, as the Psalmist says to the Lord, “Thy word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path,” the Douay 
Bible, whose editor the historian Fuller charges with “suppress- 
ing the light,”’ should be revised in order to fulfil its real purpose. 
So also should all uninspired records be pruned from the book 
we hold as the Word of God. 

A versatile writer says, “Criticism has demolished alike 
the Catholic assumption of an infallible Church and the Protest- 
tant assumption of an infallible Book.’”’ When George V was 
coronated a Bible was presented to him with the words, “We 
present you this Book, the living oracles of God.” The king 
reads that book daily. President Wilson said, “I am sorry for 
the men who do not read the Bible every day. I should be afraid 
to go forward if I did not believe there lay at the foundation 
of all our schooling and all our thought this incomparable and 
unimpeachable Word of God.” 
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ye Jesus was in the district of Czsarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples about the prevailing opinion held by the 
people concerning himself. ‘““Whom do men say I the Son of 
Man amr” The answer may have been given in chorus, but 
more than likely they, one after the other, gave an expression 
of the opinions which each had heard from the people who were 
attending upon his ministry. Matthew himself may have led 
off, as he would have noted the political talk of the Herodians 
giving expression to Herod’s fears, that “John the Baptist was 
risen from the dead.” Others had heard him called Elijah, or 
Jeremiah, or one of the old prophets. Jesus then put the ques- 
tion directly to the apostles, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter now assumes to answer for the twelve, ““You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God!” All editors give this. The 
records of Mark and Luke are in general harmony with the 
First Gospel at this point. John gives some additional matter 
answering Jews who a little earlier asked our Lord, “What 
must we do to carry out God’s work?” 

The statements he had made in his last discourse in the 
synagogue at Capernaum, had profoundly stirred the people. 
He had answered,“The work God has for you is to believe on 
him whom he has sent to you.” Then with a show of candor, 
which sounds like impertinence, they asked, “What sign do you 
show us, that we may see and believe in your What work are 
you doing? Our fathers ate manna in the desert, as it is written, 
“He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Jesus replied to this 
apparent quotation from Exodus sixteen, “I will rain bread from 
heaven for you,’ “Moses did not give you that bread from 
heaven; but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 
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For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world. I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate 
manna in the wilderness and are dead. I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread, 
he shall live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life 
of the world is my flesh.” That doctrine seemed too mystical 
for the digestiofi of that obtrusive gang of chiliasts who had 
been demanding something better than the barley bread and fish 
with which he had fed them in the wilderness. 

The metaphor is strong, and yet susceptible of understand- 
ing by the orientals who were familiar with these figures. The 
rabbis say, “Israel shall eat the years of the Messiah,” and the 
great Solomon, personifying wisdom, says, “Come eat my bread, 
and drink of the wine which I have mingled; forsake the foolish 
and live, go in the way of understanding.” 

Our Lord seemed first to notice the crowd who had followed 
him from the last wilderness feast and said to them, ““You seek 
me not because you saw the miracle, but because you ate of the 
bread and were filled.” Then he turned to the Jewish critics 
whose murmurings he had heard and observed, “Do not find 
fault with me among yourselves; no one can come to me unless 
the Father who sent me draw him.” He fully comprehended 
the effect his teaching was having upon many of the half-baked 
disciples who had been following him, and anticipating their 
protest, asked, “Does this displease you? What then if you 
were to behold the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? The spirit is what gives life; the flesh is of no avail.” 
Von Ammon has well said, ‘What is true of the bread of heaven, 
is true of his flesh and blood, for these predicates are only sub- 
stitutes for the original image of the bread of life.” When 
Jesus tells us we must eat his flesh and drink his blood, he means 
we must feed upon him by faith. But those who rejected his 
teaching as cannibalism, turned from him and probably conspired 
with the Jewish spies to denounce him to the Sanhedrin. 
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The multitude which followed our Lord probably varied 
as he passed from one section of the country to another. We 
have only two instances when the number present with him is 
given. In the first instance, news had reached him of the brutal 
murder of his cousin and forerunner John the Baptist, and he 
appears to have left Nazareth and gone to a more secluded spot 
near the west shore of Galilee. Here he fed the five thousand 
men and numberless women and children. Immediately he 
crossed the lake to the east shore, where later he fed four 
thousand. 

The miracle of feeding the people was followed by the 
offensive sermon. In consequence of this many of his disciples 
drew back and would not go about with him any longer. So 
Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you mean to go away too?” 
Simon Peter answered, ‘““To whom can we go, sir? You have 
a message of eternal life, and we believe and are satisfied that 
you are the Holy One of God.” Jesus answered them, “Did 
I not myself, select all twelve of you? And even of you, one is 
an informer.’’ He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for 
he, though he was one of the twelve was going to betray him. 

At the very outset of Jesus’ ministry misconceptions 
appeared among the followers of the Lord. Some of them 
seem to have shared the sentiments of the Jews, “How can he 
give us his flesh to eat?” This question was alive when the 
apostles went out to establish Christianity among the Gentiles. 
Eusebius tells us of the charge made by the heathen against the 
disciples of Jesus Christ—their gross immorality practiced in 
secret. The charge originated doubtless from their secret nightly 
meetings, necessitated by the persecutions to which they were 
subjected. Despite their secrecy, informers invaded their private 
meetings and heard them when addressing each other as brother 
and sister. And when the Lord’s Supper was observed, using 
the expressions, “Eating the flesh and drinking the blood of 
~ Christ.” Dr. Geo. R. Dodson says that “in the first days of the 
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church some exalted the authority of Peter above Paul; the 
followers of the first holding that the gospel is the religion 
of Jesus, that is his personal religion as a man, while Paul held 
the new religion to be the gospel about Jesus.” 

_ Peter writes in his second letter to those who had obtained 
like precious faith, “There were false prophets among the 
people even as there shall be false teachers among you who pri- 
vily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and many will follow their pernicious ways, by 
reason of which the way of truth will be evil spoken of. They 
have forsaken the right way and are gone astray. It had been 
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness 
than, after they had known it, to turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered unto them.” 

Paul, writing the Church at Corinth, says, “There must be 
heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made 
manifest among you. I hear there are divisions among you, and 
I partly believe it. For there must be heresies when you despise 
the church of God. I have received of the Lord that which I 
also delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in 
which he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks 
brake it and said, This is my body which takes your place. Do 
this in memory of me. He took the cup too, after supper, in the 
same way saying, This cup is the new agreement ratified by my 
blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in memory of me. For 
until the Lord come back, every time you eat this bread and 
drink from the cup you proclaim his death.”’ In this most sol- 
emn ordinance the church is rent by divisions. 

Both apostles seem to find grave cause for complaint against 
some who are wounding Jesus in the house of his friends. And 
John, giving his last message, perhaps, to the brethren scattered 
abroad, says, “Little children, it is the last time; even now there 
are anti-christs.”’ Someone may have written the apostle of the 
desertions which were taking place among the professed follow- 
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ers of Jesus, and he replies, “They went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us; but they went out that they might be 
made manifest that they were not all of us.” That he may not 
be misunderstood, the apostle concludes, “Who is such a liar as 
the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is the real anti- 
christ—the man who disowns the Father and the Son. No one 
who disowns the Son can have the Father. Whoever acknowl- 
edges the Son has the Father, too. Keep what you have heard 
from the beginning*in your hearts; then you will always be in 
union with the Son and the Father. And what he himself has 
promised us is eternal life.” 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick said recently, “Let your theol- 
ogy be simple and usable; and hold your denominational loyalty 
loosely.”” Is that good advice? Theology is the highest science, 
the science of religion. The religion of Jesus and the religion 
about Jesus are embraced in the gospel of Christ, and the facts 
or doctrines of the gospel scientifically stated are Christian the- 
ology. Can we simplify it without denying it? 

Beecher tried to simplify the doctrine of the Trinity by 
comparing it with a tree. He imagined the body of a tree be- 
hind a stone wall from which three large branches rose above 
the wall. Simple enough, certainly! But does the figure convey 
to us a true idea of the divine Godhead? By no means. The 
essential being of God, manifested in the personalities of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is one of the great facts of reli- 
gion that the finite mind cannot comprehend. Nevertheless it is 
usable. 

Jesus commanded, “Go, disciple all nations; baptize them in 
the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Loyalty 
from that good old-Latin word “lex, law”’—faithful to the 
prince, true to plighted faith, not treacherous. Clarendon says, 
“He had such loyalty to the king as the law required.”’ The law 
~ requires absolute loyalty. One does not have to violate the whole 
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code of laws, or every provision of the Constitution, to incur the 
penalty of the law. Benedict Arnold betrayed his country by his 
contract to deliver West Point to the enemy, for British gold. 
That was treason. Judas betrayed his Master for thirty pieces 
of silver. That was treason. The man who deserts his flag in 
face of the enemy, incurs the penalty of death. Deserter is a 
black name with soldiers. The question of loyalty is one of the 
largest subjects in the world. It reaches beyond the world. 
There had been no Satan to devil us, had that prince remained 
loyal to God in heaven. Loyalty to family, to society, to gov- 
ernment, to God would hasten the millennium. Peace on earth 
and good will among men would cease to be a hypothesis and be 
a demonstrated fact. 

How often since that desertion of Jesus in Galilee, have the 
disciples been confronted with the appeal, “Will you abandon 
me, too?” ‘The church had scarcely been organized in Jerusa- 
lem, when dissensions began, the Gentile members complaining 
that discriminations were being made between their widows and 
those of the Jews, in the distribution of charitable funds. Jesus 
had said to the apostles, “The poor you have always with you; 
when you will you may do them good.” He foresaw the effects 
of persecution, when many women would be left to the care of 
the church. Seven deacons were appointed to attend to these 
ministrations, and the apostles pushed on more zealously preach- 
ing the good news of the kingdom of God. 

Deacon Philip going over to Samaria, perhaps on business, 
full of the spirit and eager to spread the knowledge of Jesus 
among these half kin to the Jews, found people gathering about 
him to hear the news. A ré€vival broke out and Peter and John 
were sent up by the brethren at Jerusalem to look after this 
work. Many conversions were reported, among them Simon the 
magician professed conversion, and offered the apostles money 
to confer upon him miraculous power. Queer ideas have ob- 
sessed the disciples of all ages, in the use of spiritual gifts. 
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Simon saw a new scheme for making religion profitable, and was 
ready to invest in it. Twenty years had passed since the Lord 
had left the disciples to carry forward the operations of the 
kingdom. Opposition to the new religion had not yet become 
formidable. 

Paul had come over from the coast to confer with the apos- 
tles on a division among the new converts under his ministry. 
The twelve apostles appear for the last time at the Jewish capi- 
tal. They with the elders and other members of the first church 
hold a meeting to consider the question brought up by the new 
apostle. A Pharisee in the church precipitated the discussion 
when he stated, “That it was needful to circumcize the converts 
among the heathen and to command them to keep the law of 
Moses.”’ After considerable debate in which the apostles took 
a forward looking movement, the conference decided to send 
additional disciples with Paul, to verbally confirm the action 
taken, and to write the new churches their advice and 
instructions. 

The following is the nearest to a statement of an Apostolic 
Creed that we find in the Bible: “That the apostles and the 
brothers who are elders send greeting to the brothers of heathen 
birth in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. As we have heard that 
some of our number, without any instruction from us, have dis- 
turbed you by their teaching and unsettled your minds, we have 
unanimously voted to select representatives and send them to you 
with our dear brothers Barnabas and Paul, who have risked their 
lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. So we send Judas 
and Silas to you, to give you the same message by word of 
mouth. For the Holy Spirit and we have decided not to lay upon 
you any burden but the indispensable one, that you avoid what- 
ever has been sacrificed to idols, the tasting of blood and of meat 
of animals that have been strangled, and immorality. Keep 
yourselves free from these things and you will get on well. 


Goodbye.” 
110 


DISCIPLES DESERT CHRIST 


History records, but does not explain, a creed. The care- 
less reader may say that is a very simple statement for the great 
college of the apostle to make. But if you look with a little more 
attention, you find the whole system of religion embraced. Idol- 
atry is the religion of paganism; over against that they place 
Christianity. Immorality covers the vices of all mankind; over 
against that place Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. If all the 
churches accepted the faith of Jesus implicitly there would be no 
reason for using the term “Protestant” or “Catholic.” There 
would be but one Lord, one faith, one baptism. If the people 
would universally accept the moral code which Jesus propounded, 
and which he illustrated in his perfect life, there would be no 
need of armed governments, for there would be no war or in- 
vasion of territory. 

In this formal, if somewhat negative, statement the apos- 
tles and elders were not departing from, but drawing still closer 
to, their divine Master. The apostles unite their authority with 
that of the Holy Spirit in determining Christian duty. This 
should end all controversy. It would if humanity was not a 
bundle of selfishness. So while the last words of instruction 
given by our Lord to the disciples had barely been incorporated 
in their creed, false teachers were coming forward to deny the 
claims of Jesus and disparage the mission of the evangelists. 
During the first three centuries of the gospel, such leaders among 
the early Christians as Apollinaris, Arius, Tatian, Sabellius, Cer- 
inthis, denying Jesus, organized societies antagonizing true re- 
ligion. These were probably some of the Neo-Christians which 
Jesus warned the disciples against, and who were active while 
John was still preaching the glorious gospel of the blessed God. 
Demas had seemed to be as faithful a friend of Paul as either 
Mark or Luke, but now, when trials were gathering heavily 
about the apostle, he wrote, “Demas has deserted me for love of 
the present world.” And then when the trial came on and the 
old apostle was brought before Nero, he complained, ‘““At my 


111 


BIOGRAPHY OF JESUS 


first appearance in court no one came to help me; everybody de- 
serted me.” Like his Master he said, “May no one lay it up 
against them.” It was an evil hour and even brave men some- 
times falter. 

Julian had been brought up a Christian, but while at school 
in Athens he had renounced his faith in the religion of Jesus and 
embraced paganism. At one time he bore this testimony for the 
Christians of the empire. Eusebius says, “Julian the apostate in 
a letter to the pagan high-priest of Galatia, tells him that the 
chief cause of the great increase of Christianity was their hos- 
pitality for strangers and their care for the dead.” | 

In the middle of the third century the church at Rome was 
providing for fifteen hundred widows, destitute and sick per- 
sons. This was the church to which Paul wrote before he was 
taken to the imperial city as a prisoner, and the body of early 
Christians who greeted him when he visited Rome. 

Despite persecution, the church had grown in numbers and 
influence at the capital of the world’s empire. There were two 
bishops in Rome as late as the sixth century. Pelagius and 
Gregory each expressly disclaimed the title of universal bishop. 
Somewhere near the beginning of the third century the church 
elected Cornelius pastor, and the church divided; Novatian, a 
presbyter, led the new organization. Cornelius sought power 
and influence by admitting to membership in the church the most 
flagrant offenders. Novatian declared that a church, by taking 
unworthy members into its bosom, ceased by that very act to be 
a true Christian church, and forfeited all the rights and privi- 
leges of a church. The historian Milner says the Novatians 
were the earliest body of Christians which in modern times may 
be called dissenters, those who separate from the church on ac- 
count of lax discipline. To show that this move was not mere 
rivalry between two prominent leaders, the historian Socrates 
claims, those who followed Novatian “were distinguished for 
purity of life, and rejected the worship of images and relics.” 
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He further states that the new church, sect, flourished exceed- 
ingly in Rome for nearly a hundred years; that this reformation 
extended throughout the empire and was represented in many 
places by numbers equaling those of the opposing party.” If 
Novatian’s view of church polity is correct, and it certainly has 
the support of the Scriptures, these people who are called a 
dissenting sect are the really loyal disciples of Jesus Christ. 

About this time Chlorus, who was joint emperor of the 
western Roman possessions, had a son whose decree more pow- 
erfully affected the future of religion than any other man in 
history. He succeeded, at the death of his father, to the rule 
over Spain, Gaul and Britain, and soon advanced into Italy, 
where he is said to have seen the sign of a flaming cross in the 
heavens, bearing the inscription, “In hoc signo vinces,” and a 
historian says, “used the altar of the church as a convenient foot- 
stool for the throne of empire.” He became sole ruler of the 
Western Empire, a. p. 313. 

As emperor, Constantine published an edict of toleration in 
favor of the Christians and subsequently he declared Christian- 
ity the religion of the state. From the hour when the church 
and state were wedded, the maintenance of a pure Christianity 
was made most difficult. For the succeeding seventeen hundred 
years, the state has ruled the church or the church has ruled 
the state. 

Through all these centuries, however, there has been a host 
of protesting Christians who claim to have kept the doctrines 
and polity authorized by Jesus Christ and his inspired apostles, 
and faithfully preserved in the sacred Scriptures. Dr. Northrup 
in his Church History, says, “The spiritual despotism of Rome, 
its monstrous abuse of ecclesiastical power, and the frightful 
corruption, in doctrine, worship and life, resulting therefrom, 
teaches with startling emphasis that infinite evils may flow from 
attempting to improve upon any of the institutions established 
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The disciples of Jesus have always differed in their use of 
the Bible. Evangelical Christians, with a legitimate use of rea- 
son, receive the religion of Jesus Christ as it is—a revealed 
method of salvation for sinners; rationalistic Christians exalt 
reason to a position of ultimate authority in regard to the mat- 
ters revealed, the rationalistic remodeling Christianity to suit 
its own ideas of what religion ought to be, to fit it for the con- 
dition of the world, and the traditional seeking to perpetuate the 
innovations of Sylvester, Bishop of Rome. 

The historian Brown says, “It is an egregious error to sup- 
pose that when Christianity was taken into alliance with the 
state, by the emperor Constantine, in the beginning of the fourth 
century, all the orthodox churches were so ignorant of the genius 
of their religion, as to consent to the corruption of a worldly 
establishment.” The two great rivers, rising close by the origi- 
nal home of the human race, flow through central Asia and near 
the old home of Abraham, Ur of Chaldee, unite as one main 
stream and empty their water into the great seas. The Tigris 
seems the straighter, but the Euphrates is the greater. The lat- 
ter has the advantage of the older name. The church of God, 
and the word of God will survive though other institutions and 
other books perish. Paul says, “Christ is the head of the 
church.” Disciples may desert Jesus, but he will not forsake his 
followers. Like the two great rivers beginning at Eden and 
flowing to the sea, separated for a time but finally uniting in 
one great flood of water; so Christianity, evangelical and ra- 
tionalistic, Protestant and Catholic, may ultimately junction and 
flow on into the eternal kingdom of God. 
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C)UR Lord had been engaged upon his mission among the vil- 

lages along the northern coast of Galilee. He had ques- 
tioned the apostles regarding the opinions which were being 
expressed about him, and then asked their view as to who he 
was. Peter promptly answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God!’ The apostles were all present at this time 
and probably assented to acknowledgment of the supernatural 
personality of Jesus. 

In subsequent years, by this confession and observations 
Jesus made at this time, the Roman Church claimed the primacy 
of Peter. This claim has been shown to be an entire miscon- 
ception of the meaning of Jesus Christ, and a perversion of the 
teachings of the Scriptures. Undoubtedly this apostle felt some- 
what elevated over this compliment by his Master, but it did not 
appear to have stirred any feeling of jealousy on the part of the 
others as it certainly would had they seen he was figuring for 
promotion. If Peter’s feelings were elevated then, a few mo- 
ments later they must have been depressed, for Jesus said to him, 
“Get out of my sight, you Satan!” 

In neither instance did our Lord intend to elevate or de- 
grade this apostle. This particular incident is recalled to show 
that Jesus was recognized as the divine personality he claimed 
to be, before the occurrence mentioned in this chapter. Their 
work may have carried around toward Nazareth during the 
intervening time as the evangelist states, “Six days after this, 
Jesus took Peter and James and his brother John, and led them 
up on a high mountain, by themselves. And his appearance 
underwent a change in their presence and his face shone like the 
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sun, and his clothes became white as light. And Moses and Eli- 
jah appeared to them, talking with him. And Peter spoke, and 
said to Jesus, ‘Master, how good it is that we are here! If you 
wish, IJ will make three huts here, one for you, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.’ As he spoke a bright cloud over- 
shadowed them and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my 
Son, my Beloved. He is my Chosen. Listen to him!’ When 
the disciples heard it, they were dreadfully frightened and fell 
upon their faces. And Jesus came and touched them, and said, 
‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ When they looked up, they saw 
no one but Jesus himself. And as they were going down the 
mountain, Jesus cautioned them saying, ‘Do not tell anyone of 
the vision you have seen until the Son of Man is risen from the 
dead.’ The disciples asked him, ‘Then why do the scribes say 
that Elijah has to come first?’ He answered, ‘Elijah does come 
and is to reform everything; but I tell you Elijah has come 
already, and they would not recognize him, but treated him just 
as they pleased. It is just that way that the Son of Man is going 
to be treated by them!’ Then the disciples understood that he 
was speaking to them of John the Baptist. When they came to 
the people again, a man came up to him and fell on his knees, 
saying, “Master, take pity on my son for he has epilepsy and is 
very wretched; he often falls into the fire or into the water. And 
I brought him to your disciples and they have not been able to 
cure him.’ Jesus answered, “O you unbelieving, obstinate peo- 
ple! How long must I be with you? How long must I put up 
with you? Bring him here to me!’ And Jesus reproved the 
demon and it came out of him, and from that moment the boy 
was cured. Afterward, when he was alone, the disciples went 
to Jesus and said to him, ‘Why could not we drive it out?’ He 
said to them, “Because you have so little faith. For I tell you, 
if you have faith the size of a grain of mustard, you can say to 
this mountain, ‘Move from here over to there!’ and it will move, 
and nothing will be impossible for you.’ As they were going 
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about in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is going 
to be handed over to men and they will kill him, but on the 
third day he will be raised to life again.” And they were greatly 
distressed by his words.” 

Mark uses very nearly the same language in describing the 
transfiguration. Instead of Peter’s proposition to build the huts, 
Mark and Luke record, “Let us put up three huts.” Luke gives 
the substance of the other statements, but fixes the time about 
eight days after Jesus had announced the tragedy anticipated in 
Jerusalem. He says the Lord “took Peter, John and James, and 
went up on the mountain to pray. And as he was praying, the 
look of his face changed and his clothes turned dazzling white. 
The two men talking with him were Moses and Elijah, and they 
appeared in glory and spoke of his departure which he was to 
go through with at Jerusalem.” Peter and his companions had 
been overcome by sleep, but waking up they saw his glorious ap- 
pearance and the two men standing by him. Just as they were 
parting from him, Peter made his proposition for a permanent 
residence, but, says Luke, “He did not know what he was say- 
ing, but as he said it a cloud came and overshadowed them, and 
they were frightened as they passed under the cloud. And from 
the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen! 
Listen to him!’ At the sound of the voice they saw that Jesus 
was alone. And they kept silence, and said nothing about it to 
anyone at that time.” 

John does not relate the incident of the transfiguration; he 
is thought to be giving the significance of it in these expressions. 
“Just as the Father is self-existent, he has given self-existence 
to the Son, and he has given him authority to act as judge be- 
cause he is the Son of Man. It is someone else that testifies to 
me and I know that the testimony that he has given about ‘me 
is true. I have higher testimony than John, for the things that 
my Father has intrusted to me to accomplish, the very things 
that I am doing, are proof that my Father has sent me, and my 
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Father who has sent me has thus borne witness to me. You have 
never heard his voice or seen his form.” 

Jesus, talking with the Father, says, “I have revealed your 
real self to the men you gave me from the world. . . . Now 
at least they know that all you have given me comes from you, 
for I have given them the truths that you gave me, and they 
have accepted them and been convinced that I came from you, 
and they believe that you sent me.” 

Mountains are symbols of divine majesty and immutability. 
Our Lord chose them as a chapel for prayer, a pulpit for preach- 
ing, and a rendezvous for this epochal meeting with the Father 
and his friends. That he should have selected Mount Tabor for 
this historic meeting seems highly probable, though the evangel- 
ist mentions only a high mountain. 

Tabor is a grand and imposing object, an isolated peak 
nearly five miles in circumference at the base and rising one 
thousand three hundred and fifty feet high, standing in lone and 
solemn grandeur upon the great plain of Esdraelon. It is richly 
adorned with verdure; trees and shrubbery covering the summit 
and a variety of wild flowers draping the slopes. An American 
traveler tells us he found piles of old ruins, “the remnants of 
towns and fortifications that have existed here from the days of 
Joshua.” It was here, during the period when the Canaanites 
were oppressing God’s people, that Barak led a small force of 
Israelites against Sisera, and put to the sword the host of the 
enemy. During his campaigns in Egypt and Syria, Napoleon 
met at Tabor a large army of Turks. The French commander 
had taken possession of the mountain while the enemy were 
marshalled in the plain of Esdraelon. Kleber, with a division 
of about three thousand, had marched out from Nazareth, about 
five miles distant, and had become engaged with the advanced 
division of Turks. The whole force of the enemy was soon 
brought into battle, and the gallant Kleber was fiercely assault- 
ing twenty-seven thousand Moslem. At this moment Napoleon 
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debouched on Mount Tabor and turned his glasses on the com- 
bat below. What a scene met his gaze! The whole plain 
appeared covered with the troops of the enemy. Without hesi- 
tation he led the remaining force at hand to the aid of Kleber 
and the Turks yielded before his impetuous charge. Murat’s 
cavalry now swept down upon the flank of the foe and drove 
them into wild rout. Between these scenes of war and blood- 
shed, the great event recorded in this chapter occurred. 

Not only the mountains but also the clouds form a part of 
the symbolic representations by which the Creator of heaven 
and earth reveals himself to man. About thirty centuries ago, 
Job’s companions were asking questions which have embarrassed 
the wise men of our day: ‘Do you know the balancings of the 
clouds?” Our philosophers have been studying the vapors and 
stormy winds in laboratories and on hilltops, but still confess 
they know but little of the causes which balance the clouds in 
the air. The Psalmist says, “The Lord my God is very great; 
he maketh the clouds his chariot.”” Who can tell us what pos- 
tillion drove the Lord’s chariot that memorable day when God 
the Father accompanied by his guests, Moses and Elijah, came 
down to greet the adorable Son on Mount Tabor? What honor 
to be a friend of the Almighty, and ride with him to the battle- 
field, where the two famous leaders of old were to turn over 
their authority to Jesus, the Prince Imperial! Henceforth he 
could claim, “Full authority in heaven and on the earth has been 
given to me.” Do we marvel, that when the cloud chariot of 
Jehovah drove down to that waiting group of Master and 
disciples, and the great lawgiver and high-priest among the 
prophets stepped into the circle of prayer, there should be aston- 
ishment, even terror, in the hearts of those simple fishermen? 
The mission of these heavenly visitants was now accomplished. 
In Jesus Christ, the great successor, the prophecies centered; in 
him the law was fulfilled. Moses and Elijah had come as the 
representatives of types, shadows, and prophetic predictions, to 
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lay down their commissions at the feet of him who was greater 
than them all! 

It is perhaps reasonable in our day with a more scientific 
type of mind to submit statements of such a phenomenon to 
rigid analysis. Some writers have done this and think they 
have found the transfiguration to be simply a subjective experi- 
ence, an ecstatic vision, an apparition which had its source in 
the minds of the apostles. Peter especially was subject to vi- 
sions, and as he is supposed to have communicated this experience 
to Mark, the story came to be regarded a historic fact. We can- 
not deny Peter’s peculiar temperament, but a phenomenon of 
such importance as to have four evangelists make detailed record 
of it, cannot be set aside as a mere nightmare. That there was 
a vision the record shows, but as to the cause of the vision schol- 
ars differ. Some think that the sub-consciousness of Peter and 
the others produced the vision the story describes. They regard 
the record as in full agreement with recognized psychological 
laws. Others, and by far the greater number of Christian stu- 
dents, recognize this transfiguration on the mount as a super- 
natural event of prime consequence to the Christian religion. A 
church feast in commemoration of the Transfiguration of Jesus 
Christ was early established. 

The Christian apologists of the first three centuries of the 
Christian era, from the ascension of Jesus Christ to the acces- 
sion of the Emperor Constantine to authority in state and 
church, held that all the theophanies of the Old Testament were 
in fact appearances of Christ. The names of these distinguished 
scholars in the early church carries weight in support of any 
position they take: Aristides, Quadrates, Mileto, Apollonius, 
Justin Martyr, Tatian, Athenagoras, Theophilus, Clement, Ori- 
gen, Tertullian, Minutius Felix and Arnobius. It is doubtful 
whether such a galaxy of lawyers, philosophers and churchmen, 
has appeared during any like period of Christian history, and 
contended so faithfully for the truths of Christianity. 
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It is well worth while for the student who wishes to be in- 
formed on the greatest facts of history, to look at some of these 
manifestations of God to man by actual experience during the 
four thousand years which anticipated the coming of Jesus the 
Christ. Moses records, “The Lord appeared unto Abram and 
said, ‘I will make of you a great nation . . . and in you shall 
all families of the earth be blessed.” And the Lord appeared 
to Moses, and said, “Draw not nigh; put off thy shoes, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” The Lord told 
him the occasion of his appearance to deliver his people from 
Egyptian bondage! “Come now therefore and I will send you 
unto Pharaoh.” 

It is again recorded in Leviticus, when the sin offering was 
made for the people, the Lord appeared, and a fire consumed the 
sacrifice. Repeatedly throughout the journeying of the Hebrews 
from Egypt to Canaan the Lord spoke from his chariot of 
clouds, to direct the march and hold the attention of the people 
upon the laws and ceremonies established as types and symbols 
of the future kingdom which Jesus Christ came to set up. 

After forty years of experience in the wilderness the 
Hebrews approached Jordan and gained a sight of the promised 
land. Moses’ death occurred here and a period of mourning for 
a great leader followed. Joshua was appointed his successor, 
and this record spread on the historic page, “There arose not a 
prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face.’’ In due time the Jordan was passed, Jericho cap- 
tured and the head of the column reached Gilgal, where a halt 
was made and the Passover observed. While still in the vicin- 
ity of Jericho the Lord appeared to Joshua. This new leader of 
Israel was confronted by a person with a drawn sword in his 
hand, and Joshua fearlessly approached him and demanded, “‘Are 
you for us or are you for the adversaries?’ The stranger said, 
“Nay; but as prince of the host of the Lord am I now come.” 
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and did worship, and 
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said unto him, “What saith my Lord unto his servant?” And 
he said, “Loose thy shoes from off thy feet for the place where- 
on thou standest is holy ground.” Thus Joshua, like Moses, 
was initiated into the secret mysteries of the Lord of Hosts. 

Jeremiah records, “The Lord appeared as of old unto me, 
saying, “Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; there- 
fore I have continued lovingkindness unto thee. The people who 
were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even 
Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.” 

When Daniel had seen a vision and sought the meaning, 
there stood before him the appearance of a man. He said, “I 
heard the man’s voice which called to Gabriel and said, Make 
this man to understand the vision. So Gabriel came near where 
I stood, and when he came I was afraid and fell upon my face. 
He touched me and set me upright.” Then the prophet de- 
scribes the purpose of this visit, which so deeply concerned the 
future of the Jews. Here the Lord, sitting in his chariot of 
cloud, directs his servant Gabriel to instruct the prophet. 

One instance more of the Lord’s appearances to his servants 
is especially noted by the Christian apologists. The Lord ap- 
peared to Abraham (note the changed name here), and he sat in 
his tent door in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and lo, three men stood by him; and when he saw them 
he ran to meet them, and bowed himself toward the ground, and 
said, “My Lord, if now I have found favor in thy sight, pass 
not away I pray thee from thy servant.’”’ Abraham hastened to 
have refreshments prepared for his guests. Meanwhile the Lord 
had announced his purpose to give Abraham an heir. When 
Sarah laughed at the idea of her having a child in her old age, 
the Lord rebuked the doubt, saying, “Is anything too hard for 
the Lord?” At this time the Lord informed Abraham of his 
intentions toward Sodom. Lot, his nephew, and his family re- 
sided in Sodom. Its destruction would be a personal grief to 
him. Moreover he hoped something yet might be done for the 
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city. So he prayed for those Sodomites that most remarkable 
prayer, winning every petition. And the Lord went his way as 
soon as he had finished communing with Abraham. 

If the Bible student will attend to these marvelous manifes- 
tations of the Lord to different types of men, under varying 
conditions of life, and during long ages of human experience, 
he will not find it difficult to accept the story so thrillingly told 
by Matthew and the other evangelists about the transfiguration. 
How like a mathematical demonstration this theophany presents 
Jesus—Euclid’s 47th proposition, for example. Our Lord says, 
“Up to the time of John the Baptist the prophets and the law 
prefigured him.” Pythagoras discovéred the great principle in- 
volved in Euclid’s triangle, which proves that the square de- 
scribed on the hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the squares 
described on the other two sides. In like manner the line of the 
law and the line of the prophets was made a perfect figure when 
Jesus added the line of the gospel. He says, “I am not come to 
destroy the law and the prophets, but to fill out.” 

We have adopted the early Christian belief regarding the 
place of the transfiguration, but recent authors contend for Her- 
mon instead of Tabor as the scene of this great epiphany. The 
reasons assigned for this view are that the summit of Tabor had 
been fortified, while Hermon was a barren, desolate snow-capped 
mountain ; that Tabor was of less height and afforded less oppor- 
tunity for seclusion; that Jesus desired to traverse the holy land 
of his birth to its northern limit; and that Mark says our Lord 
did not pass through Galilee. Finally, Peter is writing of the 
transfiguration when he says, “We were with him in the holy 
mountain.” Most of our translations read, “a high mountain.” 
Montgomery reads, “holy hill.” Tabor with its less than two 
thousand feet and Hermon with less than ten thousand feet, are 
equally low when compared to our own Mount McKinley, loom- 
ing over twenty thousand feet into the blue heavens, or Mount 
Everest, of Asia, and much nearer Palestine, with its snow- 
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crowned head lifted into the heavens over twenty-nine thousand 
feet. But height or distance does not lend enchantment to the 
view. The apostle who had led the twelve in the acknowledg- 
ment of their Master as the Son of God, while they were tem- 
porarily in the vicinity of Cesarea Philippi, speaks of the place 
as “the holy mountain.” Tabor in Hebrew signifies, ‘choice, 
purity.” Hermon signifies “anathema, accursed.” 

In the six or eight days which intervened after the incident 
of the confession, the Lord and his little band of followers could 
easily have journeyed through Perea to the foot of Tiberias, 
and crossing the Jordan been at the foot of Tabor on that 
autumn day. Leaving the nine in company with other followers 
Jesus could have withdrawn with the three disciples to a point 
on the mountain side already shadowed by approaching night, 
and there in prayer and contemplation experienced that mar- 
velous transfiguration which identified the Son of Man as the 
Son of God, and the successor of Moses and Elijah in the com- 
pletion of Jehovah’s purpose concerning the salvation of the 
human race. 

Physiologists long ago assured us man has five senses, 
which most of us have found quite useful. Science now tells 
us we cannot depend upon these attributes of our nature any 
longer. For example, we may think a steel rail over which we 
are riding in a Pullman car is solid and assures our safety, but 
itis not so. This steel rail is composed of innumerable minute 
electrons. So touch, taste, hearing, smelling, seeing are not to 
be relied upon. Very well, that expression of Matthew “the vis- 
ion,” not elsewhere used in the gospels, but several times occur- 
ring in the Acts, may be regarded as signifying dreams, ecstasies 
and impressions on the spirit which may be accepted with even 
greater confidence than impressions on the senses. 

From the sequestered spot in the mountain which our Lord 
had chosen for the rendezvous with the Father and his heavenly 
escort, he returned to the waiting group of apostles and others. 
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His presence was eagerly solicited by the apostles as they had 
been called upon in his absence to cure an afflicted boy, and they 
had not been able to drive out the dumb spirit. The father of 
the boy came up and said, “I told your disciples to drive it out, 
but they could not do it.” The scribes in the crowd appear to 
have been guying Matthew and his fellow-apostles for their ina- 
bility to exorcise the evil spirit. Jesus cured the boy, saying, 
“You deaf and dumb spirit, get out of him.’ Hitherto success- 
ful in healing the sick and casting out demons, the apostles asked 
the Master, “Why could not we drive it out?’ He replied, 
“This kind of thing can only be driven out by prayer.” James 
recalls this teaching when he says, “The prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.” Jesus continued 
his journeying through Galilee and later came to Capernaum. 
Those who hold that Jesus was a mere man, though feign- 
ing to be divine, have no difficulty in thinking he practiced ven- 
triloquism on their credulity, that as a cloud drifted over the side 
of the mountain where they were in the attitude of prayer, weary 
and more than half asleep, while waiting on the Master’s devo- 
tions, he tricked them by throwing his voice as though coming 
from the cloud with the startling words, “This is my beloved 
Son, hear what he says.” Peter in opening his second letter 
claims as “‘eye-witnesses of his majesty,” the confirmation of the 
preaching which had proclaimed the power and coming of Christ. 
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THE LORD RECOGNIZES THE CLAIMS OF 
THE STATE 


Ne TER the experiences on the mountain Jesus returned with 

his disciples to Capernaum. A tax-collector, recognizing 
Peter, asked, “Does not your Master pay tribute?’ “Yes,” re- 
plied the apostle. But when he came into the house the Lord 
anticipated him with the question, “What do you think, Peter? 
Of whom do the kings of the earth collect customs or tribute, 
from their own people or of strangers?” Peter replied, “Of 
strangers.” Then,” said Jesus, “their own people are exempt. 
However for the sake of my name, go to the sea and cast in a 
hook and take the fish that first comes up, and open his mouth, 
and you will find a piece of money; take that and pay the tax 
for us.” | 

This tax-collector was some Roman appointee, as Matthew 
had been, and was attending to his official duties. But about 
this time the Pharisees, having formed a plot to entrap Jesus 
and gain some political advantage over him, sent some of their 
adherents with a group of Herodians to say to him, ‘‘Master, 
we know that you speak the truth, and teach the way of God 
fearlessly, without respect to human opinion, for you are per- 
fectly sincere. Tell us what you think about the lawfulness of 
paying taxes to Cesar.” Jesus, perceiving their purpose, said, 
“Why are you trying me, you hypocrites? Show me the tax 
money.” And they brought him a denarius. Looking at the 
coin he asked, “Whose image and superscription is this?’ The 
reply, ““Czesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Render to Cesar what 
belongs to Cesar, and to God what belongs to God.” This 
reply to their captious question confounded them and they aban- 
doned their attack. 
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Only Matthew’s gospel contains the fish story in paying the 
taxes. Mark reports the attack of the Pharisees and Herodians. 
Luke finds the scribes and high-priests were eager to arrest 
Jesus at this time and were behind this conspiracy, “But they 
were afraid of the people, for they knew that he aimed this 
scathing criticism at them.” This evangelist adds the very sig- 
nificant observation, “They could not fasten on what he said 
before the people, and they were amazed at his answer and asked 
no more questions.”’ Baffled and driven back they were, but this 
cohort of evil-minded Jews would follow him like the sleuth 
hound, since there was nothing too low for these scandalmongers 
and too cruel for these persecutors. They had been lifted by 
their own petard; but they will recover their feet again. They 
still had the final expedient of cowards and knaves, and they 
would not scruple at any false charge they might bring against 
him. 

When later the people hailed Jesus as King, he said, “My 
kingdom is not a kingdom of this world.’’ He had no ambition 
to succeed Augustus on an earthly throne. Daniel had said, “In 
the days of these kings, shall the God of heaven set up a king- 
dom, which shall never be destroyed, and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” This kingdom 
was now being established, and its throne would be the consum- 
mation of imperial dignity. As King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords he would have no rival or successor. It is important to 
recall the fact that in his participation in creatorship, and in the 
administration of earthly governments he had given careful 
oversight. If we regard the period from Adam to Abraham, 
mostly a tribal rule; the patriarchal rule down to Moses; the 
theocratic government of the Hebrews, until they clamored for 
a king; the forty years’ reign each of Saul, David and Solomon, 
we find a progressive development of political government which 
reached an idealistic state in the latter reign. 
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When Solomon became king of the Jews, the history of the 
kingdom presented some interesting facts. ‘Judah and Israel 
were many as the sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating 
and drinking, and making merry. And Solomon reigned over 
all kingdoms from the river unto the land of the Philistines and 
unto the border of Egypt: they brought presents, and served 
Solomon all the days of his life.” He had dominion over all 
the region on the other side of the Jordan from Tiphsah even 
to Azzah, over all the kings, and he had peace on all sides round 
about him. His people dwelt safely, every man under his vine 
and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-Sheba all the days 
of Solomon. God gave him wisdom and understanding ex- 
ceeding much, and largeness of heart. Solomon’s wisdom ex- 
celled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and of 
Egypt, for he was wiser than all men, and his fame was in the 
nations round about. His literary work produced three thou- 
sand proverbs, and a thousand and five hundred songs. He gave 
instruction in botany and zoology. Wherever his fame spread, 
rulers and people came to hear his wise teachings. 

Kings vied with each other in bringing gifts to the world’s 
great capital, and the Queen of Sheba came with presents for 
the wise ruler. When she had spoken with him and witnessed 
the magnificence of his palace and capital city, she said, “The 
half was not told me.” He had spent twenty years in building 
the Temple and his own house, and he now called the people 
together for the dedication of the Temple. Solomon stood up 
before the people and offered the Temple to the Lord, saying, 
“T have surely built you a house to dwell in, a settled place for 
you to abide in forever.” Turning to the people, he said, 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel who spoke with his mouth 
unto David my father and has with his hand fulfilled it, saying, - 
‘Since the day that I brought forth my people Israel out of 
Egypt I chose no city, but Jerusalem, to build a house that my 
name should be there.’ Now,” said the king, “I have set there 
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a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, which 
he made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the 
land of Egypt.” Kneeling down and lifting his hands toward 
heaven, Solomon delivered the greatest prayer that has ever 
been made by mortal man. He mentions every experience to 
which people in private or public life are liable to be subjected. 
He anticipates for the state, war, famine and pestilence. He 
intimates the possibility of invasion and the carrying of the peo- 
ple into captivity. Then he pleads that the Lord will have re- 
spect unto the prayers of his children, and keep his eyes open 
toward this house night and day: that he will hearken when 
they shall pray towards this place, and when he hears in heaven 
his dwelling place, that he will forgive. Subsequently the Lord 
said, “I have heard your prayer and your supplication, I have 
hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there 
forever, and my eyes and my heart shall be there perpetually.” 
But the Lord assured Solomon if he disobeyed his command- 
ments and statutes, he would cast off Israel from the land given 
them, and the Temple which they had dedicated to him, and the 
Jews, should be a proverb and a byword among all people. 
Can we conceive of a more distinguished political state, a 
more prosperous civil’ government, than here depicted. Jesus 
knew all this. He had seen the rise and fall of his people Israel. 
Now they were the foot ball of a heathen nation and he foresaw 
their utter disaster. Who can tell what would have been the 
result had the Jews listened to him and accepted his intervention 
on their behalf? The Lord had said through Hosea, about 725 
B. c., “O Israel, you have destroyed yourself; but in me is your 
help!” In King James’s Version we read, “I will be your king.” 
A better translation is, probably, “Where is your king?” Israel 
was at that time a subject province, as it was in the earth life 
of Jesus. Hoshea had been king, and having refused to pay the 
tax levied on him by the king of Assyria he had been taken in 
chains to Nineveh. About the same time Hoshea, then king of 


129 


BIOGRAPHY OF JESUS 


Israel in Samaria, had surrendered his person rather than pay 
his taxes. The Assyrian general had demanded a tribute of 
300 talents of silver and 30 talents of gold from Hezekiah, king 
of Judah, which was paid, the gold taken from the Temple door. 

Directly following the death of Solomon the great Jewish 
Commonwealth was broken up. Ten of the tribes seceded from 
the government of Rehoboam the son and legitimate successor 
of Solomon, and chose Jeroboam their leader. In his old age 
Solomon lapsed into idolatry, and the Lord punished the suc- 
cession by this schism in the state. The history of this period 
reads like a romance. It was in reality a dreadful tragedy. 
Jeroboam reigned over Israel in Samaria and Rehoboam was 
king in Judea. War was continually waged between these neigh- 
boring states of kindred people, which may be called a civil war, 
but surrounding nations which had been subject to David and 
friendly to his immediate successor were now hostile to both 
Judea and Samaria. The Lord kept the tribe of Judah in the 
genealogy of David, “That he may have a light always before 
me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me to put my 
name there.” It does not appear to have been the purpose of 
the Lord to coerce his chosen people into obedience. He placed 
motives before them, and warned them against violating his 
laws, but left them as he has left the rest of mankind to conduct 
their private and public life as they chose. What Milton says 
in ‘Paradise Lost” will apply here, “God made man sufficient 
to have stood, though free to fall.” And fall he did. So, too, 
the Jews, constrained by the highest motives to serve the Lord, 
chose to practice idolatry. 

It has been demonstrated by the highest political and re- 
ligious institutions that the moral system of the gospel is the 
best means of promoting the happiness of mankind. Obedience 
to God’s law would banish from the world the vast amount of 
misery resulting from immorality in all its hideous forms. 
Dimly as the light had shown from the city where the Lord had 
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chosen to put his name, it was still the pharos of the world. 
Such kings as Asa, who did that which was right in the eyes 
of the Lord, as did David his ancestor, of the fourth generation. 
Jehoshaphat followed in the path of his father Asa in most 
respects, but his alliance with Ahab, king of Israel, in the war 
with Syria brought him his death wound. The influence of a 
bad man will often bring disaster to one who was normally 
good. So it proved in this case. He is named, however, among 
the very few rulers that followed David on the throne. 

More than a quarter of a century passed before another 
king ruled in Judea who did right in the sight of the Lord as 
did David. Only Asa, Hezekiah and Josiah rendered full obe- 
dience and led the people to serve the living and true God. Then 
came the overwhelming disaster to Jerusalem, and the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, in- 
vaded Palestine, laid siege to the capital and so pressed the siege 
that the king, Jehoiachin, surrendered Jerusalem with all its 
treasures, and the chief men of the state, into the hands of the 
enemy. The ruthless Chaldeans burned the Temple, destroyed 
the palaces and broke down the walls of the Holy City. Sev- 
enty years of captivity ensued to the people while their land was 
ravaged by vandals. 

A pitying world looked on and shuddered at the appalling 
disaster which had befallen God’s people and the city he had 
chosen for earthly residence. Why was all this? The writer 
of Chronicles answers, the Jews “mocked the messengers of 
God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets until the 
wrath of the Lord rose against his people.’’ Six hundred years 
later Jesus stood looking over the Holy City and cried, ‘““O Jeru- 
salem, Jerusalem! murdering the prophets, and stoning them 
who are sent to her, how often I have longed to gather your 
children around me, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings 
but you refused.” He had witnessed the wasting of his inherit- 
ance through all the long centuries since David fell asleep. He 
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knew, and perhaps shared the bitter hostility for the pagan 
Romans, but he recognized the right of the conqueror to tribute 
from the conquered. Hence his advice was not facetious but 
frank and loyal, “Render to Cesar that which is due to Cesar, 
and to God that which is due to God.” 
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[See the incident of tax payment and the observance 

of the obligations of civil government, Jesus left Galilee and 
journeyed up into the district of Judea where John the Baptist 
had maintained his wonderful mission, and crossed the Jordan 
into Perea. The multitudes followed his movements and con- 
stantly sought his service of instruction and healing. The Phari- 
sees were also on his track lying in wait to ambush him at some 
unguarded point and destroy his person or disperse his follow- 
ing. Like stinging nettles they sought to provoke him into some 
indiscreet admission or some splenetic assertion. 

They came now with a question concerning the family rela- 
tion. “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every 
cause?’ To this he replied by asking them a very pertinent 
question: “Have you not read, that he who made them at the 
beginning made them male and female, and said, For this cause 
shall a man leave father and mother and shall cleave to his wife, 
and they two shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more 
two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let 
not man put apart.’ They pursued their questioning by appeal to 
the law. “Why, then, did Moses command to give a writing 
of divorcement and to put the wife away?” The Lord excused 
the lawgiver’s action on the ground of the low morality of the 
Jews. ‘Because of your hardheartedness,” he said, “Moses 
suffered you to put away your wives; but from the beginning, 
it was not so.” Jesus announced a divorce admissible for infi- 
delity, but made both parties thereto ineligible to future mar- 
riage. The church, with indifferent exceptions, has regarded 
this law as binding in their fellowship. 
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The excellence of the true married state in comparison to 
lax bonds in the family relation, is one of the outstanding 
achievements of Christianity. A paraphrase of Matthew’s nine- 
teenth chapter presents the rights of children and their relation 
to the kingdom of heaven, the way to obtain eternal life, Peter’s 
appeal for reward, and the Master’s gracious assurance that 
those who serve him will be suitably provided for in the future. 

Mark records the discussion on the divorce question, and 
the solicitude of the man who asked what good deed he could 
perform to gain eternal life. When the Master referred him to 
the law, mentioning six of the ten commandments, the young 
man answered promptly, “All these things have I kept; what 
lack have I now?” Jesus demanded entire self-renunciation if 
he would be perfect. The task appeared too heavy for this rich 
man, as it has seemed for men in other days. Luke says this 
man was a member of the council. A lovable person it seems, 
but not yet ready, like Matthew, to give up wealth and public 
office for the service of the humble Nazarene. 

Both Jews and Christians have divided the ten command- 
ments; some Catholic catechisms unite the second with the first, 
and make two of the tenth. We have no explanation of the 
Master’s reason for mentioning only six referring to murder, 
adultery, theft, falsehood, parental honor and love for neighbor. 
Elsewhere he gives a recension of the law in two commands— 
love to God and love to man. Mankind in fellowship with God 
and with each other is constantly emphasized. 

John’s seventeenth chapter records the Lord’s meaning of 
eternal life, “to know thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.” Such distinction, lifting man to an origi- 
nal state of innocence and purity, is the restored inheritance. 
Jesus called the attention of the Pharisees back to Eden. The 
four fundamental facts with which he confronted them were, 
God, man, family, society. At the beginning the Creator made 
Adam, and married him to the woman he called Eve, who had 
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been formed as a wife, as the Lord said, “I will make him an 
helper to match him.” He built a home for this first family, 
and started their domestic career. Company came and vicious 
society brought discord and disaster to the family. Short story 
for our first parents, but a facsimile of multitudes of later 
households. 

Dr. March says, “Between heaven and earth the flow of 
thought and sympathy was free as the flight of angels, and con- 
stant as the succession of day and night. The home was not 
yet haunted by the shadowy form of fear. The thorns of regret 
had not yet grown in the path of pleasure.’ The house built 
by the architect of the universe was no mean structure but a pal- 
ace with apartments suited to beings formed in the image of 
God. Parterres of exotic flowers bloomed on every hand, these 
whispers of God’s love seemed to riot in the effort to give hap- 
piness to the family. Fruit of choice flavor ripened in the luxu- 
riant orchard. Fish and fowl and meats of every variety were 
given Adam for food. And all else which was needful to satisfy 
a normal appetite, and gratify an unvitiated taste, filled the lar- 
der. Just a little way north lay rich gold mines, to the east 
quarries of onyx and to the south groves which yielded abun- 
dance of bdellium. The twittering birds gave gleeful songs in 
the garden, and nested in the ornamental trees which awninged 
the open porch. Things of utility and beauty which in our 
times wise men are discovering and inventing, were then sup- 
plied to Adam by his benevolent and all-wise Patron. The close 
communion between the heavenly and earthly family, allowed 
no feeling of loneliness. Angel visitants were as frequent as 
the flashes of sunlight which gilded the home and gladdened the 
creature. Oratorios by the angelic choir were the morning hymn, 
and sweet converse with the Lord himself made evening hours 
a special delight. 

Then came an unexpected visitor, with the intelligence and 
courtly manners of a Chesterfield. His extensive knowledge of 
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matters divine and human captivated the minds of this innocent, 
untraveled household. He may have told them of the little affair 
he had with Michael, the field-marshal of the heavenly forces, 
which caused his temporary banishment from the upper para- 
dise. But he had found it very interesting to travel in other 
dominions of the Lord. Who could wonder at the admiration 
these people felt for this princely guest and wish for frequent 
visits from one so entertaining with story and so agreeable in 
companionship. 

“The Adamic law, if written, has been lost. One statute, 
alone, has been preserved. The Lord commanded Adam, ‘Of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, THOU SHALT NOT 
EAT OF IT.’ Eve was an intelligent, as well as beautiful, woman. 
She knew this command; for one day, while walking through 
the orchard with her guest, attention was called to the tree 
standing in the center of the plat of fruit; she said, ‘Of that 
fruit tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, “You 
shall not eat of it, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’’’ The 
guest smiled and said,.‘God knows that when you eat of that 
fruit, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, know- 
ing good and evil.’ If Adam had been near at that moment to 
prevent his wife from acting on the suggestion of the deceiver, 
the disaster might have been averted. He is supposed to have 
been attending to the business of his vast estate, but on coming 
in Eve offered him some of the fruit to eat, and the result was 
as Prince Beelzebub had told her, their eyes were open to rec- 
ognize good and evil.” 

From that hour every broken statute has brought its 
penalty. <A ruined life, a lost estate and above all the with- 
drawal of the Lord’s presence. Well, here is where life was 
lost. Those who feel their want and seek eternal life will find 
it in Jesus. The theology of sixty centuries has been trying to 
show the children of Adam the way back to the old home, not 

to the earthly Eden, but to the real home of which Eden is but 
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a type. Get the family together and on the domestic altar let 
the acknowledgment of sin be made; let faith, hope and love be 
the votive offering to the Lord. If we have not traveled with 
shut eyes across the noon, glimpses of the Son of God have 
caught our vision. If he talked face to face with Adam in that 
earthly paradise, and after the disobedience and exile of the old 
folks, has still had a care for us, we may confide in him our 
want, with assurance of restored fellowship and fortune. 

It is believed that there were some writings made during 
the Adamic period which came into the hands of Moses, that 
the Noachian law was in use among the descendants of that 
man of God, and, with the Mosaic law, furnished a legal basis 
to hold men to the paths of virtue. Wickedness caused the wip- 
ing off the slate of all but a brief trace of the old families, yet in 
the meager genealogical record we find special mention of Enoch 
and Noah, men who walked with God—the first translated, the 
latter saved by the ark. 

— Cain, with the brand of murder on him, was not without 
knowledge and skill. He built a city called Chanoch. Jabal was 
a stockman, his brother Jubal founded a school of music and 
Tubalcain “was an instructor of every artificer in brass and 
iron.” These men would have ranked among our first citizens 
in this day. But without God man sinks to a low level. Wher- 
ever scientific research has found traces of the ancients, man 
seems to have reached the bottom. His effort to climb back, 
even with occasional divine intervention, has met with indiffer- 
ent success. Over sixteen hundred and fifty years of Adamic 
achievement has been washed away. The more than four cen- 
turies following the scattering of Noah’s descendants has a bare 
genealogical record in the Bible and little authentic tradition 
recorded in profane history. 

God selected Abram, a man of Mesopotamia, through whom 
to develop a peculiar people. For about two thousand years 
these people, called Hebrews, have manifested peculiarities, and 
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for a time showed progress. The normal Hebrew family was 
greatly increased by concubinage. Unhappily, Abraham set the 
example. Solomon reached the highest state of family efficiency, 
if numbers count. He married seven hundred women and 
haremed three hundred who were not his wives. Polygamy and 
adultery marred the life of the wise man. On the whole, how- 
ever, the Hebrew family showed favorably when compared to 
the heathen harems by which they were surrounded. Wives, 
children and slaves were usually regarded as property and dis- 
posed of for the convenience or advantage of the head of the 
family. Divorce was allowed to the husband, but the wife had 
no legal means of escape from uncongenial wedlock. Jeremiah 
presents the question, “If a man put away his wife, and she go 
from him, and become another man’s, shall he return unto her 
again?” The law required in the case of divorce that a bill 
should be given the wife. She could not then be compelled to 
return. The only free woman in Israel was a widow. The 
Hebrew father had absolute control of the children. He could 
sell a daughter to be a concubine or his son to be a slave. He 
had also the power of life and death over the children of his 
household. The horrible practice of sacrificing children to 
Moloch prevailed in Canaan for many years. The father was 
high-priest in his own household, he conducted such religious 
ceremony as he chose. The Passover was a family rite. The 
home furnished the instruction for the children. Schools for 
general education were spreading over Palestine at the time of 
Jesus’ birth, and became quite general during the first century. 
Certainly the picture of the Hebrew family was dark, the con- 
dition of the state was deplorable. But the heathen world was 
rotten. 

Jesus came in the flesh a member of a Jewish family. The 
Hebrews had borne this name “Jew” for many years and it had 
come to mean a nation of degenerate slaves. The religion 
Jesus founded would honor the family by the process of per- 
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sonal purification and political reformation. What he de- 
manded of Nicodemus he demanded of every other Jew and 
Gentile, “You must be born over again from above.” 

The duties of the marriage relation as enjoined by the 
Lord are in the highest degree favorable to the family and to 
society. The ethical system of the gospel is nowhere more 
vividly displayed than in the marriage institution. It enjoins 
upon the family, fidelity, mutual confidence and affection. It 
does all in the way of instruction and authority, possible, to 
ennoble and purify the home. To this influence is due the ele- 
vation of woman from a state of domestic slavery to her true 
position as the companion and the equal of man, a moral revo- 
lution which in its beneficial effects upon all spheres of social 
life is one of the most important that has taken place since the 
introduction of Christianity. The claims of children have been 
defined and enforced. Every step taken by wife and mother 
presses holy ground. Every act of obedience and love conse- 
crates childhood. 
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THE KING MAKES A TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 
TO JERUSALEM 


yy HEN Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, he called the 
twelve, and announced his purpose and its probable re- 
sults: “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will 
be delivered to the high-priests and scribes who will condemn 
him to death, and the Gentiles will mock and scourge and crucify 
him, but on the third day he will be raised.” He marched slowly 
on account of the multitude of old and young, and the probable 
accessions to his force from the country through which he 
passed, the attention required by the sick and wounded, the inter- 
ruption by some afflicted person at the road-side in the line of 
march, as the incident near Jericho. “Two blind men sitting by 
the way-side, when they heard that Jesus was passing, cried out, 
‘Have mercy on us, O Lord, son of David.’” The Lord halted 
the column long enough to hear the request of these afflicted 
men and grant the cure they sought. Finally approaching the 
city he appears to have encamped while preparations were made 
for a suitable entrance of the Jewish capital. The requisition 
made upon some friend in the little suburban village near the 
foot of the Mount of Olives, brought him the mount necessary, 
and the march was resumed. Mounted upon the colt, the foal 
of an ass, as the Scripture had foretold, “Tell the daughter of 
Zion, Look, your king is coming, meek and riding the colt, the 
foal of an ass,” he moved forward with all the simplicity of a 
peasant, yet as King of Kings, making his triumphal entry to 
a conquered city. 

The devotion of his subjects was manifested in spreading 
their coats to carpet the street, like Sir Walter Raleigh, who 
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spread his cloak at the feet of Elizabeth that her imperial ma- 
jesty might have a consecrated path for royalty’s feet. The 
advancing host, in place of the rattling drum and blaring trum- 
pet, voicefully sang, “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed 1s 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the high- 
est!” The aroused city, taken apparently by surprise, shouted, 
“Who is he?” Someone from the crowd answered, “It is Jesus, 
the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee!’ . Dismounting, Jesus, King 
of the Jews, entered the Temple of God, and drove out the 
tradesmen and brokers, saying, “It is written, my house shall 
be called the house of prayer, but you make it a den of thieves.” 

Unlike other kings on taking possession of a royal city, he 
did not seek the king’s palace and establish his retinue in luxuri- 
ous apartments, throw out a guard to protect himself and main- 
tain order in the metropolis, but our King sought the house of 
God to re-establish religion, relieve the distresses of his fellow- 
countrymen, and doubtless put Judaism to its last test. Without 
doubt he knew the result; but he would tell them so plainly the 
things which most deeply concerned the city and themselves as 
the special descendants of Abraham and heirs to the first cove- 
nant blessings, that they would be without excuse if they lost 
their inheritance. Finally our Lord put the question squarely 
up to the leadership of the Jews. ‘What do you think about the 
Christ? whose son is he?” They replied, “The Son of David.” 
“How is it then,” he asked, “that David, under the spirit’s in- 
fluence, called him Lord, saying, “The Lord said to my Lord, Sit 
thou on my right hand, till I make your enemies your foot- 
stools?’ If David called the Messiah, Lord, how can he be his 
son?” No Jew or Gentile critic has yet been able to answer this 
question. 

The four evangelists are in practical agreement on the 
march of Jesus and his followers from Capernaum to Jerusa- 
lem. The dinner given our Lord by the Pharisee was probably 
served before the march began or directly after at some halt 


141 


BIOGRAPHY OF JESUS 


in the journey. It was at this time, perhaps, that the warning 
against Herod’s scouts was given, “Depart hence, for Herod will 
kill you!” To which threat Jesus replied, “Go and tell that fox, 
behold I cast out devils and do cures today, and tomorrow, and 
the third day’”—bold defiance to the tetrarch of Galilee, in whose 
territory he seems still to be. The council with the apostles 
resembles a military leader at the opening of an important cam- 
paign. No general, however, would announce to his officers the 
certainty of defeat, and, as a result of the engagement, his own 
death. It does not seem at all probable that an adventurer moti- 
vated by madness or hypocrisy, would have made such a rash 
admission. It is better to accept the truth about this leader. 
Jesus was the Christ, whose plan from the beginning contem- 
plated the various experiences to which his incarnate expedition 
subjected him. Like the gallant Custer, he was making his last 
charge. The enemy gathering about him was not less savage 
than the treacherous Sioux. Neither the caution of friends nor 
the menace of Herod could dissuade him from his purpose to 
advance on the Jewish capital at this time. It was the sabbath: 
tomorrow he would order the march. He sent a detail in ad- 
vance to secure supplies and locate suitable camping ground for 
the halts at night. They started out and went to a Samaritan 
village, to make preparation for Jesus, but the people there 
would not receive him because he was going to Jerusalem. 
Incensed by this insult offered their leader, the sons of Zebedee 
proposed calling down fire from heaven to burn up the place. 
The Lord refused to employ violence and turned the march in 
the direction of another village. Some authors think he had 
planned to make his march by the ridge road, which lessened 
the distance to the city, but denied this passage he took the east- 
ern route by way of the Jordan valley. It is very probable he 
marched by the lower road, as he made his approach to Jerusa- 
lem from Jericho, which could not have been reached from the 
western route without a long detour. 
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The march must have consumed several days. Such a host 
of people would not have made more than a dozen miles each 
day, and the distance to be made was about sixty miles. We 
have no reports of halts before reaching Jericho, but there are 
likely to have been several. John mentions a stop of some time 
at Ephraim, before the Passover, when “many people went up 
to Jerusalem from the country.” Whether that visit was made 
during the present march to the city or not, we have no means 
of determining. He also mentions a visit of Jesus at Bethany 
which must have occurred about this time. 

While encamped on the plain of Jericho, Jesus must have 
recalled the visit to the camp of the Hebrews here some four- 
teen centuries before. They had crossed the Jordan when the 
Lord appeared to Joshua. The heroic successor of Moses de- 
manded to know who he was, and received as answer, “As 
prince of the host of the Lord am I now come.” 

Just below the city ran the waters of the river where Jesus 
had come to John to be baptized by him about three years be- 
fore. Thousands of pilgrims visit this place during Greek 
Easter. Some years ago Lieutenant Lynch, of the U. S. Explor- 
ing Expedition, witnessed the scene from his camp nearby. A 
great multitude left Jerusalem and encamped at nightfall on the 
plain above. They were protected by a Turkish guard. At an 
early hour the bugle sounded and the march was taken up. 
About five o’clock the head of the column was seen coming over 
a ridge, and on reaching the Jordan broke ranks. Many for 
themselves, others by an administrator, were immersed in the 
waters of this famous river. The Jordan rises in the Lebanon 
Mountains and, flowing nearly due south, takes the swell head 
at Capernaum, producing the lake of Galilee; thence it rushes 
on over a rocky, winding bed for nearly two hundred miles, 
when it strikes the bar, and spreads out a hundred yards or 
more, shallowing the water to about three feet as it sweeps over 
the bar and plunges into the salt sea. “Thus,” as Randall writes, 
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“this sweet type of life subsides into the Sea of Death.” Dur- 
ing his halt at Jericho, Jesus had been the guest of Zaccheeus, 
a wealthy publican. The march was resumed toward the west 
and the host of Jesus’ disciples climbed wearily the steep old 
highway toward the Jewish capital. It is probable another halt 
was made before crossing Mount Olivet. And from this place 
Jesus sent the men to bring “the colt the foal of an ass,” which 
he wished for the triumphal march into the city. This is the 
first time of which we have a record when our Lord sought 
other than the favor of the pedestrian in all the long, weary 
marches he had made through Judea, Perea, Samaria, Galilee 
and Phoenicia. Now the Prince of the host of the Lord, at 
the head of the motley throng of disciples gathered from all the 
country where he had gone preaching the kingdom of God, “took 
horse” and made his triumphal march down the avenue of the 
Holy City. 

The Jewish authorities had been outmaneuvered by this 
incomparable leader, and could offer no serious resistance to 
his advance. Acclaimed by the people he assumed control of 
the Temple, and for two days called the attention of his sub- 
jects to their duties to God. He found the courts of the Lord’s 
house overrun by gross traffickers, and scourged them out, ex- 
claiming, “Make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise.” 

It is difficult to give an itinerary of the last journey made 
by our Lord, as dates for the several events which transpired 
en route to Jerusalem are not given. To what particular period 
Jesus referred in his message to Herod, we have no means of 
ascertaining. He passed out of the jurisdiction of the governor 
of Galilee directly after the march began. There were no Her- 
ods at this time holding authority in the other provinces over 
which Archelaus had reigned about nine years during our Sav- 
iour’s boyhood. Agrippa did not obtain the government until 
Caligula became emperor of Rome about A. p. 37. This grand- 
son of Herod was the last king of Judea. 


144 


THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 


Among the striking figures Jesus used in teaching the peo- 
ple at the time he was the guest of a Pharisee in Galilee, the 
following significant allusion to a military campaign was given: 
“What king,” he said, “if he is going to meet another king in 
battle, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able 
with ten thousand men to meet the other, who is coming against 
him with twenty thousand?” Is this personal? Is he contem- 
plating force such as David used when he took possession of 
Jerusalem? Probably not, as he has studiously refused to exer- 
cise violence in any emergency. The scourge of small cords with 
which he drove the traffickers from the Temple produced rather 
a farcical than a tragical scene. . The throng of people he had 
led into the city, and the aroused population, might easily have 
caused a riot and called down the Roman legions upon them. 
But he held the people back from any demonstration which 
would give offence to the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. 

The final year of Jesus’ earth life was closing in defeat to 
his mission and disaster to himself. Judea had forsaken him, 
Galilee had fallen back, Antipas’ legions were upon him. He 
knew that the cause was lost, but he refused to surrender or fly, 
when Pharisees challenged “Give up, or you will be killed.” 
He had used the words of burning anger, of scathing criticism, 
of bitter irony, even of playful humor, but never till now a 
word of absolute contempt. “Go tell that fox—I can die but 
with honor.” Fearlessly he would stand for the kingdom of 
God till death felled him. That word of contempt to the foxy 
Antipas reminds one of the contemptuous word “merdes,” flung 
at General Coville, when he challenged Cambronne, and his little 
squad of the Old Guard, “Brave Frenchmen, surrender!’ The 
emperor had been defeated, Waterloo was lost, Napoleon’s 
brother Jerome had failed to carry Hougomont, Marcognet was 
swept from the plateau of Ohain, Durutte dislodged from Pape- 
lotte, the cry “treachery,” and the army slipped away like waters 
from a broken dam. Some of our Lord’s immediate followers 
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had begun to leave him before the transfiguration, but the act of 
treachery which came soon after he reached Jerusalem precipi- 
tated the panic when they all forsook him and fled. It is a ter- 
rible thing to forsake the Lord, but it is an appalling thing to 
have the Lord forsake us. He told his own city of the fate 
which awaited it. Josephus says, “God brought the Romans to 
punish the Galileans.”’ 
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po two days Jesus held the attention of the populace of the 

Holy City, and apparently contested his claim to royalty as 
the Son of David. It was noticeable, however, that he issued 
no proclamations assuming the headship of the civil govern- 
ment, but vigorously assailed corruption in social and religious 
life. He said to the multitudes and to his disciples, “The scribes 
and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat; all therefore whatsoever they 
bid you, do and observe; but do not after their works; for they 
say, and do not.” 

He delivered a tremendous philippic to the Jewish leaders. 
Alas, you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are like 
whited sepulchres, which appear attractive on the outside, but the 
inside is filled with bones of dead men, and all uncleanness. Even 
sO you appear righteous in the sight of men, but your hearts are 
full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” He declared that the warning 
given them through his ministers whom they treated with vio- 
lence as they had persecuted the prophets in the past would 
bring upon them fierce judgment: ‘“That upon them may come 
all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias whom they slew be- 
tween the Temple and the altar. Then he breaks into that pitiful 
cry, as though his heart was in an agony of grief, for the city 
of David and the people of his natural race, “O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, you that kill the prophets and stone them who are sent to 
you; how often would I have gathered your children together, 
even as a hen gathers her brood under her wings but you 
would not accept shelter. Now you will be houseless and deso- 
late.” Again, as he retired from the city, perhaps for a rest in 
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the hospitable home of the family in Bethany, he observed to the 
disciples who were admiring the Temple and the massive walls 
of the city, “I tell you there shall not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down.” 

Matthew’s records are confirmed by Mark in the last quo- 
tation, and by Luke in that burst of anguish over the doomed 
city also. The latter mentions, elsewhere, the lament of the 
Saviour. As he approached the city and saw it, he wept over it, 
and said, “If you yourself only knew today the conditions of 
peace! but now they are hidden from your eyes. For the day 
will come when the enemy will lay siege to you, and throw up 
intrenchments around you, and shut you in on every side; and 
they will batter down your massive walls, and hurl your chil- 
dren to the ground; and they will utterly destroy you, and not 
leave one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the 
Lord when he visited you.” His prophetic vision caught the 
gleam of Vespasian’s arms as his son Titus laid siege to Jeru- 
salem. After a long and stubborn resistance the walls were 
breached and the Roman eagles carried within the city, when 
this famous stronghold was captured and given over to pillage. 

Josephus was a captive in the camp of the invader and was 
compelled to witness the slaughter of his countrymen and the 
overthrow of his native city. He had been in Rome and just 
returned, when he found his people preparing to throw off the 
Roman yoke. He tried in vain to persuade them of the hope- 
lessness of such a struggle. Failing in this he accepted command 
in Galilee and actually held the fortified town of Jotapata 
against the Romans for forty-seven days. The Jews have never 
since regained control of the capital. 

The conquerors made a feint at rebuilding the city, Julian 
the apostate, apparently to show contempt for the prediction of 
Jesus. What Hadrian did was chiefly to insult the Jews, by his 
setting up heathen deities in the most holy place. Constantine, 
having embraced Christianity, showed little sympathy for Jews, 
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but influenced by his mother Helena, who wished to honor the 
Saviour’s memory, ordered the pagan temple of Venus, which 
had been erected over the tomb, torn down and a Christian 
church built upon this spot. This famous building called the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, has been extended to cover the 
supposed site of the crucifixion. 

In the sixth century Omar took the city, and Moslem per- 
secuted Jew and Christian alike. About four centuries later 
Peter the Hermit aroused Europe for a crusade, recovered the 
place and maintained a form of western civilization for some 
eighty years, when Saladin drove them out and gave the Turk 
control. The Jews have felt little interest in these conflicts be- 
tween the cross and the crescent. In 1917 General Allenby took 
the city, and the Jews are coming back. 

Jerusalem, Vision of Peace—what a misnomer! How often 
its history has contradicted its name! Five times the city has 
been besieged, stormed and captured. Sometimes the enemy has 
failed to reduce the place and been compelled to retire. The case 
of Sennacherib illustrates this. He had advanced against the 
city and demanded its surrender. King Hezekiah sought the 
intervention of the Lord, and about 185,000 soldiers were mir- 
aculously slain, when the invader raised the siege and retreated 
to Nineveh. Herodotus found a tradition of this disaster to the 
Assyrian army, in Egypt, confirming the record of II Kings, 
nineteenth chapter. 

The briefest résumé of Hebrew history discloses events and 
experiences unparalleled in the story of any of the other nations. 
Melchisedek ruled here when Abraham came to Canaan from Ur 
of the Chaldees. The covenant the Lord made with Abraham 
embraced the possession of this land now occupied by Canaan- 
ites. A drought prevailing at the time of his arrival in the 
country, led the prophet to move down to Egypt, where he re- 
mained till the following year, when he returned to Canaan and 
located at Hebron. He seems not to have claimed the territory 
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at this time: as on the death of Sarah his wife he bought a par- 
cel of ground from the people of Heth among whom he was 
living, for a burying ground. Among these people Isaac and 
Jacob lived until the famine compelled them to seek sustenance 
from Egypt. They removed to that country and remained as 
refugees or slaves for a period of about four hundred years. 
The Lord delivered them from Egypt through the hand of 
Moses, and finally under Joshua the seed of Abraham was again 
brought into Canaan and took possession of the greater part of 
the country. When David was anointed king, in succession to 
Saul, he made Hebron his capital and reigned there seven years. 
He then mustered an army and went up against Jerusalem. He 
was victorious in the battle with the Jebusites, and took posses- 
sion of the city. He now made Jerusalem his capital. He en- 
gaged in war with the surrounding peoples, and suffered from 
civil war, by the rebellion of his son Absalom, but during his 
long reign and that of his son and successor Solomon, Jerusalem 
was never disturbed by foreign foes. 

The city, as we have seen, rose to great distinction and the 
fame of the Hebrew king was world wide. From this time on 
the seed of Abraham seldom knew peace or enjoyed prosperity. 
What time the divided kingdom was not at war with foreign 
nations they put in at civil war among the two and the ten 
tribes, Jerusalem and Samaria alternating in the provocation 
and the punishment. 

Weakened by division the tribes of Israel became the prey 
of Assyrian, Greek and Roman conquerors. The Roman empire 
had possessed the country for some time when Jesus came to 
bring peace on earth and goodwill among men. Why the sons 
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem failed to recognize 
him and accept his leadership, is the most remarkable thing in 
human experience. He had chosen his apostles wholly from 
the Jews. He had restricted their mission to his own tribe of 
Judah. His instructions were explicit when he sent out the 
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twelve, “Do not go among the heathen, or to any Samaritan 
town, but preach instead to the lost sheep of Israel’s house.” 

Israel was the name given to Jacob, and was that employed 
in founding the kingdom, but the ten tribes revolting from the 
son of Solomon took the name of Israel, Rehoboam retaining 
only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and the latter tribe gave 
little support to the king of Judea. The Samaritan Jews were 
now half-brothers to those who remained loyal to the Temple 
and the Holy City. Jesus had sprung from the tribe of Judah. 
How exclusive he seemed, but now he discloses his full purpose 
to give the gospel to all the nations. For nineteen hundred years 
the descendants of David have looked for the restoration prom- 
ised through the prophet Zechariah. Tasso’s lyric poem on 
“Jerusalem Delivered”’ visions their approach: 


“Lo, towered Jerusalem salutes the eye! 
A thousand pointing fingers tell the tale; 
“Jerusalem! a thousand voices cry, 
‘All hail, Jerusalem!’ hill, down and dale 
Catch the glad sounds, and shout, 
“Jerusalem, all hail!’ ” 
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THE MASTER DESERTED AND BETRAYED BY 
JUDAS ISCARIOT 


x THE day drew near for the Passover festival, enemies of 
Jesus redoubled their diligence to secure his person and dis- 
perse the crowd of followers which were moving on the city. 
Satan served them; for he so possessed Judas that he went to 
the official Jews and offered to betray his Master for money. 
Matthew says, ‘“He went to the chief priests and captains and 
asked for a reward for delivering Jesus up to them. They 
promised him money for his service. He accepted the contract, 
promised to betray him and sought every opportunity to find 
him while the crowd of his followers were not with him.” 

The paschal supper found Judas in his chair so close to his 
Master that he could dip the morsel of bread into the dish of 
meat at the same time as his Lord. He probably stayed through 
the Eucharist and partook of the sacred symbols of the body and 
blood of Christ, allowed the Master to wash his feet, and joined 
with apparent devotion in singing the usual hymn which closed 
the service. Then as Jesus and the disciples started out for an 
evening in the Garden of Gethsemane he dropped out unobserved 
and took his way to headquarters where he was greeted by his 
fellow-conspirators. The uniqueness and abhorrence of his 
crime would seem to embrace all this measure of infamy. 

The records of the four gospels are in general agreement 
concerning the events transpiring at Jerusalem at the time of 
the Passover. Jesus was the central figure in the great drama. 
The Temple scenes, the thronged streets, the eager multitude, 
the baffled authorities gave evidence of an approaching crisis 
in the city, Jesus only knew the significance of all this. How 
quickly could those twelve legions of angels of which he spoke 
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while in the garden, have thrown a guard around the person of 
the Lord that no human host could have broken. “Do you sup- 
pose,” he had asked the little squad, as he ordered Peter to 
sheath his sword, “I cannot appeal to my Father, and he would 
at once furnish me with more than twelve legions of angels?” 
But this enterprise on which he had been sent by the Father 
could not be furthered by angelic cohorts. This was the desert- 
er’s hour. A little while ago we saw him hurrying through the 
streets to throw himself into the camp of the enemy of Jesus. 

The deserter acts from mingled motives, but often his act in 
abandoning a friend or a cause is the first step toward treason. 
It is because of this menace that the deserter and the traitor 
have been awarded an ignominious death. If he escapes imme- 
diate justice at the hands of those offended, infamy pursues him, 
like an avenger, to his grave. Arnold was an able officer and 
gallant soldier. He had served Washington and the country 
well, but in an evil hour, piqued at his general and moved by 
cupidity, deserted to the enemy, betrayed the important for- 
tress of West Point to the foe of his country, and accepted a 
commission and other perquisites as a reward of his perfidy. 
His name was associated with infamy, even in the army to which 
he deserted. And his after life was wretched and miserable. He 
could not undo the deed. 

Judas sought to escape a torturing conscience by returning 
the thirty pieces of silver and forthwith hanging himself. He 
built for himself a monument in the potter’s field, bought with 
the price of his treachery. Milton, in one of those patriotic 
appeals of the great poet, says, “Would there were some secret 
thunder in the stores of heaven, red with uncommon wrath to 
blast the traitor.” 

But turn your thought to some of those sweet, loving, all- 
embracing teachings of Jesus during the last hours of his liberty. 
The seventeenth chapter of John is particularly interesting. Alas, 
Over against these precious words of the Saviour, are the dark 
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deeds of the garden and the hall of the high-priest! Mrs. 
Sigourney has touchingly portrayed the scene in Gethsemane: 
“Thither he went with his disciples, when his course on earth 
drew near a close. It was a moonless night, and heavily he 
drooped, as one who bears an inward burden. Drear Geth- 
semane gave him no welcome, as his weary feet paused at its 
portal. Almost it might seem that Nature, with prophetic eye, 
foresaw the suffering of her Lord. . . . Unto those, who at 
his call had left the fishers’ cot, and the receipt of custom, and 
had shared his daily bread, he turned; for in the hour of bitter 
anguish, sympathy is dear, even from the humblest. Unto them 
he turned, but they were gone—gone!—-and he searching found 
that heavy-eyed and self-indulgent band stretched out in sleep 
supine. They took their rest. ‘Could you not watch one hour?’ 
the Master says.” | 

There is a mystery about this man Judas which has re- 
mained unsolved by all investigators. It appears that in A. D. 
32, when Jesus was at Czsarea Philippi, Peter, speaking for the 
twelve disciples, said, ““We believe and are sure that thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Judas must have as- 
sented to the statement, yet in the same conversation our Lord 
asserts, “I have chosen you twelve and one of you is the devil’s.” 
But why he should have made Judas the treasurer of the com- 
pany, sent him out to preach, endowed him with power to heal 
the sick, raise the dead, and allow him to share the intimacies 
of his closest friends we cannot tell. John says, “Jesus knew 
from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who 
should betray him.”’ He dealt with this man as he deals with 
us. He had an eye more accurate than an X-ray instrument 
and detected that traitor spot on the soul of Judas when he 
invited him to his fellowship. 

Harlow suggests as a reason for the betrayal, “Perhaps the 
anger at the outspoken rebuke, in the presence of numbers, 
about the sale of the ointment broke a self-control which was 
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already seriously strained by the trying circumstances and the 
disappointment through which they were passing, sent him in 
indignation to seek revenge for the affront thus thrust upon 
him.” 

The Cainites, a Gnostic sect of the second century, who 
held that Cain was the offspring of a superior power and Eve 
and Abel of an inferior power, the Jewish God, report a legend 
in which “Judas sorrowfully accepted eternal infamy, knowing 
that Jesus, through his will and the will of the Father, was to 
be betrayed to his death. The act of the traitor, therefore, while 
voluntary, was necessary to human redemption, and should 
place Judas’ name in the roll of heroes and martyrs.” 

An opium-eating Englishman is said to have advanced the 
theory, “Judas believed in Jesus as the Christ, and thought by 
giving him over to the council he would force his action in 
assuming his kingship. Once in the hands of the hostile Jews, 
he would assert himself as the legitimate Messiah and take pos- 
session of the throne of David. In the event that in their mad- 
ness they should slay him he would rise from the grave and lead 
his followers to the full participation in the new government.” 
Jesus had told the twelve, as recorded in the nineteenth chapter 
of Matthew, “You shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.” According to this theory Judas had zeal 
without knowledge. His practical material idea of his Master’s 
mission led to the mistake which should not be charged to treach- 
ery or revenge for a supposed insult. 

Over against these seeming apologies Peter arrays the judg- 
ment of David. Speaking apparently for his greatest son he 
denounces Judas: ‘Mine own familiar friend in whom I trusted, 
who did eat of my bread, has magnified himself against me. 
; let his house be desolate without inhabitant . . . let 
his days be few, and let another take his office. Let his children 
be fatherless, and his wife a widow. Let his children be con- 
tinually vagabonds, and beg . . . let the extortioner take all 
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that he has . . . and let the stranger spoil his labour . 

let there be none to extend mercy unto him; neither let there be 
any to favor his fatherless children . . . let his posterity be 
cut off . . . and his name be blotted out.” Why all this fear- 
ful malediction? “Because that he remembered not to show 
mercy, but persecuted the poor and needy man, that he might 
even slay the broken in heart.” 

The Psalmist puts these words in the mouth of Christ to 
express his utter abhorrence of this treacherous man. Is it not 
possible, however, that our Lord included even Judas in his 
dying prayer, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they 
dor” It is recorded that the betrayer repented and made resti- 
tution as far as possible. Judas must have followed the trial 
more closely than even Peter and John, for he would seem to 
have been present when the sentence of condemnation was 
passed. Matthew says, “When he saw that he was condemned, 
repented himself, and brought back the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and elders and said, I have sinned in that I 
have betrayed the innocent blood. He cast down the pieces of 
silver in the Temple, and departed and went and hanged him- 
self.”” We may not excuse the crime but we should be shocked 
at the thought that “every one of us,” as Papini says, “has con- 
tributed his quota, an infinitessimal quota, to buy, personally, 
that victim from Judas. We have all contributed toward the 
sum for which the blood of the Redeemer was bought.” He 
means, Jesus was our sacrifice for sin. 
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JESUS THE CHRIST IS CONDEMNED AND 
CRUCIFIED 


Bee morning dawned as usual over the Holy City. 

Preparations for the Passover were in full movement as soon 
as light made it possible for the passage of the narrow streets 
crowded by the unusual multitude. The Sanhedrin, the judicial 
council of the Jews, composed of seventy-one priests, scribes and 
elders, presided over by the high-priest, had held a night session 
for the trial of Jesus. Many witnesses were called, but no facts 
produced as a basis for conviction. Finally two liars had been 
found who would purjure themselves for pay, but their testi- 
mony was incompetent. Caiaphas in great perturbation appealed 
to the accused, “I adjure you by the living God ‘that you tell us 
whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.” He replied to 
this, “It is true, but henceforth you shall see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven.” Declaring this statement of Jesus blasphemy, he asked 
the council, “What further need have we of witnesses?” They 
answered, “He is guilty of death.” 

Then began that scene of criminal debauch when the priests, 
scribes and elders crowded about Jesus and spat in his face, 
slapped his ears, struck him with a rod, and one surly brute, ap- 
parently with brawny arm and bulky fist, beat him to his knees. 
They now manacled the unresisting victim of Jewish hate and 
carried him over to Pilate’s hall. Was it with feelings of con- 
tempt or pity the governor asked Jesus, “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” Jesus replied, “I am.” 

Matthew devotes the whole of the twenty-seventh chapter 
of his Gospel to this unique trial before the Roman governor. 
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The incidents stand without comparison in history. The Jews 
had assumed the attitude of accuser, witness and court. They 
had anticipated the sentence of the prisoner, and demanded exe- 
cution. They said to Pilate, “Give us Barabbas who has com- 
mitted murder during an insurrection and crucify Jesus.” 
Monstrous travesty of justice! Pilate seems to leave the bench 
and take the place of the attorney for the defense. “Why, what 
evil has he done?” Mark records the trial and crucifixion of 
Jesus as closely as could be expected of two independent nar- 
rators of the same tragic scene. Luke specifies the charges 
brought by the Jews against Jesus. ‘We have found this man 
misleading our nation, and forbidding the payment of taxes to 
the emperor, and claiming to be an anointed king himself.” The 
governor questioned Jesus, but could find nothing of a criminal 
nature in his conduct, and said, “I can find nothing against him.” 
Fearful that they were losing their case, the accusers urged, “He 
is stirring up the people all over Judea.” 

Probably the most deadly resentment the Jewish leaders 
felt for the accused was caused by his criticism in public of 
their personal habits and customs. The official Jews had adopted 
the Gentile etiquette, making the chief seat the middle in the 
principle lectus. It is said the king had invited some distin- 
guished guests to a banquet. A certain rabbi was among the 
guests. With the conceit of his class he took the seat at the 
feast between the king and queen. Questioned as to why he 
indulged this presumption, he quoted to the master of cere- 
monies the passage in Ecclus of the Apocrypha, “He that has 
knowledge of the law, shall not be moved; she will exalt him 
above his neighbors. He shall serve among great men and sit 
between princes.” If this fiction had a place in Luther’s Bible 
it may serve as an illustration here of the general conceit of the 
Jewish leaders. The Lord had expressed contempt for these 
vain self-seeking religionists when he said, “Beware of the 
scribes who like to walk about in long robes, and dote on salu- 
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tations in the market-places, and on securing the front seats in 
the synagogues and the best places at banquets.’ These rabbis 
and their confederates had been denounced as wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. But now they have thrown off their disguise and the 
brutal pack glare at him, and snarl among themselves eager to 
shed his blood. They would already have torn him in pieces 
had not the Roman centurion thrown a guard about him. With 
apparent sincerity, the chief-priest and the crowd repeat, “He 
is stirring up the people throughout all Judea with his teachings 
which he started from Galilee.” Pilate seemed to notice the last 
word and they shouted vehemently, “He is causing an insurrec- 
tion among the people of this city with his vulgar crowd which 
he has brought here, and also by his teachings. He began in 
Galilee and he has come here.” When Pilate heard this, he asked 
if the man were a Galilean, and learning that he belonged to 
Herod’s jurisdiction, he turned him over to Herod, for Herod 
was in Jerusalem at that time. 

When Herod saw Jesus he was delighted, for he had wanted 
for a long time to see him, because he had heard about him and 
hoped to see some wonders done by him. And he questioned 
him at some length, but he made him no answer. Meanwhile 
the high-priests and scribes stood by and vehemently accused 
him. And Herod and his guard made light of him and ridi- 
culed him, and they put a gorgeous robe on him and sent him 
back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became friends that day, 
for they had been at enmity before. 

Pilate summoned the high-priests and the leading members 
of the council and the people, and said to them, “You brought 
this man before me charged with misleading the people, and here 
I have examined him before you and not found him guilty of 
any of the things that you accused him of. Neither has Herod, 
for he has sent him back to us. You see he has done nothing to 
call for his death, so I will teach him a lesson and let him go.” 
The Jews cried out, “Kill him and release Barabbas for us!” 
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The man they preferred to Jesus had led an insurrection during 
which he had committed murder. Pilate wanted to let Jesus go, 
and he called out to them again, “Why, what has he done that 
is wrong?” The Jewish rabble, led by the priests and scribes, 
literally howled the governor down, with their murderous cry, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

John adds some interesting matter to the trial and execution 
of his Master. When Pilate demanded of the Jews, ‘What 
charge do you make against this man?” they answered, “If 
he were not a criminal, we would not have turned him over to 
you.” “Take him yourself,” replied the governor, and try him 
by your law.” The Jews said to him, “We have no authority 
to put anyone to death.” This was to fulfil what Jesus said 
when he declared how he was to die. In reply to Pilate’s ques- 
tion about his kingship, Jesus said, “My kingdom is not a king- 
dom of this world. If my kingdom were a kingdom of this 
world, my men would have fought to keep me from being handed 
over to the Jews.) Pilate said) “Then you are a‘kine?> 975 
you say, lama king. It was for this that I was born and for 
this that I came to the world, to give testimony for truth. 
Everyone who is on the side of truth listens to my voice.” 
Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?’ Without waiting for an 
answer to his last question, Pilate went out again, bringing the 
accused with him, and said to the surging crowd of maddened 
Jews, “See! I will bring him out to you, to show you that I can 
find nothing to charge him with.” Jesus came out still wearing © 
the purple robe and the crown of thorns. Pilate exclaimed, 
“Behold the man!” In vain the Governor pleaded while the 
mob cried, “Crucify him!” : 

Evangelist Hammond, after visiting the scene of this ap- 
palling tragedy, wrote: 


“T see the crowd in Pilate’s hall, I mark their wrathful mean, 
Their shouts of crucify appal, with blasphemy between.” 
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In vain the wife of the governor pleaded, “Have nothing 
to do with this righteous man.” In vain the usually hard- 
hearted ruler tried to avoid the fatal sentence, which he only 
had power to pronounce. When Pilate asked Jesus whence he 
came, he received no answer. “Do you refuse to speak to me? 
Do you not know that it is in my power to release or to have 
you crucified?” Jesus replied, “You would have no power over 
me at all, if it were not given you from above. So you are 
less guilty than the man who betrayed me to you.” 

The Jews, seeing the purpose of the governor to release 
Jesus, now played their last card, “If you let him go, you are 
no friend of the emperor’s! Anyone who calls himself a king 
utters treason against the emperor.” Hating with every drop 
of blood which flowed through their Jewish veins, these people 
were carried away with their plot to destroy their victim. When 
Pilate made a last appeal, “Am I to crucify your king? they 
confessed the bitter truth, “We have no king but the emperor.” 
Then Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So they 
took Jesus and he went out carrying the cross by himself to a 
spot called the Place of a Skull, or in Hebrew, Golgotha. There 
they crucified him, with two others, one on each side and Jesus 
in the middle. Pilate had written a placard and had it put on 
the cross; it read, “Jesus, the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.” 
Many of the Jews read this placard, for the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, 
Latin and Greek. So the Jewish high-priests said to Pilate, “Do 
not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but write, ‘He said, I am the 
King of the Jews.’”’ Pilate answered, “What I have written, I 
have written!’ 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes 
and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier} besides 
his shirt. Now his shirt had no seam; it was woven in one 
piece from top to bottom. So they said to one another, “Let us 
not tear it, but let us draw for it, to see who gets it.” This 


161 


BIOGRAPHY OF JESUS 


was to fulfil what the Scripture says: “They divided my gar- 
ments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” This 
was what the soldiers did. 

Near Jesus’ cross stood his mother and her sister Mary, 
the wife of Cleopas, and Mary of Magdala. So Jesus seeing his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing near, said to his 
mother, “There is your son!’ Then he said to his disciple, 
“There is your mother!’ And from that time his disciple took 
her into his home. After that, Jesus knowing that everything 
was now finished, to fulfil the saying of Scripture, said, “I am 
thirsty.” A bowl of sour wine was standing there. So they put 
a sponge soaked in the wine on a pike and handed it to his lips. 
When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished!’ Then, 
bowing his head, he gave up his spirit. 

As it was the day of preparation for the Passover, in 
order that the bodies might not be left on the crosses over the 
Sabbath, for that Sabbath was an especially important one, the 
Jews asked Pilate to have their legs broken, and the bodies re- 
moved. So the soldiers went and broke the legs of the first man 
and then of the other who had been crucified with him. But 
when they came to Jesus they saw that he was dead already, and 
they did not break his legs, but one of the soldiers thrust a lance 
into his side, and blood and water immediately flowed out. The 
man who saw it testifies to it—his testimony is true; he knows 
that he is telling the truth—to lead you also to believe. For this 
happened to fulfil what the Scriptures say: “Not one of its bones 
will be broken.” Moreover, it says in another place, “They shall 
look at the man whom they pierced.”’ After this Joseph of Ari- 
mathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one, because 
of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him remove Jesus’ 
body, and Pilate gave him permission. So Joseph went and took 
the body down. And Nicodemus also, who had first come to 
Jesus at night, went, taking a roll of myrrh and aloes weighing 
about a hundred pounds. So they took Jesus’ body, and wrapped 
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it with the spices in bandages, in the Jewish way of preparing 
bodies for burial. There was a garden in the place where Jesus 
had been crucified, and in the garden was a new tomb in which 
no one had been yet laid. So because it was the Jewish prepara- 
tion day, and the tomb was close by, they put Jesus there. 

In contempt of the Jewish appeal for recognition as loyal 
subjects of Tiberius, and their branding Jesus with the oppro- 
brious charge of treason, Pilate used the most offensive super- 
scription for the blazonry of the cross: “Jesus, the Nazarene, the 
King of the Jews.” They had thought to placate the Roman 
governor by their humble acknowledgment of subjection, when 
they confessed, “We have no king but Cesar.” They had really 
had no king since the Babylonian captivity. Jeconiah, their last 
hereditary king, was taken to the capital of Chaldea about 600 
B. Cc. and languished in prison till near his death. Zedekiah re- 
ceived temporary appointment to the throne, but he rebelled 
against the foreign exactions and he also was removed to Baby- 
lon. Henceforth the Jews were under foreign rule. Herod the 
half-Jew was Ceesar’s appointee. Archelaus who succeeded his 
father, Herod the Great, on the year of Jesus’ birth, had so far 
exceeded his predecessor in his cruel and tyrannical rule that 
after about nine years the emperor Augustus listened to the ap- 
peal of the Jews for his removal, and banished him to Gaul. 
Agrippa, who would have received the throne, had been accused 
of conspiring with Caligula against Tiberius, the successor to 
Augustus in the Roman Empire, and had been arrested and im- 
prisoned. So in truth the Jews had no king but Cesar. On the 
death of Tiberius, Caligula became emperor, and about four 
years after the crucifixion restored this grandson of Herod to 
his country, and gave him authority in Palestine. Subsequently 
he secured the whole of the territory of Judea, Samaria and 
Idumea, over which his grandfather reigned. 

During this interregnum of more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury, the emperor had ruled this turbulent district in Syria 
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through governors whose palace was located at Cesarea on the 
east coast of the Mediterranean. Pontius Pilate had been gover- 
nor over this district about six years when he was called upon to 
execute a punitive sentence against Jesus the Christ. Herod 
Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee, had come up to Jerusalem to attend 
the functions of the Jewish Passover and was quartered, with 
his soldiers and retinue, at the old palace. Possibly anticipating 
another insurrection by the Jews during the Passover, Pilate had 
come over from Czsarea and was now at his headquarters in 
the Pretorium. On a former occasion the governor had re- 
sorted to very severe measures in repressing the riotous people 
in the city, and a considerable number of seditious persons had 
been killed by the legions. Pilate had gone so far in his con- 
temptuous treatment as to mingle the blood of the slaughtered 
insurgents in the public sacrifices. Some of these victims were 
Galileans, and subjects of Herod. The hostile relation between 
the two governors was at this time repaired by the courtesy of 
the Roman in sending the accused, who was a resident under 
Herod’s jurisdiction, over to his own ruler for a proper disposi- 
tion of his case. Herod appears to have been pacified by this 
act but he was too shrewd a Jew to be led into a trap by Pilate. 
He merely joined with his personal guard in mocking the ac- 
claimed King of the Jews, and sent the prisoner back to the 
Roman, who alone had the authority to inflict the extreme pen- 
alty called for. 

Roman law had restricted this form of punishment to the 
most debased class of criminals. Cicero, in his suit for the peo- 
ple against Veres, governor of Sicily, maintained that crucifixion 
could not be inflicted lawfully upon a Roman citizen however 
heinous his crime, and upon freemen only in the case of the 
vilest criminals. Tacitus, referring to this case says, “The author 
of the gospel was a Jew. He belonged to a race that was the 
vilest slaves.” He records the fact, that “a man called Christ 
was crucified by the procurator, Pontius Pilate, during the reign 
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of Tiberius.” A distinguished author says of Jesus, “History ts 
his story.” 

There can be no doubt about the fact that Jesus Christ was 
a historical personage. But why this tragic death, history has 
no explanation. Theology makes this death on Calvary the cen- 
tral fact of the Christian system. Evangelical religion corre- 
lates all other doctrines with this vicarious sacrifice, the atone- 
ment. More than five hundred million Christians place their 
hope of eternal life in the blood of the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
is supposed to cover the spot on which the cross stood that held 
the body of our Saviour in his last agony. Standing here a few 
years ago, a Christian traveler exclaimed, “O Calvary! thou art 
least of all the sacred hills that cluster about the city of God, and 
yet thou art greatest of them all! Over thee gathered an ap- 
palling darkness, and yet from thee has gone forth a radiance 
that is kindling earth into glory!” 

Pilate washed his hands to release himself of responsibility 
for this blackest crime in history, but the Jews said, “His blood 
be on us and our children!” Exactly thirty-three years after 
this cry ceased the Jews revolted from Roman rule. The doom 
they invited began its fulfilment. 
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ae sun hung low upon the horizon when Jesus Christ ex- 

pired. If the last gasp of his earth life evinced disaster to 
his plan for the kingdom of God, we need a resurgence of his 
mutilated body to convince us of his power over death. The 
hierarchy claims that the Lord founded the church at the time 
he ate his last Paschal supper with the original apostolic group; 
we have considered the church, embracing the sum total of re- 
generate humanity, as synonymous with kingdom of God. In 
the Gospels the kingdom is spoken of as about to be established. 
The apostles did not fully understand the nature of Christ’s 
kingdom before they were enlightened by the Holy Spirit on the 
Day of Pentecost. The descent of the Holy Spirit certainly 
marks the beginning of the Christian dispensation. 

It has been noted as a significant fact, that Pentecost fell 
on the same day on which the Jewish theocracy was founded by 
the promulgation of the law on Mount Sinai. We must follow 
the tragedy of Calvary to secure adequate footing for our faith. 
Joseph of Arimathea was permitted by the governor to remove 
the body of Jesus from the cross and give it burial. Matthew 
says, “When Joseph had secured the body, he wrapped it in clean 
linen, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out 
in the rock; and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepul- 
chre, and departed.”” But Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, 
perhaps the mother of Jesus, who had been constantly watching 
the movements of the enemy from the time of the arrest, sta- 
tioned themselves near the tomb, as though to make safer the 
resting place of the Saviour while he slept. Mark records the 
circumstances of the burial substantially as given in the First 
Gospel. 
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Luke speaks of the women who had followed Jesus from 
Galilee, who rested on the Sabbath day in obedience to the com- 
mandment, but on the first day of the week, at early dawn, went 
to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. They found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb and when they went inside 
they could not find the body. They were greatly perplexed by 
this, when suddenly two men in dazzling garments stood beside 
them. The women were frightened and bowed their faces to 
the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look among 
the dead for him who is alive? Remember what he told you 
while he was still in Galilee, when he said that the Son of Man 
must be handed over to wicked men and be crucified and rise 
again on the third day.” Then they remembered his words and 
they went back from the tomb and told all this to the eleven 
and all the rest. 7 

Luke further records the visit of the two disciples to Em- 
maus about seven miles from Jerusalem. One of these disciples 
is named Cleopas, or Clopas as editors generally write it. While 
Kiem and others regard this incident as mythical, Farrar regards 
the absence of names of prominent disciples as confirmatory of 
the truth of the record. We have cited the tradition regarding 
the family of the Virgin Mary, and her relation to Joseph, the 
two daughters of Jochim both having the Hebrew name for 
Mary. John seems to recognize this relationship when he says, 
“There stood near the cross of Jesus, his mother, and his moth- 
er’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleopas, and Mary Magdalene.” 
There are some differences of opinion regarding the consanguin- 
ity of these people, and questions of subjectivity raised here 
which we do not attempt to explain. 

Dr. Westcott very pertinently remarks on the subject of 
the resurrection, “If Christ did not rise, we have not only to 
explain how the belief in his resurrection came to be received 
without any previous hopes which could lead to its reception, 
but also how it came to be received with the intensity of per- 
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sonal conviction which could invest the life and person of Christ 
with attributes never before assigned to anyone, and that by 
Jews who had been reared in the strictest monotheism.” 

The great tragedy in the city had driven the resident por- 
tion and visiting guests attendant upon the Passover festival, 
into two camps. It was the first pronounced hostility of Chris- 
tianity against the hosts of anti-christ. The offensive blazonry 
had been torn from the middle cross, but the legend, “This is 
Jesus the King of the Jews,” had been seared on the memory of 
hateful Jews and heathen Romans. The unique personality who 
had stood among the people untouched by ambition, unterrified 
by hate, was love incarnate. The travelers to Emmaus were 
talking of the things that had happened. And as they were 
talking and discussing them Jesus himself came up and went 
with them, but they were prevented from recognizing him. And 
he said to them, “What is all this that you are discussing with 
each other on your way?” They stopped sadly, and one of them 
named Cleopas said to him, “Are you the only visitor to Jeru- 
salem who does not know what has happened there lately?” 
And he said, “What is it?’ They said to him, “About Jesus 
of Nazareth, who in the eyes of God and of all the people was a 
prophet mighty in deed and in word, and how the high-priests 
and our leading men gave him up to be sentenced to death and 
had him crucified. But we were hoping that he was to be the 
deliverer of Israel. Why, besides all this, it is three days since 
it happened. But some women of our number have astounded 
us. They went to the tomb early this morning and could not find 
his body, but came back and said that they had actually seen a 
vision of angels who said that he was alive; then some of our 
party went to the tomb and found things just as the women had 
said, but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “How 
foolish you are and how slow to believe all that the prophets 
have said! Did not the Christ have to suffer thus before enter- 
ing upon his glory?’ And he began with Moses and all the 
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prophets and explained to them the passages all through the 
Scriptures that referred to himself. 

When they reached the village to which they were going, he 
acted as though he was going on, but they urged him not to, and 
said, “Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the 
day is nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. And 
when he took his place with them at the table, he took the bread 
and blessed it and broke it in pieces and handed it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened and they knew him, and he van- 
ished from them. And they said to each other, “Did not our 
hearts glow when he was talking to us on the road, and was ex- 
plaining the Scriptures to us?’ And they got up immediately 
and went back to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and their 
party all together, and learned from them that the Master had 
really risen and had been seen of Simon. And they told what 
had happened on the road, and how they had known him when 
he broke the bread in pieces. 

While they were talking of these things, he himself stood 
among them. They were startled and panic-stricken, and 
thought they saw a ghost. But he said to them, “Why are you 
so disturbed, and why do doubts arise in your minds? Look at 
my hands and feet, for it is I myself! Feel of me and see, for 
a ghost has not flesh and bones, as you see I have.”’ But they 
could not yet believe it for sheer joy and they were amazed. And 
he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?’ And they 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it before 
their eyes. Then he said to them, “‘This is what I told you when 
I was still with you—that everything that is written about me 
in the law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must come 
true.” Then he opened their minds to the understanding of the 
Scriptures, and said to them, “The Scriptures said that the 
Christ should suffer as he has done, and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and that repentance leading to the forgiveness of 
sins should be preached to all the heathen in his name. You 
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are to be witnesses to all this, beginning at Jerusalem. And I 
will send down upon you what my Father has promised. Wait 
here in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
And he led them out as far as Bethany. Then he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. And as he was blessing them, he 
parted from them. And they went back with great joy to Jeru- 
salem and were constantly in the Temple, blessing God. 

John tells us, “On the day after the Sabbath, very early in 
the morning while it was still dark, Mary of Magdala went to 
the tomb, and she saw that the stone had been removed from it. 
So she ran away and went to Simon Peter and the other dis- 
ciple who was dear to Jesus, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Master out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have put him.’ So Peter and the other disciple went out of the 
city and started for the tomb. And they both ran, and the other 
disciple ran faster than Peter and got to the tomb first. And he 
stooped down and saw the bandages lying on the ground, but he 
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came up behind him, and he 
went inside the tomb, and saw the bandages lying on the ground, 
and the handkerchief that had been over Jesus’ face not on the 
ground with the bandages, but folded up by itself. Then the 
other disciple who had reached the tomb first went inside, too, 
and saw and was convinced. For they did not yet understand 
the statement of Scripture that he must rise from the dead. So 
the disciples went home again. But Mary stood just outside the 
tomb, weeping. And as she wept she looked down into the tomb 
and saw two angels in white sitting where Jesus’ body had been, 
one at his head and one at his feet. And they said to her, ‘Why 
are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken my Mas- 
ter away, and I do not know where they have put him.’ As she 
said this she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 
she did not know that it was he. Jesus said to her, “Why are 
you weeping? Who are you looking for?’ She, supposing that 
he was the gardener, said to him, ‘If it was you, sir, that carried 
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him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will take him 
away.’ ‘Mary! said Jesus. She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ which means Master. Jesus said to her, 
‘You must not cling to me, for I have not yet gone up to my 
Father, but go to my brothers and say to them that I am going 
up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ 
Mary of Magdala went and declared to the disciples, ‘I have 
seen the Master!’ and she told them that he had said this to her. 
When it was evening on that first day after the Sabbath, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples met were locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came in and stood among them and said 
to them, ‘Peace be with you!’ Then he showed them his hands 
and his side, and the disciples were full of joy at seeing the 
Master. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you! Just as 
my Father sent me forth so I now send you.’ As he said this 
he breathed upon them, and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit! If 
you forgive any men’s sins, they are forgiven them, and if you 
fix any men’s sins upon them, they will remain fixed.’ But 
Thomas, one of the twelve, who was called the Twin, was not 
with them when Jesus came in. So the rest of the disciples said 
to him, ‘We have seen the Master!’ But he said to them, 
‘Unless I see the marks of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger into them, and put my hand into his side, I will never 
believe it!’ A week after the disciples were again in the house, 
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 
Jesus came in and stood among them, and said, ‘Peace be with 
you!’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and look 
at my hands, and take your hand and put it in my side, and be 
no longer unbelieving, but believe!’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 
Master and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Is it because you have 
seen me that you believe? Blessed be those who believe without 
having seen me!’ There were many other signs that Jesus 
showed before his disciples which are not recorded in this book. 
But these have been recorded so that you may believe that Jesus 
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is the Christ, the Son of God, and eee believing you may 
have life as his followers.” 

This seems to be the conclusion of John’s direct record. 
Modern scholarship regards the following chapter as an epilogue 
added by the evangelist or an elder of the church at Ephesus. 

By reason of his eminent ability, and as an inspired apostle, 
Paul’s fifteenth chapter in the letter to the Corinthians is the 
most important commentary ever made upon the resurrection 
of Jesus. He reiterates the testimony of eye-witnesses to the 
risen Christ, and puts to confusion those who see only a ghostly 
legend in the stories of the appearance of the Lord after he had 
been raised from the dead. He says, “I pass on to you as of 
first importance, the account I had received, that Christ died for 
our sins, as the Scriptures foretold, that he was buried, that on 
the third day he was raised from the dead, as the Scriptures 
foretold, and that he was seen by Cephas, and then by the twelve. 
After that he was seen by more than five hundred brothers at 
one time, most of whom are still alive, although some of them 
have fallen asleep. Then he was seen of James, then by all the 
apostles, and finally he was seen by me also. Now if what we 
preach about Christ is that he was raised from the dead, how 
can some of you say that there is no such thing as a resurrection 
of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ 
was not raised, and if Christ was not raised, there is nothing in 
our message; there is nothing in our faith either, and we are 
found guilty of misrepresenting God, for we have testified that 
he raised Christ, when he did not do it, if it is true that the dead 
are never raised. For if the dead are never raised, Christ was 
not raised; and if Christ was not raised, your faith is a delu- 
sion; you are still under the control of sin. Yes, and those who 
have fallen asleep in trust in Christ have perished. If we have 
centered our hopes on Christ in this life, and that is all, we are 
the most pitiable people in the world. But the truth is, Christ 
was raised from the dead, the first to be raised of those who 
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have fallen asleep. For since it was through a man that we have 
death, it is through a man also that we have the raising of the 
dead. For just as because of their relation to Adam all men 
die, so because of their relation to Christ they will all be brought 
to life again. But each in his own turn; Christ first, and then at 
Christ’s coming those who belong to him. After that will come 
the end, when he will turn over the kingdom to God his Father, 
bringing to an end all other governments, authority, and power, 
for he must retain the kingdom until he puts all his enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy to be overthrown will be death, 
for everything is to be reduced to subjection and put under 
Christ’s feet. But when it says that everything is subject to him, 
he is evidently excepted who reduced it all to subjection to him. 
And when everything is reduced to subjection to him, then the 
Son himself will also become subject to him who has reduced 
everything to subjection to him, so that God may be everything 
to everyone. But some will say, ‘How can the dead rise? What 
kind of body will they have when they come back?’ You fool- 
ish man, the very seed you sow never comes to life without dying 
first; and when you sow it, it has not the form it is going to 
have, but is a naked kernel, perhaps of wheat or something else; 
and God gives it just such a form as he pleases, so that each kind 
of seed has a form of its own. Flesh is not all alike; men have 
one kind, animals another, birds another, and fish another. There 
are heavenly bodies, and there are earthly bodies, but the beauty 
of the heavenly bodies is of one kind, and the beauty of the 
earthly bodies is of another. The sun has one kind of beauty, 
and the moon another, and the stars another; why, one star dif- 
fers from another in beauty. It is so with the resurrection of 
the dead. The body is sown in decay, it is raised free from 
decay. It is sown in humiliation, it is raised in splendor. It is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in strength. It is a physical body 
that is sown, it is a spiritual body that is raised.. If there is a 
physical body, there is a spiritual body also. This is also what 
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the Scriptures say: ‘The first man Adam became a living crea- 
ture.’ The last Adam has become a life-giving spirit. It is not 
the spiritual that comes first, but the physical, and then the 
spiritual. The first man is of the dust of the earth; the second 
man is from heaven. Those who are of the earth are like him 
who was of the earth, and those who are of heaven are like him 
who is from heaven, and as we have been like the man of the 
earth, let us also try to be like the man from heaven. But I can 
tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot share in the king- 
dom of God, and decay will not share in what is imperishable.” 

However difficult it is for us to conceive the body of Jesus 
as the same material form he had before the crucifixion, and the 
body in which he revealed himself subsequently, we may accept 
Paul’s statement as true. The caution our Lord gave Mary, not 
to cling to him because he had not yet ascended to the Father, 
and the challenge to doubting Thomas to test his real presence 
by examining the wounds in his hands and side, indicate a form 
so like the one they had known and loved, that they could not 
help but believe in him. The Christophany, to coin a new word, 
which stood in the midst of the disciples in the room with shut 
and locked doors, is a revelation of the spiritual body which 
our Lord had after the resurrection. Just when the change was 
made we have no means of determining, but his departure from 
the earth after forty days of confirmation of the faith of the 
apostles, and after giving them authority and instruction con- 
cerning the work of his kingdom, was evidently in the spiritual 
body. 

Origen, Swedenborg and Haeckel speak of the form of the 
spiritual body, but their statements are as indefinite as the spirit- 
ual form to our natural vision. Ancient and modern classics 
have poetized on this subject, but always of course with poetic 
license. Virgil in the Aeneid, describing the sack of Troy, 
where his hero lost his wife, makes Aeneas say, “The mournful 
ghost and shades of Creusa appeared before his eyes, her figure 
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larger than the life, and spoke to him. As he was about to reply 
to her, and throw his arms about her neck, she vanished in thin 
air!’ And Shakespeare, representing Banquo’s ghost, makes 
Macbeth say, “What seemed corporal melted as breath into the 
wind.” The theologian does not attempt to account for these 
appearances which are clearly supernatural. We can admit with 
Dr. Durbin, “His body was no longer the natural body that was 
crucified on the cross and laid in the sepulchre, but it was now 
a spiritual body.” 

Jesus spent forty days in that dank wilderness of Judea 
before entering formally on his earthly mission. Now at the 
close of his direct work, and clothed in his heavenly form, he 
gives his apostles a sort of post-graduate course. For forty days 
he continued to meet them at the mount in Galilee, on the sea- 
shore and finally in Jerusalem. The earthly intimacies were not 
indulged, but the heavenly atmosphere which pervaded these 
meetings must have been ecstatic. 

David said, ‘I shall be satisfied when I awake in thy like- 
ness.” Psychology appears to be revealing more fully the divine 
imageship. Man created in the image of God, and housed in a 
material structure for convenience and protection while in con- 
tact with the physical world, has an outlook, a perspective be- 
yond nature. In the city where of old the Lord had chosen the 
seat of earthly religious activity, Jesus now directed the propaga- 
tion of the gospel. Beginning at Jerusalem the apostles, and 
those who should later be associated with them, were to go out 
throughout Palestine, and on and on to the ends of the earth. 
As a special qualification, he communicated to them his own 
spirit, and for general service instructed them to remain in the 
city for the promise of the Father, the investment by the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. 

The evening was descending on them as the Lord led the 
way out to the Mount of Olives where they had so often gone 
for prayer in the garden and preaching on the hill-side. Near 
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Bethany, some think at the foot, others on the summit of the 
mountain, he stopped, and while pronouncing a blessing on them 
he withdrew from their midst and ascended into heaven. Sub- 
sequently a church was built on the high point of the mountain 
and called the Church of the Ascension. Compassionate angels 
who witnessed the Lord’s departure from the disciples, said, 
“This same Jesus which is taken from you into heaven shall, in 
like manner, return again from heaven.” 
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0 pias is perhaps the most striking paradox found in the New 
Testament. In his last discourse as recorded in his four- 
teenth chapter, John gives the Master’s consoling message. The 
fourth Passover was at hand, the Jewish conspiracy was ripe, 
the last supper had been served, the traitor had been identified 
and now with his ineffable tenderness the Lord observed, “Let 
not your heart be troubled.” He had told them of his depart- 
ure, and Peter asked, “Lord, where are you going?” (And the 
gallant fellow had offered to lay down his own life for his mas- 
ter. A little later we shall see him draw his sword and strike 
manfully in defense of Jesus.) He told the disciples about the 
Father’s house, the way thence, the unity between the Father 
and himself, the promise of the Holy Spirit to remain with 
them, then on to the close of the seventeenth chapter, where the 
Lord makes special prayer for the apostles and then for those 
who shall believe on him through the preaching of the dis- 
ciples. He had said in effect, “I am going away but I am going 
to stay with you.” We shall see how adroitly he uses the syn- 
onym and antonym as the caption of this chapter. 

The Lord had predicted the destruction of Jerusalem and 
cautioned them to watchfulness lest they be overtaken in the 
disaster. To their solicitous inquiry as to the time when this 
catastrophe would befall the city, he had answered them that 
the time was known only to the Father, but certain signs he 
could announce to them which would precede and indicate the 
approach of the event. Matthew had recorded his more com- 
prehensive statement in his twenty-fourth chapter. 

Chronology does not-appear to be observed as a science in 
heaven. With Jehovah all time is the eternal present. The 
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purpose of prophecy is usually moral warning and does not 
concern itself so much with the time as the event. In the signs 
which Jesus gave to the apostles he shows a solicitude for their 
own welfare. The horizon to which he directs their attention 
discloses two views—one near at hand, and the other indefi- 
nitely remote. He glimpses with them the landscape of the 
future, and puts them on guard against deception. 

The events in the unique drama which closed the earth 
life of our Lord moved rapidly: the betrayal, the trial, the 
execution, the burial and resurrection. The forty days of 
post-graduate course of the apostles, after their three years of 
theological training under the Master, has fitted them to re- 
ceive the Great Commission as the first Christian missionaries 
to the world. Matthew records, “The eleven disciples went 
away to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had appointed 
them, Mount Hatton where he had preached the Sermon, or 
Mount Tabor of the Transfiguration, if these were the real 
scenes of these two exceptional events of his ministry. Here, 
says the apostle, Jesus came forward to them and spoke to 
them, saying, “All power has been given to me in heaven and 
on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe every command which 
I have given you; and lo! I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” 

To execute this commission, even under the most favor- 
able circumstances, would require much time, but they had 
been admonished, “Bonds and imprisonments await you.” It 
is not an unreasonable supposition of eminent biblical students, 
that while the “inspired narrators of the gospel history reported 
with perfect wisdom and faithfulness everything that was 
essential to the life and salvation of mankind, their abbrevia- 
tions of what Jesus uttered and the sequences which they gave 
to the order of his utterances were to a certain extent tinged 
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by their own subjectivity—possibly, even by their own natural 
supposition, that the second horizon lay nearer to the first than 
it actually did in the designs of heaven.” 

The future general judgment has been a subject calling 
forth elaborate and learned disquisition. Undoubtedly the Lord 
revealed all on this subject he deemed necessary, and the au- 
thors of the Gospels and the Epistles have given us the sub- 
stance of his discourses. In closing his Gospel John says, “I 
have recorded these facts, that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name. But, there are also many other things 
which Jesus did; if every one of them were to be recorded in 
detail, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that would have to be written.” 

In writing the story of a mere man one stops where he 
stops. But in writing of Jesus, whose ministry is like that of 
Melchisedec, without beginning of years or end of days, we 
look into the future as well as into the past. Mark, in what 
scholars have considered an appendix to his Gospel, gives sub- 
stantially the same commission for preaching the gospel to the 
whole creation, and adds these words, “They promptly set 
forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the message by miracles which followed.” 

The greatest miracle has been the conversion of many 
millions of people since the commission was founded, more 
than a half-billion of whom are reported as living today. Nine- 
teen hundred years of evangelism look down upon us at this 
hour. How absolutely silly for such puny creatures as Sin- 
clair Lewis, and the New York Atheist Club to bid defiance to 
the Almighty. Mere insects which hatch in the morning and 
perish at dewy eve! Dr. Wise, of the Free Synagogue of New 
York, says, “The failures of Christendom for nineteen centur- 
ies are not to be charged to Jesus the Jew.” Certainly not! 
Wise men, Jew or Gentile, are inclined to write success for 
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Christendom instead of failure to the credit of Jesus the Christ, 
for the evangelism and civilization of the world. Rabbi Schul- 
man admits, “It is an indisputable fact that to the consciousness 
of Christendom, Jesus is more than a man.” It is this very 
fact that has made possible the great achievement of Christian- 
ity in face of opposition a thousand-fold greater than that 
which has been offered to all the other systems of religion the 
world has known. 

How are we to understand Jesus’ pre-ascension promise, 
“I am with you alway”? Did he not positively convey the 
knowledge, to the apostles, and others who attended on his— 
ministry, that his personal service was closed, and that hence- 
forth the Holy Spirit would direct the work entrusted to 
them? Recounting the instruction given, the Lord says, “All 
this have I told you while still with you, but the Comforter, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you everything, and bring to your remembrance everything 
that I have told you.” 

When Jesus came to earth the title Immanuel was given 
to him, now as the Father sends a successor he gives the title 
Comforter, which is in Hebrew Manaen. This word means a 
comforter, a leader. To the Comforter, then, has been assigned 
the work of consoling and helping the disciples of our Lord as 
they go forward in the service of propagating the Christian 
religion. The creeds and confessions of faith of all true be- 
lievers in the Bible regard the Godhead as consisting of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, a divine unity; the glory equal, 
the majesty co-eternal. Those who reject the personality and 
Deity of Jesus reject the personality and Deity of the Holy 
Spirit, and prefer to be called Unitarian; while those holding 
the belief that God exists one in substance or being, and three 
in personality, as Jesus has designated in the Great Commis- 
sion, are called Trinitarian. Paul preaches unity in God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Eph. 4). 
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Will it help us to think of the Holy Spirit as mother, not 
of course in the way the apocryphal Ebionite Gospel of Mat- 
thew employs the term, saying, “My mother the Holy Spirit 
took me by the hair of the head and carried me to Mount Tabor” 
(referring to a scene in the wilderness temptation) ? But really 
the office work of the Comforter is so like that of the wise 
and loving mother, as to suggest this peculiar relationship. 

Personally and visibly Jesus has departed, but by the Holy 
Spirit he remains with us. So the caption at the head of this 
chapter, which is a paradox and seems to be quite absurd, is in 
truth well founded. Sometime before our Lord took his de- 
parture he said to his disciples, “I go to prepare a place for 
you, but I will come again and receive you unto myself, that 
where I am there you may be also.” Luke does not give us 
the commission in the language of the other synoptics, but says 
that Jesus appeared to the apostles and opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures referring to himself, and ordered, 
“that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name, unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 
must bear testimony to this; and I will send forth the promise 
of my Father upon you. But tarry in Jerusalem until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” 

In his history called the Acts of the Apostles, Luke tells 
us of the ascension more fully than he had in his gospel. He 
says, two men, some think Moses and Elijah, stood by them, 
who said, “You men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing into 
the heavens? This same Jesus who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, shall come back in like manner, as you have 
seen him go into heaven.” In the Gospel, his first volume, he 
tells the wonderful story of the person and work of the Holy 
Son. This second book might well be called the Gospel of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In the same manner that Jesus was participant in the crea- 
tion of the world and the making of man, so has the Holy 
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Spirit been a participant. But now a particular function is 
assigned the Comforter. The respect demanded for this divine 
person is like that all good men demand for their mother. A 
personal insult may be condoned, but an insult offered her is 
a mortal offence. So Jesus says, “If any man say a word. 
against the Son of Man (himself) it shall be forgiven him; but 
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be for- 
given him, either in this world or that which is to come.” 

Paul admonishes us, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God 
in whom you have been sealed for the day of redemption.” 
That day will dawn when Jesus comes back to claim the pur- 
chase of his blood. “Once in the end of the world,” affirms the 
apostle, “he has appeared to abolish sin by the offering of him- 
self, but he will appear a second time without sin, to those 
who wait for his salvation.” 

Multitudes of people are now looking for his return. There 
are notable historical instances of these expectations. They 
were general in the early church. Then began skepticism to 
sneer, “Where is the promise of his coming?” In 1660 a sect 
of politico-religious enthusiasts who during the protectorate of 
Oliver Cromwell assumed to be “Subjects only of King Jesus,” 
started the Fifth Monarchy movement. They regarded the 
four great kingdoms of anti-christ, mentioned by Daniel (the 
Assyrian, the Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman) as having 
passed away, and Christ would set up his administration on 
the earth and reign here one thousand years. A sect of French 
Protestants in 1688 announced their expectations and began 
clearing the way for the Lord’s second coming. A similar move- 
ment in England occurred about 1706. William Miller, a re- 
ligious enthusiast of Massachusetts, from his studies of the 
prophecies of the Bible, predicted the second coming of Christ, 
and that the world would be destroyed in 1843. Hundreds of 
people became converts to his belief and prepared for their as- 
cent to heaven on the day appointed. About 1873 Miles Grant, 
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of Boston, predicted the second coming of Christ within the 
following two years. He delivered a series of discourses in 
Chicago at that time forcefully advocating his views. Many 
people, carried away with the eloquence of the preacher and 
influenced by his specious arguments, made ready for the day 
appointed. Arrayed in white robes and assembled in an upper 
room they watched through the night for the Lord’s coming. 

Of course, these movements are all foreign to the teaching 
of Jesus and his apostles. The mistakes of the fanciful do not, 
however, disprove the certainty of his coming. Augustine 
‘wisely observes, “The last day is unrevealed, so that all days 
may be observed.”” Two theories regarding the millennial period 
have been advanced, a pre- and a post-millennial view. Those 
holding these views are found in all the religious denominations. 
The pre-millennialists advocate the coming of Jesus at the begin- 
ning of the thousand years noted in the Apocalypse to establish a 
personal and visible reign on the earth. The post-millennialists 
hold that a spiritual reign of righteousness and peace will precede 
the personal coming of Christ, and will be followed by a severe 
apostacy, which will call down the Son of God to judgment. 
Among the most noted advocates of the personal reign of Jesus 
are Drs. John Gill and A. M. Toplady and Bishop Newton, who 
maintain that their view forms an essential and powerful element 
of practical Christianity. Those holding the latter view empha- 
size the fact that the personal administration of the Holy Spirit 
was to be, in effect, the spiritual reign of Jesus; that in this way 
only can we interpret his meaning that he is rejoining the Father 
and yet abiding with his disciples. Dr. David Brown, the emi- 
nent interpreter of prophecy, and the distinguished theologians, 
Jonathan Edwards, Archibald McLean and Andrew Fuller, ad- 
vocate this view. The leading advocates of both views accept 
with equal candor and devout expressions of faith the return of 
Jesus the Christ to judge the world and to receive into eternal 
fellowship his redeemed followers. 
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These divergent theories, like the particular opinions which 
separate the religious denominations in the world today, are the 
outgrowth of questions of Scripture interpretation. All Chris- 
tians seem to agree upon certain positions as established—that 
Jesus will come again; that his coming will be preceded by a 
sign; that this sign is incident to Daniel’s prophecy; that un- 
usual physical phenomena will precede and attend his coming; 
that the resurrection and judgment will occur at his coming; 
that the righteous will be admitted to the place prepared for 
them; that the wicked will be dismissed to the place they have 
chosen; that the convulsions in Nature attending the Lord’s 
coming in the general judgment will change the present order 
of the universe. 

Among the physical signs mentioned by Isaiah and others— 
“All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall 
be rolled together as a scroll,” but the Lord says, “As the new 
heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain be- 
fore me, so shall your seed (Israel) and your name remain.” 
Paul, writing to the Hebrews, says, “The Lord in the beginning 
did lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of his hands. They shall perish, but thou (Lord) remain- 
est, and they shall wax old as doth a garment, and as a vesture 
shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed.” Peter says, 
“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in the 
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise and the 
elements, heavenly bodies, shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up; never- 
theless we, according to his (Lord) promise, look for new heav- 
ens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (Alford, 
Bengel and Meyer support these readings and expect these 
results. ) 

These prophecies represent a change which utterly baffles 
physical science. It does not seem probable that such a dissolu- 
tion of the universe, as here contemplated, would be effected 
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solely for the purpose of furnishing a more refined dwelling 
place for certain Jews or Christians for the brief period of a 
thousand years. Is, then, the new heaven and new earth to be 
the future abiding place of the redeemed from all nations, kin- 
dreds and tongues? Some will unhesitatingly answer, “Yes,” 
while the majority will say, “We don’t know.” “Secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God, but things which are open and 
revealed, to us and our children.” 

Rabbi Joseph Klausner, of the Hebrew University of Pales- 
tine, has just written a book entitled, “Jesus of Nazareth.” He 
grants the historicity of Jesus, and claims he was a young Pales- 
tinian, whose life and teaching are Jewish. But he rejects all 
else about the Lord which evangelical people hold essential. 

Dr. Vance, a distinguished author, thinks in the fulness of 
time the Jews will come into their own, and claim him as their 
Messiah and Saviour. When this hour strikes, he writes, the 
church will feel a new thrill as it sings its coronation hymn, “All 
hail the power of Jesus’ Name!” especially the stanza— 

“Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
Ye ransomed of the fall, 
Hail him who saves you by his grace, 
And crown him Lord of all.” 

A great daily (1926) is running a paid-for ad, commending 
the Roman Catholic Church, which it claims was founded by 
Christ, A. p. 33. Of course, our use of the word church in this 
biography does not recognize the above claim, which is his- 
torically inaccurate. All Christians, under whatever name they 
serve the Lord, seek the triumph of the kingdom of God. The 
military debacle in Russia which led to the murder of the re- 
ligious emperor and the deification of an atheistic dictator, is 
regarded by many as the panacea for all political, social and 
religious ills which afflict humanity. The remedy offered by an 
apostate Jew, however, is no more likely to secure universal 
acceptance than a papal dogma. 
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The gospel of Jesus Christ is the sole remedy for individual 
and social disorders. Selfishness, which is the essence of sin, 
may be comatized by patent remedies, but a real cure can only 
be effected by the blood of Jesus that cleanses from all sin. 

The son of Rabbi Wise has abandoned the faith of his 
father and written a book entitled, “The future of Israel.’”’ He 
claims that the “two concepts of Judaism, making Israel a wit- 
ness of the unity of God and a messenger of redemption for 
mankind, have broken down. Both Christianity and Judaism,” 
he says, “depend for their validity upon faith, and faith has be- 
come decreasingly a part of modern life.” His religion now, he 
asserts, “instead of beginning with the assumption of God and 
working down to man, will begin with man and end wherever 
man’s higher nature leads.’’ He claims to find himself “among 
the many who have lost faith but are the most intelligent and 
thoughtful in all lands.” The Jewish press reminds him that the 
social service he professes to substitute for creed and dogma, 
was preached by those old-fashioned Hebrews, Isaiah, Amos and 
Micah, three thousand years ago. 

An educated and devout young minister relates, he heard 
the cry of the Liberal Cult, “Back to Jesus!’ He joined the 
movement but found they had developed only “a high-minded, 
gentlemanly and thoroughly practical social reformer, who 
owing to the evil forces of his time became a martyr for truth. 
The masses,” he says, “do not take to this Jesus. His followers 
are chiefly among the rich and office-holding class.” 

It is the voice of the Master himself we hear, declaring, “I 
came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance; the poor 
have the gospel preached to them; the poor you have always with 
you, when you will you may do them good.” There is no need 
of another gospel, since the good news of Jesus’ remedy antici- 
pates all our needs. Eddy says truly, “There is but one gospel, 
but it has two aspects, the individual and the social, two hemi- 
spheres of the full orbed truth, two poles to complete the cir- 
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cuit of power.” Our Lord indicated this fact when he gave a 
recension of the law in its two aspects: ‘‘Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.’’ God has made of one blood, all peoples. Every- 
body is your neighbor; the rich, the poor, the learned, the igno- 
rant, the patrician, the plebeian, the white, the colored, the saint, 
the sinner. If you do not love your brother whom you have 
seen you have no right to claim love to God whom you have not 
seen. 

The gospel, therefore, whether viewed in its individual or 
social aspect, requires us to seek the salvation of the individual 
and care for his bodily comfort; at the same time we may seek 
the welfare of the human race segregated into societies, states, 
nations. Jesus disparages the display of wealth, learning and 
authority. 

The rabbi strutted about the market places to gain the ap- 
plause of the vulgar. ‘Do not seek to be called rabbi, for one 
is your Rabbi or Master, even Christ, and all_you are brethren.” 
“Call no man your father on earth; one is your Father who is 
in heaven.” The holy father of the church and the rabbi of the 
synagogue may hide a humble heart under gorgeous robes, but 
God knows the heart and we venerate the garments. The gospel 
of Jesus requires us not only to rescue the perishing from the 
flame but also to put out the fire. We must not only relieve the 
poor, but also, as far as possible, remove the causes of poverty. 

In every relation in life, domestic, social, political, economic 
and religious we must help our fellow-man to secure his well- 
being, material and spiritual. A saved soul is in harmony with 
God, and is commissioned in the redemptive work of Jesus. This 
is the sifinificance of the gospel, the burden of the Great Com- 
mission. If the government is oppressive, change it; if educa- 
tion is feeble, give it a tonic of righteous intelligence; if litera- 
ture is skeptical or salacious, exclude it; if the church is drowsy, 
wake it up. 
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The closing words of the Blessed Bible are tremendously 
appealing: ‘Let no man add to, or detract from this book.” 
Publish it, publish it, publish it! The Word of God promises 
peace, not war. When Jesus was about to step into his chariot 
of cloud and drive over the everlasting hills to the Father’s 
house, he said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you. I go away, but come again unto you.” The Holy Spirit 
and the church say, “Come, Lord Jesus.” He replies, “I come 
quickly.” AMEN. 
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